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EASTON CHURCH 

OPEN TUESDAYS AND 

SATURDAYS  

ONLY 

10 AM TO 4 PM 
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Reverend Graham Hedger’s Letter 
 

 
The year moves on a pace.  As I write this, snow is still falling.  I 
know that not everyone likes snow and that it can make life      
difficult, but I’m a little boy at heart.  I love snow.  Whether it’s a 
walk in the snow, the challenge of driving in adverse conditions,  
or as happened yesterday, making a snowman.  It cheered me up. 

There are many reasons to be cheerful.  As the vaccination      
programme rolls out, so many people will be protected, and we  
will eventually move into a new phase of life.  Until then we press 
on.  It’s not always easy to be cheerful at the moment.  For some 
time I have kept a set of cards on my desk.  When something  
happens that brings a smile to my face, I write it down.  Then 
when I’m feeling down I pick a card and it reminds me of some-
thing that has happened that cheered me up.  It can be as simple 
as a glorious sunset which reminds me of the beauty of God’s   
creation, or an act of kindness by someone.  I commend the idea 
to you. 

Walking around Charsfield and seeing everything blanketed in 
snow meant that I saw the village in a different way.  It all looked 
clean and fresh.  Many of us will have been using Lent like that;   
in different ways seeking to cleanse and change how we do things. 
I’m reminded of the words of David in Psalm 51 where, after   
wayward living, he repented and as a consequence wrote a poem 
in which he wrote ‘wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow 
now.’  What a wonderful promise. 

It was in March last year, as we prepared for Mothering Sunday 
that we found ourselves in lock down.  Our first ‘zoom’ service was 
on that Sunday.  Things have come a long way since then.  Thanks 
to the wonderful work Bill and Jackie Clark do, our services are 
much more professional.  Andrew Quartermain provides excellent 
music which enables us to sing.  So, I invite you to join us on 
Mothering Sunday (14th March at 9.30 am).  Likewise, our Palm 
Sunday pilgrimage will take place by zoom on 28th March.  We are 
still planning some services to be in church or churchyards for 
Easter Day.  Details will be available in the April magazine. 

 

Graham 



 

 Services in March 
 

Each Sunday we hold a zoom service at 9.30 am.  To join, email 
Bill Clark on bill78@btinternet.com 

 

Parham will hold a service of Book of Common Prayer Matins on 
14th at 11am. 
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Churches open for private prayer 
Please follow the notices inside the church 

 

 

Brandeston Tuesday 10 am – 4 pm 

Campsea Ashe Sunday 1.30 pm – 5 pm 

  Thursday 10.30 am – 1pm 

Easton Tuesday 10 am – 4 pm 

  Saturday 10 am – 4 pm 

Hacheston Wednesday 10 am – 4 pm 

Kettleburgh Daily 8 am – 6 pm 

Marlesford Sunday 11 am – 4pm 

  Wednesday 8.30 am – 4 pm 

Parham Wednesday 10 am – 4 pm 

mailto:bill78@btinternet.com
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Church Matters 
 

 
"I am your God and will take care of you until you are old and your 
hair is grey.  I made you and will care for you; I will give you help and 
rescue you." 

This is a quotation from Isaiah (ch.46.4) from the Good News Bible.   
I leave you to wonder why I particularly like it! 

Church and Zoom Services 

Our Zoom services will continue every Sunday for the foreseeable 
future.  If you would like to join these services, please register with 
Bill Clarke so that he can send you the link (bill78@btinternet.com). 

Lent  

To start Lent we had a fun pancake party 
on Zoom with families joining in and some 
great decorated pancakes.  I think there 
was more eating of pancakes than making 
for some people, but that was all part of the 
fun.   

We hope that you have been marking Lent 
in some way at home.  Lots of us are doing 
the "40 acts of kindness" challenge which     
Graham mentioned last month.  Contact me 
if you would like a copy. 

