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Dear Friends
I think everybody knows that, following our United Service on 6th October, I
shall cease to be licensed as “Assistant Priest” in our two Benefices after almost six
years in this office.
I can now confide in you that I felt more than a little nervous in November
2007, when the Bishop of Dunwich and the Archdeacon of Suffolk came to
Brandeston Church to licence and install me. However, my abiding memories of that
evening are of the warmth of your welcome, your care and concern that D and I
should feel at home among you, and of your amazing willingness to accept whatever
it was that God was trying to do in sending me to minister among you!
However, a few days earlier, when driving in the late afternoon sunshine
from Easton to Kettleburgh through a flurry of November rain, I had been amazed to
see the brightest of double rainbows, arching across the sky from Letheringham
Church to Kettleburgh Hall. The sight had reminded that the rainbow was a sign of
God’s promise to Noah that “seed time and harvest would not fail”.
During these last six years, you have generously encouraged me in the tasks
of both “sowing” and “reaping”, as I have offered ministry in your Churches and in
the villages of your benefices. Your encouragement has made it both a pleasure and
a privilege, and whatever help and support I have tried to give, you have given me
more in return than I could ever have thought possible. Indeed, I now understand
that it is in you and through you, each one of you, that I know God’s promise to have
been fulfilled.
For me, this is a “thank-you” – rather than a valedictory – letter. Bishop Nigel
has kindly given permission for me to continue to take services in your churches in
the future (after an appropriate holiday!). So I have much to look forward
to,continuing to worship among friends, sharing something of your continuing
journeys of faith and supporting those whom God is calling to his work, in the
beautiful villages in which you live.
With my thanks and my love
Robin

Church Matters ………..
Discussion Group
The next Discussion Group will be on Wednesday 2nd October at Ash
Grove, Framlingham at 10.30 am. The topic this month is Healing and
Wholeness.
New members are welcome. This is an informal discussion group which
starts with a cup of tea or coffee.

Harvest Festival and Lunch
What a success our Harvest Festival and lunch was this year! We had the
pleasure of the company of Canon Edward Carter (Robin’s nephew and
godson), who gave the talk, and his wife, Sarah. Thank you to all the people
who brought offerings for the Ormiston Family Trust and who gave to Water
Aid. We made £262 for this very worthwhile charity which helps poor
communities around the world to access clean water for consumption and
water for their crops and animals. This amount is enough to provide two tap
stands.
The lunch which followed was fun and enjoyable and deserves another thank
you to all the people who cooked cottages pies, prepared vegetables, made
desserts, served drinks, washed up and prepared and cleared the room. A
great team effort and many appreciative comments were made!

Dates for Your Diary
Our benefice service will be at Brandeston on 6th October, followed by an
informal lunch in Brandeston School hall to mark Robin’s retirement. If you
are coming to the lunch, please bring a plate of finger food to share on the
buffet. Drinks will be provided. The Brandeston School sports hall will be
open before the service if you want to deliver food.
Remembrance Sunday this year falls on the 10th November. The service in
church will finish in time for you to get a cuppa at the Sunday Café over in
the Village Hall.
As usual, there will also be a short act of remembrance at the war memorial
in the church at 11 am on Monday 11th November.
Jane Woodbury-Eggins
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THE FUTURE PROGRAMME OF SERVICES IN OUR CHURCHES
Questions have been asked about the future programme of services in
our churches following Robin Alderson’s retirement as Assistant Priest.
As will be clear from the Rota of Services for October set out in this
magazine, services will follow the normal pattern in our churches for
the last three months of 2013.
A meeting of Elders and Churchwardens or their representatives on
27th September [will have] provided an opportunity for consideration to
be given to what a sustainable programme of services in the seven
churches of the two Benefices might look like after January 2014.
It is anticipated that, as well as the United Holy Communion on the first
Sunday of each month, the programme will include at least one Holy
Communion in each church each month, and it is likely that there will
be one Sunday each month when each church will have no service.
PCCs will have an opportunity to discuss the future programme during
the autumn.
Ministry Team
The Sunday School teacher asked, "Jonny, do you
think Noah did much fishing when he was on the Ark
for so long?
Jonny replied, "How could he? He only had two worms."