Mothering Sunday 

There will be a special service on Zoom for Mothering Sunday.  We 
will be encouraging people to make a posy and give it to someone in 
their road/street/area who is unable to be with family. 

Easter 

We hope to be able to hold some services in the Easter period, but 
are awaiting government and Diocesan recommendations. 
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May Fair 

Sadly, the May Fair will not take place this year.  Not enough  
people will have been vaccinated and it would be impossible to 
run with Covid safeguards.  If it were to be a wet day we could not 
go into the village hall either.  This is always such a lovely village 
event and also a major fundraiser for the church and will be sorely 
missed. 
 

Parish Magazine 

Are there any more donations still to come in for the Parish         
Magazine?  Thank you to those of you have already given        
generously.  

Jane Woodbury-Eggins 

Support during these challenging times ... 
 

Pastoral support 
Although we are unable to visit, members of the Ministry Team and  others are 
available at the end of the phone to listen or to pray with you. 
 

Canon Graham Hedger   01473 737280 
Canon Deirdre Parmenter  01728 748145 
Jackie Clark     01728 723623 
Carol Cooke     01728 747625 
 

Supporting others 
For those who are in self isolation it can be a disturbing time.  We continue to 
work with each Parish Council and other village groups to develop a support 
system via telephone and email, to remove some of the isolation.  Also, to  
provide practical support such as collecting and delivering groceries.   
 

Remembering others 
These are very challenging times for many people, who face the possibility of 
the loss of jobs and livelihoods.  Britain already has a large number of people 
who need the help and support of foodbanks.   If you are able, when on your 
very occasional visit to a shop please continue to place an item in the food-
bank collections.  Please continue to remember in prayer all those who are 
continuing to work for our safety and wellbeing, especially those who are 
providing essential services. 



6 

Graham Vellacott 
18th May 1937 - 21st January 2021 

 

Graham was born in Chelmsford, ten years before his sister  
and fourteen years before his brother.  He grew up on a farm at 
Rainham and went away to boarding school.  It was war time 
and he once told me that the reason he didn't eat potatoes was 
that they had been grey and lumpy at school!  After school he 
did a degree in agriculture at a college in Devon. 

After agricultural college Graham worked for a big chicken   
company as farm manager for ten years and after that for a 
company selling agricultural equipment as their manager in  
Norway and Sweden. 

He met Mary when, in her college holidays, she went to look  
after the younger children in the family.  Graham knew            
immediately that Mary was the one he would marry.  They    
married when they were 24 and lived in Kettleburgh.  Mary 
taught at Brandeston Hall School.  They adopted three children: 
Heather, Chris and Titch (who were all baptised in Easton).      
In 1967 they moved to Soham House where they lived for fifty 
years. 

Later in his career Graham applied to train for the priesthood 
and was ordained in 1994.  He was curate in Framlingham,  
then became Priest in Charge at Easton. Kettleburgh and 
Brandeston were eventually added to his benefice. 

As a priest Graham was very pastorally aware and knew nearly 
everyone in his parishes.  He enjoyed a pint in the pub and got 
to know many local people that way.  He enjoyed celebrating 
farming and rural life in church services such as Harvest and 
Rogation, his knowledge of agricultural life coming to the fore.  
He also loved family occasions, especially baptism services 
when he would involve all the children there.  Weddings were 
also joyful occasions. 

 

 



The cover of his funeral service sheet had a photo of Graham 
with one of his donkeys, which he loved so much (see below).   
At the service the memories of Graham included dog walks - 
preferably beginning and ending at a pub - and his love of     
football to which he would take Heather, borrowing a milk crate 
for her to stand on.  Other memories included his postcards 
which would be sent from holidays and on other occasions, but 
which were often indecipherable so that it became a joint effort 
by recipients to read them. 