FLOWER AND CLEANING ROTA
Flowers

Cleaning

5th Oct

Mary Willson

Jayne Gibson

12th Oct

Mary Willson

Jayne Gibson

19th Oct

Emma Johnston

Emma Johnston

26th Oct

Emma Johnston

Emma Johnston
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH, EASTON
is hosting

Sunday 13th October
If you haven’t visited the café yet, why not
give it a try in October.
Come and enjoy a cup of ‘proper’ coffee or tea with a
croissant, homemade goodies or a soft drink, read the Sunday papers and have a chat

Bacon rolls now on the menu!
Storytelling and craft activities to amuse
the children
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John Staverton Hammond
4th Feb 1924—20th August 2013
(Extracts from service)
John came from a farming family who originally lived at Martley Hall and
farmed several large farms in Suffolk. He was born at Wantisden Hall near
Woodbridge. He had two brothers, Kerry who lives in Ireland ,and George
who sadly died many years ago.
He was very mechanically minded and very good with engines, being able
to make most items in his workshop at the farm. John did not serve in the
war as he was connected with agriculture as an engineer and therefore
exempted from service. He married Joyce Goddard from Brunswick Farm
Kettleburgh in 1951 and in the same year they moved to Bentries Farm in
Easton where they both lived for the rest of their lives, their only child
Mary was born at Bentries Farm. Having moved there he decided to
forego his career to devote his life to looking after his wife and family,
helping to run the farm and enjoy his extensive flower and vegetable
gardens.
He was passionate about cricket and spent much time at Easton Cricket
Club up until a week before he died. He also enjoyed Formula One and
supported Ipswich Town Football Club. John was also very keen on motor
bike racing. His great passion was recording the weather. He kept a daily
detailed log of minimum and maximum temperatures and rainfall over the
last sixty years which make amazing reading.
In all sorts of ways, John was a remarkable man—not remarkable in the
sense of great men who lived their lives in the public arena or who
influenced events and circumstances, but remarkable for his self effacing
integrity, his lifetime commitment to his wife and daughter (an example of
the practical outworking love and devotion and of marriage promises once
given selflessly fulfilled), his fascination with nature which he saw through
the eyes of both a country man and an engineer—engineers often have a
better understanding than many of us of cause and effect, on influence
and consequence—and remarkable for the unaffected simplicity of his lifestyle and the joy that it brought him. These are precious qualities, for they
are unusual in today’s world. Our love and sympathy go to John’s family.
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Hazel Read
It is with sadness we record the death of Hazel, aged 74 years, on 14th
September at Papworth Hospital. A service celebration for her life was held
at Seven Hills Crematorium on 29th August. It was very well attended, she
was a much loved and respected lady in our community. This was followed
by a wake in Wickham Market Village Hall.
Hazel Margaret Read was born on 10th January 1939, the fourth child of
eight to Stanley and Gladys Buckles; after living the first few years at
Marlesford, they moved to Framlingham where she attended Robert
Hitcham Primary School and then the Secondary Modern. After
leaving school Hazel went to work at Pettistree House for Lady Froom;
following that she worked for Mrs Savage at Framlingham. When they
moved to Great Cornard, Hazel went with them. During this time she was
pen pals with George who was in the army for National Service; she came
home and married him in Easton Church in February 1958.
They lived in Letheringham at first and had two children, Michael and
Shirley. The family then moved to Hurrens in Easton where they lived for
about ten years. They have grandchildren Sarah and Darren and great
grandchildren Jack, Jessica, Jane, Oliver and Ryan. Whilst her children
were at school she worked for Kerr Farms in the fields and then Youngmans where she apple-picked.
Hazel and George were enthusiastic members of Parham Social Club and
always enjoyed the outings and holidays.
Hazel will be greatly missed, she was much loved by family and many
friends. George has always referred to her as “My Best Friend”. At the
funeral we enjoyed listening to “You’re my Best Friend” by Don Williams.
We thank God for Hazel’s life, and seek his comfort and love for George
and the family. May she rest in peace.

Graham Vellacott
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EASTON PARISH COUNCIL
Highlights of the Parish Council Meeting on 10th September 2013
July's Meeting Minutes: The minutes of the parish council meeting held in July
were approved.
District Councillor's Report: The Planning Department now have a new
document – The New Local Plan - on which to decide planning applications. Plans
to rejuvenate the waterfront in Woodbridge have been passed by SCDC, funding is
now being sought. SCDC are considering moving from their Melton Hill offices in
order to save money.
Police Report: Council to contact Suffolk Constabulary regarding the increase in
crime in the village.
Planning Applications: 4 planning applications were considered. 3 were supported
by the Council. The application to build an agricultural storage building on Martley
Hall land was not supported following hearing residents’ views and a council
discussion.
Clerk's Report: Council to purchase 7 bollards and a horizontal safety barrier to be
placed along the edge of the road outside the hunt kennels leading to the footpath. County Cllr Bellfield has agreed to assist with funding for this. Council to purchase a new dog bin to be placed near the bottom of School Lane. Precise location
has yet to be decided.
Village Asset Inspection: Prior to the meeting some cllrs viewed the village assets
(eg.cemetery gates, noticeboard, village sign, play equipment). Any actions
required to maintain these assets will be carried out by cllrs.
Hopkins and Moore Development: Council were informed that Hopkins and
Moore have booked the Village Hall for Tuesday 1st October to display plans for a
new housing development behind the school.
Litter Pick: Council will finalise the date for a spring litter pick in the village in the
New Year.
Highways: Council to contact SCC Highways following concerns about road
safety along Framlingham Road.
If anyone wishes to see reports and correspondence referred to above please contact the Clerk.
The next meeting of Parish Council will be on Tuesday 12th November at 7:15pm
in the Village Hall.
If you wish to make any comments or ask any questions relating to Council
matters, please contact the Clerk on 07789 538430 or pc@easton.suffolk.gov.uk.
She works 4 hours a week during Monday – Thursday.
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Citizens Advice Bureau
www.leistoncab.org
Leiston, Saxmundham and District Citizens Advice Bureau service is
independent and provides free, confidential and impartial advice to everybody regardless of race, gender sexuality or disability.
Every year Easton Parish Council make a donation to the local branch of the
CAB as they highly value the service that they provide to the residents of
Easton. Council are made aware that a number of people from the village
have used their services in the past year. (They are given no indication of
who, nor what is discussed.)
The CAB have surgeries at the following locations and times in the vicinity:
Leiston
14 Colonial House, Station Road, IP16 4JD. Tel 01728 832193
Monday 10 to 1.30, Tuesday 10 to 2.30, Thursday 10 to 2.30, Friday 10 to
1.30
Wickham Market
Resource Centre, Chapel Lane, Wickham Market
Tuesday 1.30 to 3.30
Saxmundham
Meadow's Children's Centre, Seaman Avenue, Saxmundham.
Wednesday 10 to 12 noon
Framlingham
Volunteer Centre, 10a Riverside, Framlingham.
Friday 10 to 12 noon
Woodbridge
The Help Room, Framfield House Surgery, Ipswich Road, Woodbridge.
Thursday 10 to 12 noon
Rendlesham
Telephone Service only, hours as for Leiston 01728 833520.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Bogus solicitors
The Solicitors’ Regulatory Authority (SRA) has recently posted several
warnings of emails and letters being circulated from bogus solicitor and law
practices. The emails in particular are using names of bona fide companies.
However these emails do not originate from them.
The scams take the form of unsolicited emails, text messages, telephone calls
or direct mail. They will promise you something unlikely in return for a "small
fee", or try to get hold of your personal details such as

bank account details

your full name

your date of birth; or

login details to bank accounts and other sensitive online accounts.
If you have been targeted by such scams, do not give out any money or
personal details. However, if you think there's a good chance someone
approaching you may be genuine, ask lots of questions—just don't give them
any money or personal details up front. Most scammers will not answer your
questions or will just continue to pester you for money or personal details.
Remember, if it seems too good be true, it probably is. Your money may
disappear, but the thing you were promised won't appear.
FedEx Scam
With more products being bought online, scammers are sending out emails
saying that they are FedEx and cannot deliver a parcel as they have a post
code problem. They ask you to open a file which will put spyware on your
computer. FedEx say:
“FedEx is committed to protecting the security and integrity of our network.
While there is no foolproof method to prevent the respected FedEx name
from being used in spam emails or potential scams, we are constantly
monitoring for such activity and work co-operatively with law enforcement
agencies around the world. We urge customers to be suspicious of any
request not coming directly from a FedEx employee or domain name,
especially if it contains an attachment which the customer is asked to open.
Customers should not hesitate to contact us if they have questions regarding
the legitimacy of an email soliciting payment in advance or requests to
provide additional or personal information.”
John Owen
9

Village View

Parish Council Meeting
No Parish Council Meeting for
October

Easton Belles WI
Tuesday 20th October
7.30 pm Village Hall

Mobile Library
Wednesday 2nd and 20th
October
12.20—12.35 Village Hall

Go with the Flow Youth Bus
Tuesdays 8th and 22nd October
6-8.30 pm

Table Tennis
Every Wednesday
6.30 pm Village Hall
£4 per session
Zumba
Every Thursday
6.15 —7.15 pm Village Hall
£5 per session