Graham was known for his calm and gentle encouragement      
of people in  their faith journey.  He was seldom angry and did 
not say bad things about anyone, although he would criticise   
unkindness.  He had an empathy with those in need and        
supported others in their ministry.  Graham's faith was strong  
and unwavering.  He had a good life and we have shared   
something special in knowing him. 

Jane-Woodbury-Eggins 
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Susan Baldry 1943 – 2021 

Sadly, Sue lost her 8-year battle with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease on Monday 1st February 2021.  She lived in 
Campsea Ashe with her husband,  Godfrey. 

Born In Halifax, she moved to Suffolk as a child and 
was educated in Thornham and Leiston. Right from 
the start she had a vocation to teach and went to 
training college in Bishop’s Stortford. She taught at 
several schools in Ipswich and Leicester, culminating in a headship of 
Easton Primary School for 17 years. She went on to lead an OFSTED failing 
school out of closure. 

Sue was instrumental with Rev. Deirdre West and Brenda Gould, in getting 
the annual flower festival in Campsea Ashe Church off the ground. 

Married to Godfrey for just over 50 years, she travelled extensively    in the 
wildest parts of the Rockies in both Canada and America;       explored the 
American Revolution in The Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia; enjoyed the 
High Atlas Mountains of Morocco, and rode horses across the plains of 
Montana and Sierra Nevada in Southern Spain 

Sue’s was a life well lived with a cruel, undignified and unjust ending. 
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“A Introduction to Living in Easton” 
 

I am now managing this booklet of information for        

newcomers to the village, having taken over from Charles 

Pollock (a hard act to follow) who did such a brilliant job   

for many years.  Charles, we salute you and thank you. 
 

In these strange times of Covid restrictions and keeping  

ourselves to ourselves, could I please call on all villagers to 

let me know of anyone moving into the village.  I can then 

make sure they receive a free copy.   Equally, if there is any-

one out there who hasn’t received a copy and would like 

one, please call 746644 or email me jkowen.jo@gmail.com. 

 

John Owen 



Easton Parish Council 

 

The Parish Council recently held their Precept setting meeting.  The 

Council are cognisant of the financial effect that the pandemic has 
had on many households.  Bearing this in mind we are pleased to 
announce that the Council have been able to maintain the precept 
at the same rate this year. 
 
Easton traffic calming scheme - The Council have now received an 
estimate for the work and once a few minor queries have been  
resolved, we hope to proceed as soon as possible. 
 
Quiet Lanes - Easton are taking part in this initiative.  Borrett Farm 
Lane and Hacheston Road have been nominated.  In future it is 
hoped that there will be a linked network of quiet lanes to be     
enjoyed.  You can find out more about the lanes which are already 
included in the scheme on the website www.quietlanessuffolk.co.uk 
 
The next Council meeting will take place on Thursday, 22nd April at 
7.45pm via Zoom.  If you would like to join us, contact the Clerk 
for details - parishclerk@eastonpc.org.uk. 
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HOPE 
 
You don't need to create 
your own hope -  
the sky is full of it. 
Wake up early one day 
(I dare you) 
and watch the sun rise, 
watch how it encourages  
the earth 
to become itself, only more 
so, 
watch how it allows all things 
(even the sad beings) 
to be colourful and beautiful, 
then listen, 
listen as it says 
quietly, undoubtedly, 
'We begin again'. 
 

Gideon Heugh 

http://www.quietlanessuffolk.co.uk
mailto:parishclerk@eastonpc.org.uk
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Meet the Business 

Boots n Blades 

This month’s article features a business that, although based in Debenham, has a 
strong connection to Easton. Thank you to Karen Bloomfield.                   Derek Balcombe 

 
When did Boots n Blades first start and how did you come up with the name?  
 

Boots n Blades opened 5th February 2016.   The name was created over a 
bottle of wine with my husband and myself one evening!  I wanted something 
catchy that people would remember and had a little bit of what we are about 
in the name.  As we deal in garden machinery which mostly has a blade of 
some sort and we sell work boots and wellingtons, it seemed a good choice. 
  