Easton Pre-School
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays
9.15-11.45 am and 12.30—3.00 pm
(Lunch Clubs 11.45—12.30 pm)
Thursdays
9.15—11.45 am
Gentle Intro to PS for 18+ months
Toddler Group
Every Tuesday Village Hall
9.45—11.45 am
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SHOEBOX APPEAL
Yes, it’s that time of year again!! Link to Hope is again appealing for shoeboxes to
help the very poor people in countries such as Bulgaria, Moldova, Ukraine, Albania
and Romania. This year we have the option of packing a box for a family or a box
for an elderly person.
Last year 40,000 Family and Elderly shoeboxes were sent to Eastern Europe and it is
hoped to equal that total for this year.
It is easy to think ‘do people actually still need shoeboxes in Eastern Europe?’ A
resounding ‘yes, yes, yes: from those who visit each year and give them out, and
also from the community and church leaders who distribute them. They are still
astonished at the poverty they witness each year and they only see a fraction of it.
Shoeboxes only ever go to the poorest and neediest and they are accepted with deep
gratitude.
If you would like to help here are some ideas of items to include in your shoebox:
Family - Shampoo/shower gel, small toys,
toothbrush/toothpaste, sweets/chocolate,
gloves/scarves/hats, small games, brush/comb,
safety razors/plasters, soap/flannel,
screwdriver/tape measure, socks/tights, wind
up torch, pens/pencils/crayons/felt tips, hair
accessories, colouring books/writing pads.
Elderly - Toothbrush/toothpaste, small games,
soap/flannel/shampoo, gloves/scarves/hat,
sweets/chocolates, sensory items such as wind
chime, lavender bag, beany item, brush/comb,
tissues/handkerchiefs, pens/paper, small mirror, socks/tights, plasters, wind up torch,
safety razors, reading glasses
Please do not include food/biscuits/tins, medicines, out of date items, books or
literature.
Fill your shoebox, wrap the entire box in decorative paper, complete the contents
list, fill in the gift aid form if you wish. Tape the contents list to the shoebox as
shown and add £2 per box to help with the cost of fuel for the lorries.
Please deliver your box to me, Carol Rook, Ivy Cottage, The Street by Sunday 3rd
November and contact me on 746162 for the Contents List.
Your gifts really do make a difference.
Carol Rook
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EASTON BELLES
NO EXCUSES NOW…
For our September meeting we were invited to the White Horse Pub where
Allister demonstrated a delicious Salmon dish. The secret, he told us, is having
a very sharp knife – good preparation with a large dose of science and technique!
Twenty-two ladies then thoroughly enjoyed the obligatory tasting!! Thank you,
Allister. (See photos below.)
PLEASE COME TO OUR OPEN MEETING THIS MONTH
Tuesday 22nd October – 7.30 pm Village Hall. Our speaker for this open meeting
is Pat Hodgkins from the National Trust who will give us a talk on Flatford.
£6 for non members of Easton Belles WI, to include refreshments and a glass
of wine.
An idea of numbers would be good, for catering purposes, so please let a
committee member know, or ring me on 746808.
We really look forward to seeing you all.
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Janet Prentice

LETHERINGHAM NOTES
MARDLE MISERY........a local epidemic???
Calling a halt to the regular monthly Mardles was not an easy decision to
make, but we felt the time had come to have at least an extended break
whilst we pursue other fund-raising activities on behalf of our church.
However, we could not let this opportunity go by without thanking all
those who, for the past few years, have made these Monday evenings so enjoyable. Firstly to the helpers who turned out in all weathers to enable the smooth
running of each event. Much goes on behind the scenes and we are most grateful
to each and every one of them. We must not forget the many and varied speakers
who have been in turn amusing, fascinating or simply extraordinary (and sometimes all of these!). Many did not charge for their time and our thanks goes to
them. Of course, none of this would have been possible without the regular support of so many attendees, some of whom came many miles to hear a particular
discourse. Comments were often voiced that it was not only an informative
evening but a jolly social one too. We shall miss the friendship and bonhomie
generated on these occasions.
So the remedy for this malaise - keep track of 'happenings' in Letheringham. We
very much hope you will continue to support us in the future.
......and here is the first of those events to 'track'...this will surely get you into
the Christmas spirit! Those who have not seen Peter in action are in for a real
treat. So don't miss!…
An evening of
MUSIC, MAGIC, & COMEDY
at Easton and Letheringham Village Hall
with the redoubtable and well-known, one and only
Peter Holloway
Monday 18th November Doors open 7pm
Admission £5
(All proceeds to St Mary's, Letheringham)
Interval refreshments will be available.
Numbers are limited so if you wish to reserve
your seat please contact Polly on 747449.
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Marion Brown

Easton CP School
www.eastonprimary.org.uk
admin@easton.suffolk.sch.uk
01728 746387

New Academic Year 2013
After a fantastic summer all our children have been raring to go and are
already stuck into their work. Topics this term include WWII and the history of toys. If anyone has any artefacts / stories to tell please call us at the
school if you would be willing to make a visit.
There are several changes this term as I will be leading Leiston Primary
School with the head teacher of Wickham Market for the next term at
least. I will spend part of the week in both schools and Mrs Melissa Geater
will be stepping into my shoes when I am at Leiston. Mrs Geater is a highly
experienced teacher who will be taking the lead in developing a new
curriculum for the school in light of changes nationally. Mrs Payne, Miss
Hutchings and Mrs Nicholson, as well as all the support staff, will continue
their fantastic work in school.
Mrs Porter-Hardy who has worked in the school office for over ten years
will be working in Wickham Market School as well as Easton to take the
lead on finances in both schools.
If anyone from the community would like to help in school on a regular
basis hearing children read or helping with craft clubs or anything, please
contact us – you would be very welcome.

Cheryl Singleton
Headteacher
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Proposals for the Development of School
Field, Bentries Farm
Many of you will have visited the Hopkins and Moore exhibition
which took place in the village hall on Tuesday 1st October.
The Parish Council would welcome feedback on your views of this
development. Please pass your comments to your local
councillor—a list of whom are in the back page of the magazine.

John Owen

The healing power of laughter
The health benefits of laughter have become widely recognised in recent
years. People feel less pain after a good laugh because (research
suggests) it releases chemicals that act as a natural pain-killer. Physical
benefits of laughter have been found to include a drop in stress
hormones and less risk of heart disease. Mental and social benefits
include less anxiety and stress, improved mood and enhanced group
bonding.
Humour helps us to keep a positive outlook in difficult situations,
disappointments and loss. More than that, laughter gives us the courage
and strength to find new sources of meaning and hope. It really is
contagious – just hearing laughter primes your brain and readies you to
smile. It dissolves distressing emotions. You can’t feel anxious, angry or
sad when you are laughing.
Humour gets you out of your head and away from your troubles. Infants
begin smiling during the first weeks of life and laugh out loud within
months of being born. But you can learn to laugh at any stage of life.
Smiling is the beginning of laughter. It can help to set aside special times
to seek out humour and build from there. Pay attention to children and
emulate them. They are experts on playing, taking life lightly
and laughing. When you hear laughter, move towards it.
Share your embarrassing moments. The best way to take
yourself less seriously is to talk about times when you took
yourself too seriously.
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Easton Pre-School News
Wow! On returning to Pre-School after the holidays,
we couldn't believe our eyes when we discovered our
pumpkin plant in the garden had not only survived but
like Jack, it had climbed the beanstalk and a large
grapefruit sized pumpkin was resting on the wall
staring at us! Hopefully it will continue to grow larger so we can hollow it
out for Halloween, saving the seeds for next year when the circle of life
starts again!
Our tadpoles turned out to be 'toadpoles' all along! All but one migrated
back to their roots (unless the birds had them!) and he/she jumped out at
us when we investigated the makeshift 'pond'! Talking of jumping—we had
a grasshopper visit us in our first week back which was very exciting,
taking turns to have it hop the length of our arms then on to the next
person! All good fun!
Our theme for this term starts with 'Harvest' and we are all now Master
Chefs of Apple and Blackberry Crumble with bread making next week! Or
perhaps we should start up the Great Easton Bake-Off! Latest on our
forlorn parachutists (teddies) stuck in the trees around the church after
our Summer BBQ - we're afraid none of them have come down but we are
hoping that when the leaves start to fall they will too!
We now have a date for our next Bags2School collection so please save
all your unwanted clothes, paired shoes, bed linen and curtains and make
sure we get them by Wednesday 20th November. Please ring 01728
746935 if you would like any bags collected from you before that date.
Thank you for any you have already donated; they have been nicely
converted into cash to purchase items for our dressing up rail.
All of us at Pre-School would like to thank Alun and Jacqui next door in the
Harrier Hunt Kennels for the continuing donations from the sale of eggs.
We are hoping to buy a fleet of tractors for our 'small world' play area.
We still have a few sessions vacant on most days (not Tues all day or
Thurs afternoons) so if you would like to arrange a visit please ring 01728
746935 or contact us by email
eastonpreschool@yahoo.co.uk
Bring this article and get a free trial session!
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Wellie Boots for October