As well as machinery sales and servicing, you also have a hire department. 
Which machines are most often hired out? 
 

We have a small range of equipment for hire from strimmers, hedge trimmers, 
posthole borer, leaf blower, wacker plate etc.  The most popular are the       
rotavator and scarifier. 

 
Do you see rechargeable battery-powered garden tools ever taking over from 
petrol driven ones? 
 

Battery operated tools have developed so much in the last few years.  Bigger 
better batteries are now giving much longer work time.  They are ideal for do-
mestic use, with a wide range of tools including a lawnmower all using the 
same battery.  I think they will take over from petrol for the small garden.  No 
mixing of fuels is a real bonus for strimmers/chainsaws etc that are not used 
frequently.  A lot of people don’t realise that fuel goes off after a month! 

 

Is there much difference between the servicing and repair of battery powered 
machinery compared with petrol?  
 

Servicing of battery powered tools is much quicker than a petrol engine, but 
when things do go wrong it’s often more economical to buy a new machine! 

  



 
You also have a retail shop area and provide garden maintenance services.  Is it 
a challenge managing all of the different areas of the business?  
 

Yes it is challenging to juggle the three parts of the business and with that in 
mind I took the decision to close the garden maintenance side of the business 
this year. Due to Covid the shop is currently closed to the public. The servicing of 
machines in our workshop is running as normal. 
 

How far does the catchment area of your customers extend?  Do you have 
many from Easton? 

 

Based in Debenham, we currently have customers from Mendlesham, Eye,  
Stradbroke, Badingham, Marlesford, Woodbridge, Otley, Coddenham and all  
villages within that    radius.  A few from Easton and hopefully more and more.     
I offer FREE collection and  delivery of machines from Easton and on my route to 
work (Kettleburgh, Brandeston, Earl Soham). 
  
Who are your neighbouring businesses at Meadows Works Business Park?  
 

Meadow Works Business Park is my husband’s family business.  On the site we 
have The Earl Soham Brewery, Chris Bigden Antiques, NJB Upholstery, Seager 
Precision Engineering, Barkers Carpentery & Joinery, Bloomfield Installations, 
Branchout Arboricultural Equipment, N Moyce Builder, UWU Artists workshop, 
East Coast Woodcraft,  and next door to me is my husband’s business, SJ Bloom-
field Engineering Ltd (whilst most of his work is agricultural, he also makes gates, 
railings and structural steel work). 
  
How difficult has the past year been for your business?  Have you managed to 
stay open? 
 

The last year has been very up and down with complete lockdown at times as 
everywhere else and not our usual increase in new customers.  We have worked 
hard behind closed doors to continue to provide a great service.  Sometimes our 
parts suppliers had problems getting stock in from overseas making the usual 
next day delivery into next week.  

It is however reassuring to have so many regular, loyal customers who have    
continued to support small businesses like mine. We are very thankful for them. 
Hopefully we will soon see us come out of lockdown and resume normal trading. 
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How long have you lived in Easton and are there any ways in which the village 
could be improved for working or living? 
  
I moved to Easton from Nottinghamshire thirteen years ago to be with Simon who has 
lived here for twenty-four years. We will have been married six years this year.  I love the 
village as it is.  Keep Easton small and friendly!  It fulfils all my dreams.  I'm from a farm-
ing background, rode horses all my childhood and just bought myself one three weeks 
ago after thirty years of wanting but not owning one!  I have had a few rides with the 
Easton Harriers and on a few occasions in the past helped walk the hounds out in the 
mornings.  I look forward to riding out with Hamilton Bloodhounds this next season. 

  
  

To learn more about the services that Boots n Blades provide, please               
visit www.bootsnblades.co.uk 
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http://www.eastonfarmpark.co.uk/
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
 

 
 
Shed Burglaries 
 

Following recent thefts in Easton, a precis of advice from Suffolk   
Police follows. 
 