W

ell, first the good news. After flagellating ourselves over global warming for several years it is now official - there has been no increase in
global warming for at least the past fifteen years.
Now for the bad news, I’m afraid. It’s now October and for
the gardeners amongst us that means a heck of a lot of
hard work in a very short space of time. Now we have to
“pay the piper” for those hazy, lazy days of summer spent
idling and lounging around on deckchairs or under sunshades, Pimms or gin
and tonics ever present at your elbow, enjoying our gardens at our leisure.
Delilah says she’s been very good at that, from the little she can remember.
So where to start first? One of the first is a massive dose of TLC for our
bedraggled lawns to recover from the hammering they have had over our
unusually hot summer this year. After all, grass is a plant like all the others in
your borders and so needs cultivating to keep it healthy. For this exercise
only, first cut the lawn as short as you can, then thoroughly scarify. Best
option would be to hire a professional scarifying machine which will have
solid knife-like blades, otherwise use the real DIY system - much harder work
but it does the trick. That’s it, lift out the “thatch” in the lawn which consists of
dead grass, moss and weeds by vigorously raking with a springtined rake, stimulating the grass to produce new growth from the
roots. Then aerate thoroughly, an action so beautifully performed
by some members of the Easton Belles. Stab the lawn fairly
deeply with a fork, then wiggle, wiggle, wiggle. Repeat every
nine inches or so until the whole lawn has been covered, letting
out stale carbon dioxide and allowing fresh oxygen in. The results can be spectacular, so they tell me. At least three inches off the waist
and two off the hips for a largish lawn if you attack it rigorously. And if you
have bare patches or hollows then top dress with a mixture of fine sand and
compost, placing a final layer of grass seed over the top and then water well.
No, Delilah dear, it’s not a new face pack or face lift, I’m talking about the
lawn. What are we to do with her? But do please remember to protect from
those dear little dickie-birds who like nothing better than to lunch out
al-fresco on any newly planted seeds. Then, of course, feed the rest of the
lawn with autumn weed and moss killer, avoiding the newly planted areas.
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Want a new lawn? Well, October is also the last opportunity for sowing
grass seed and just about the best time for laying turf. Good preparation is
vital for either: remove weeds and stones, dig over thoroughly, adding
organic matter and fertiliser, rake smooth and firm-up by walking up and
down all over it. Then rake again at right-angles and repeat the raking and
firming process until the area is flat and the surface is a fine crumb-like
texture. Sow the seeds according to packet instructions or if laying turves do
it in a brick pattern ie so no joints are in line. Butt them together as tightly as
you can and fill any gaps with sieved soil. Water well and keep off the lawn
for 4 to 5 weeks making sure it is not allowed to dry out or to get waterlogged.
Of course, whilst the greenhouse has been empty
during the summer I know you have all seized the
chance to clean it out thoroughly, cleared out all the pots
and filled with new compost after washing them all in a
mild solution of disinfectant, together with all the gravel.
After having sorted all your spare pots in order, I know they’re all sitting in
neat rows under your potting benches, etc, waiting to be filled with all those
perennials that will not survive the winter outside. But before you do this,
place all the other plants outside and disinfect and fumigate the whole
house (I find a sulphur candle does the trick admirably) to kill off any bugs,
creepy-crawlies, etc that can lurk in any dark corner or crevice available.
And don’t forget to clean the roof as well as the walls to maximise winter
light levels inside.
The nights are drawing in, the temperatures getting lower, so the
time is now upon us to start stripping down all our outside pots,
urns and hanging baskets, most of which can be planted up with
spring bulbs and winter-flowering pansies to cheer us up though
those long, miserable, damp winter days and nights. But don’t
forget to pot up and cut back any displaced perennials such as
geraniums. Sheltered from the frosts over winter, with the careful
selection of additional cuttings, this will save you a small fortune come the
spring. You’ve obviously ordered and probably already received most of
your early spring bulbs ready for planting at the appropriate times, but if you
want flowers indoors at Christmas the cheapest and only way now is to buy
specially prepared bulbs, but you’ll have to be smartish as they need to be
planted around the end of October. I always seem to get my timings wrong
and get a great show of amaryllis in time for Valentine’s Day, so do ask your
supplier.
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Meanwhile, dahlias. The bane of my life. To be or not to be? To
lift or not to lift? If lifting, wait until they have been blackened by
the first frosts. Then lift, dry off and store in a cool, dark, airy frost
-free place and store in dry sand to stop them shrivelling. But do
keep an eye on them – the year I tried this method, come the spring I found
not only that most of them had disappeared, but I had a colony of the fattest,
small furry four-legged varmints ever seen in Suffolk infesting my garage.
So last year I left them in the ground and deep-mulched them over. With
hindsight I’ve found this was only suitable for the tougher types but although
many survived, in early summer most became infested by a critter called a
capsid bug, making the plants look diseased, and most flowers were poor.
Whether this was due to being over-wintered outside I know not, so this time
I’m trying both methods. Darned if I’m going to be beaten by a miserable
tiny beetle.
If you have trees or shrubs that produce berries such as verbena, holly,
firethorn, etc, please leave the pruning of these until the spring so that our
garden birds have a natural food source throughout the winter months.
Cover ponds with netting where possible to stop contamination from falling
leaves, cut back dying marginals and remove dead leaves from water-lilies.
But don’t fall in like you-know-who did last year.
Finally, regular readers will know that it’s that time of year for my most
profitable tip of all and so easy-peasy. Free leaf-mould. All you need is
several black refuse bags and a plentiful supply of dead, fairly damp, leaves
– but not evergreen. Fill the bags half-full with damp leaves (if dry, pour in a
jar of water and shake around) then tie up, spike three or four times with a
garden fork, throw into an unseen corner and completely forget about them
for about nine months or so. Result? A wonderful supply of pure leaf-mould
– and all for nowt.
But above all, mind those backs. Little but often is usually the best policy, so
don’t overdo it.