“In a high proportion of crimes, hinges have been unscrewed and/or 
locks forced.  In some incidents sheds have been in a poor state of 
repair or left insecure. 
 
The following steps will help to ensure that your shed and contents 
stay secure: 
 
 Fittings should be bolted through the door and reinforced at the 

back with a steel plate or washer; hasps should have concealed 
screws.   

 Fit good locks to all doors.  Padlocks should be at least 6cm/2.5 
inches wide, hardened steel, have at least 5 pins and be closed 
shackle.     

 Make sure that the shed is in good condition.  Weaknesses 
such as rotten wood or holes in the doors or windows will be an 
easy access point for a burglar, even if there are good locks on 
the doors.     

 Consider fitting an alarm or investigating if your house alarm 
can be extended to cover the sheds/garage.   

 Secure items within the shed.  Lock items to each other with a 
quality lock or secure them to a fixed point in the floor.     

 Make sure that the boundary fence is in good order, if possible 
at least six foot high and check that gates are locked.     

 Use dusk to dawn security lights around the shed.     
 Security mark property and register it on www.immobilise.com.   
 
If you see or hear anything suspicious, especially at night, please call 

the Police immediately on 101 or 999 if a crime is in progress.”   

http://www.immobilise.com/
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News from Action Fraud 

WARNING: Criminals continue to take advantage      
of coronavirus vaccine roll-out as phishing email     
reports soar.  
 
The email, which attempts to trick people into handing over their 
bank details, was reported more than 1,000 times in 24 hours. 
It appears to come from the NHS and asks the recipient to click    
on a link to accept or decline an invitation to receive the coronavirus 
vaccine. If they click accept, they are asked to input personal       
information and their bank card details. 
 
How to protect yourself 
 
In the UK, coronavirus vaccines are only available via the National 
Health Services of England, Northern Ireland, Wales and Scotland. 
You can be contacted by the NHS, your employer, a GP surgery or 
pharmacy local to you to receive your vaccine. Remember, the  
vaccine is free of charge. At no point will you be asked to pay. 
The NHS will never: 
 ask you for your bank account or card details. 
 ask you for your PIN or banking password. 
 arrive unannounced at your home to administer the vaccine. 
 ask you to prove your identity by sending copies of personal 

documents such as your passport, driving licence, bills or pay 
slips.  

 
If you receive a call you believe to be fraudulent, hang up.  
If you are suspicious about an email you have received, forward it 
to report@phishing.gov.uk. Suspicious text messages should be 
forwarded to the number 7726 which is free of charge. 
 

John Owen 

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
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Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks? 

 

 

 

Walking in Suffolk www.walkinginengland.co.uk/suffolk is the 
website for you! 

For when Covid restrictions allow and with hundreds of  
walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks,      
contact details for all the walking groups in the county and 
much more. Whether you want to walk on your own or with 
a group all the information is there in one place. 

John said, ‘There is so much walking information on the     
web but it is difficult to find.  

‘Walking in Suffolk (part of the Walking in England suite of 
websites www.walkinginengland.co.uk  – one for each county 
in England) has brought it together in one place so whether 
you are walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be 
able to find a walk suitable for you’. 

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a 
note of suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone 
can find a walk to enjoy. 

So home or away, check out the websites and get walking! 

 
John Harris 

www.walkinginengland.co.uk 
email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/suffolk
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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What do you call a laughing   
motorbike?   

A Yamahahahaha 

 

How many tickles does it take to 

make an octopus laugh?  

Ten tickles 

I gave my wife a world map, a dart 

and said, “Throw this and wherever 

it lands I’m taking you for a holiday 

when this pandemic is over”.  Turns 

out we are spending two weeks 

behind the fridge. 

I was driving down the road when I ran over some 

hummus. A little further on, I hit taramasalata. 

Then I saw a road sign: 'Caution - dips in road’ 
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Snowy Easton 
Thank you everyone for all your lovely photos of the recent snow.  