Wellie Boots
PS. Just remembered. Although I think the new pampas grasses are
looking great, the village green does need a good dose of TLC and putting
to bed for the winter. Could we please organise a working party for
Saturday 19th October for a couple of hours from 10.00 am onwards,
weather permitting. Please bring your own gardening gloves, secateurs,
etc. I look forward to seeing you on the 19th.
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Can they find you in an emergency?
I was recently reading Framfare magazine and was struck by an
article from a First Responder about the difficulty of finding people in
an emergency when every second could be critical. He writes:
“My new job has made me even more aware how badly marked some
homes are, with names and numbers either barely visible or missing
completely. Please take a moment to look at the outside of your
home and think (be honest with yourselves here) how easy is my
home to find in an emergency? Remember the people looking for it
will be against the clock and may be coming in the middle of the night
so as well as the name and number being CLEARLY MARKED FROM
THE ROAD, adequate lighting around it should be considered too.
Not only will you be helping us responders and the following
ambulance crew to get to you as soon as possible in your hour of
need when every second counts, but as a bonus, you’ll also be
helping the post office delivering your mail!”

Jane Woodbury-Eggins

EASTON 100 CLUB
August Winner—Jenny Cole
(No. 32)
Winning £44.50
Organised and run by the Village Hall Management Committee
Contact Dave Stagg on 746054 or visit www.elvillagehall.com/members-&numbers.html for the last few remaining numbers.
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British Red Cross Across Suffolk
Autumn/ Winter Snapshot of what we do near you
Suffolk Mobility Aids loan service has gone mobile. We can now deliver
medical equipment such as wheelchairs or commodes to your home! We
found that vulnerable people across the county often could not get to a local
Red Cross centre and so we have introduced a new delivery service. The
equipment loans are still free but there is a charge for delivery. Borrowed
items can still be collected free of charge from: Bury St Edmunds, Haverhill,
Ipswich, Woodbridge, Newmarket and Southwold. We also sell second
hand wheelchairs.
So far this year we have raised £50,000 locally for Red Cross services in
Suffolk. This winter we need to raise £3,000 to teach life-saving first aid
skills to homeless people in Suffolk. Would you recognise the signs of
hypothermia, and know what to do?
We are out and about in Suffolk schools at the moment with the Crucial
Crew team. This brings together agencies such as Police, Fire and Red
Cross to teach junior children how to stay safe and what to do in an
emergency. A ten year old child may be able to put you on your side in the
recovery position, a simple action which could save your life! Each school
visit costs the Red Cross £50.
Our Open Gardens raised over £10,000 for Suffolk services this summer
and we’re looking for people to help run the scheme. If you are good at
organising, baking or like to meet new people, get in touch – join the team
and you could help us to raise £15,000 next year.
We spend more on helping people in Suffolk than we raise.
If you would like me to talk to your local group about the work of the Red
Cross (or for anything else) contact Jane Dow on 01284 727247.
Thank you for your support.
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Challenges and Choices consultation 22 June – 22 December 2013
What is Challenges and Choices?
‘Challenges and Choices’ is a consultation about the biggest issues that affect the water
environment in our region.
Why is Challenges and Choices important?
It’s important that we all value water because it’s a precious resource. It allows the
natural environment to flourish, and businesses, agriculture and the economy to
grow and prosper. Water is essential to people’s enjoyment of life and wellbeing. It
gives us beautiful places to play in, to explore or just to get away from the world.
The Anglian River Basin District is home to approximately 7.1 million people,
including many important animals and plants. Some key challenges the water
environment faces is a growing population, climate change and Man's interventions both now and in the past.
It’s our role to make sure water is protected and improved. We want to work with
you to overcome these challenges and make the right choices to protect water for
the future.
What will happen as a result of the consultation?
This consultation is an important step in managing the water environment in
England and will help us plan how to improve water quality between now and
2021.
What do I need to do?
We want you to help us develop plans to improve water quality in Anglian Region
by telling us what you think. Take part in our consultation by visiting our website on
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/33252.aspx
‘Your Water – Discover it, Enjoy it, Protect it’
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SPORTING EASTON
MORE BOWLS SUCCESS FOR EASTON
As mentioned in last month’s magazine Easton Bowls Club has been really
successful this year and now it has another success to add to the list. On
Sunday 25th August the Fynn League final was held at the Easton ground.
The team turned out in good spirits to take their chances against a team
from Leiston Garrett. Lots of supporters came along to encourage both
teams but Easton won the day and took the trophy for the first time in its
history.
An added highlight to the day was the presentation of a cheque for £500 to
a representative from St Elizabeth Hospice.

On Thursday 5th September there was a fun match between the Bowls club
and the Cricket Club. The young guns from cricket thought they would show
the oldies from bowls what sport was all about. But guess what – the oldies
won the day. It was a bit like the hare and the tortoise with the experience
of the oldies against the speed and enthusiasm of the young guns.
The final event of the season was on 8th September when 16 teams took
part in the Ransome Trophy tournament. A splendid day was had by all and
the final was contested by two Easton teams with Paul Catling, Mick Boon
and Jane Pollock winning the day against John Newson, Charles Pollock and
Carol Rook.
An excellent season all round and if you’re interested in trying the game
watch out for news in the spring.
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CRICKET CLUB SUCCESS IN 2013
During the most glorious summer for years, Easton Cricket Club has gone
from strength to strength with a huge number of successes and the Junior
section is the envy of many clubs in Suffolk. There have been numerous
successes from both senior and junior cricketers—too many to mention
individually.
Team successes this season:
The 1st XI came 3rd in division 2 of the Two Counties League with the 2nd XI
coming 3rd in division 8 East of the same league. The Sunday XI achieved
success by taking 2nd place in division 1 of the Suffolk Alliance Sunday League
and the Ladies continued the success by coming 2nd in the Two Counties
Ladies Challenge Championship.
The Juniors also had a tremendous season with the under 9s, under 11’s and
under 13’s all winning their leagues and the under 15’s came 2nd in the league
and won the cup. The Junior girls won all their matches to win the Lady
Taverners Girls League.
The club would like to thank its Life President, Mrs Mary Duggan, all team
captains and managers, coaches, tea ladies, ground staff and the villagers for
their hard work and support We look forward to another successful season in
2014.
EASTON CLASSIC GOLF TOURNAMENT
29th August was yet another gloriously warm and sunny day when 52 players
arrived at Cretingham Golf Club to contest the Easton Classic. Despite the
usual moans and excuses for a bad shot, a great day was had by all and the
grand sum of £752 was raised for Easton Cricket Club.

Overall winning team
‘The Pike Hooks’
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Makes a great
Christmas
present!

Back by popular demand!
We have produced the 3rd edition of the book
chronicling the lives of this important family in the
history of Easton.
A limited number of copies are now available from
Peter Farley on 746856.
Cost: £7 per copy (in colour)
(Any profits to All Saints Church)
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Contact Details of
Councillors that
serve Easton
Parish Councillors:
Chair : John Owen
Tel: 01728 746644
(Also SCDC Representative)
Vice Chair : Bob Gibbon
Tel: 01728 746866
(Also Playground Officer)

Do you have something to put
in the magazine?
Contributions to the next Parish Magazine
should arrive by the 20th of the month before,
either by email or by handwritten piece,
please.
My email address is :clareeowen@aol.com
or handwritten pieces to me at 5 Harriers Walk,
Easton IP13 0HA

Tony Smith
Tel: 01728 746658
(Also Emergency Officer)

Village Hall Bookings

Brian Boon
Tel: 01728 745057
(Also Public Footpath Officer)

Contact Jenny McEvoy by email
jenny.unicus@btinternet.com

Michael Coney
Tel: 01728 746181
(Also Tree Officer)
John Kerr
Tel: 01728 746517
Jenny McEvoy
Tel: 01728 747366
Clerk :
Esther Brown
07789 538430
(Also Responsible Finance Officer)
Suffolk County Councillor
Peter Bellfield
Tel: 01473 735259
Fax: 01473 735859

For more information on your
local villages, visit the parish
websites:-

Suffolk Coastal District
Councillor
Bob Snell
Tel: 01728 685877

A copy of the latest signed
minutes of the Parish Council can
be read on the back of the village
noticeboard.

www.easton.onesuffolk.net
www.brandeston.net
www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk
28

Bespoke Travel Agency
long haul - safaris - honeymoons - luxury city breaks - family holidays - villas groups & more
Contact Julie 01728 748209
jules@travelwithjules.co.uk
www.travelwithjules.co.uk
ABTA & ATOL protection

NEAL’S GARDENING SERVICE
Grass cutting
Weed clearance
Patio cleaning
Planting
Strimming
Plant care
For all garden maintenance
call Neal on

07856 399576

or

Jeff Redgrave
Fencing, garden and woodland
management

Reuben’s

Deer & rabbit proof fencing
Livestock & horse fencing
Picket, closeboard
All types of gates
Tree and hedge planting
Garden and estate maintenance
Weed control - Pond clearance

LANDSCAPE DESIGNS

Fully insured & NPTC certificated
References available - 25 years’ experience

01728 748067 or 07880 733689

of Little Glemham

Complete Garden
Makeovers!
Tel: 01728 745035
Mob: 07957 657967