I was thrilled to have so many sent to me.  I can’t possibly include 

them all, but a few of my favourites follow.  These and the rest of 

the pictures will shortly appear on the village website for everyone 

to enjoy.                   Ed. 

A frosty morning just before the snow fell.  
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Right:  Due to it's curved 
beak, it this blue tit  was 
forced to pick up fallen 
seeds under the bird 
feeder.  It could not  use 
the feeder perches. 

The animals in the village seemed to take it in all their stride. 
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Curious but beautiful ice structures.   
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For a couple of snowy curiosities, see page 27. 
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Some things to puzzle over ... 
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Word Association 

Find the word that links each of the three words below.  It can either go 
before or after each word.   

Example:  Wheel    High    Man    (Answer:  Chair) 
 

1.   Pine     
Crab 
Sauce 
 

2. Food 
 Forward 
 Break 
 
3. Cottage 
 Swiss 
 Cake 
 
4. Age 
 Mile 
 Sand 
 
5. Cross 
 Rain 
 Tie 
 
6. Office 
 Mail 
 Hat 

Answers page 27  



For more information on your  
local villages, visit the parish  

websites:- 
 

www.easton.onesuffolk.net 
www.brandeston.net 

www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk 
www.campseaashe.onesuffolk.net 

www.marlesford.com 
www.parham.onesuffolk.net 

Contact details of  
Councillors that serve 
Easton 
 

Parish Councillors: 
 

Chair :    
Sue Piggott 
T: 01728 746622  
(Highways/Cemetery/Burials) 
 

Fiona Siddall 
T:  07970 450245 
(Joint Play Area Officer & Vice 
Chair) 
 

Bob Gibbon 
T:  01728 746866 
(Emergency Officer) 
 

Maureen Birt 
T: 01728 747242 
(Joint Play Area Officer) 
 

Ian Palfreyman 
T:  07775 652820 
(Footpaths Officer) 
 

Derek Balcombe 
T: 01728 768215 

 

Gary Edwards 
T:  747970 
 

Clerk : 
Alison Bramall 
T: 07736 169780 

parishclerk@eastonpc.org.uk 
 

Suffolk County Councillor 
Nick Gowrley 
T:  01449 774297   
M: 07743 033243 
nick.gowrley@suffolk.gov.uk 

 

East Suffolk Councillor 
Maurice Cook 
T:  07825 421128  
maurice.cook@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 

 
 

Do you have something to put 
in the magazine? 

 
Contributions to the next Parish Magazine 
should arrive by the 20th of the month before, 
either by email or by handwritten piece, 
please.   

My email address is :- 
clareeowen@tiscali.co.uk  

or handwritten pieces to me at 5 Harriers Walk, 

Village Hall Bookings  
 

Contact Lorna Edwards 
Email lornaed@hotmail.com  

Telephone: 747970  

WEBSITE ADDRESS FOR  
VILLAGE HALL 

 

www.suffolkvillagehalls.co.uk  
… and search Easton 

EASTON PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
The Parish Council Website is where you 
will find all Parish Council documents and 
information.  The address is:  

http://easton.suffolk.cloud/ 
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http://www.brandeston.net
http://www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk
https://easton.suffolk.cloud/%5bsitetree_link,id=%5d
mailto:lornaed@hotmail.com
http://www.suffolkvillagehalls.co.uk
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Word Association answers: 
1. Apple   2. Fast   3. Cheese 
4. Stone   5. Bow   6. Box 

… and finally, a couple of curiosities 

This formed on a dog bowl in the 
heavy frost prior to the snow. Can 
anyone tell us how the 'ice fin' was 
created?          Chris Neil 

Due to its curved beak, this blue tit 
was forced to pick up fallen seeds 
under the bird feeder. It could not 
use the feeder perches.   
         Brian Boon 





 
Five award winning,  

self-catering cottages on 
your doorstep.   

Sheer luxury AND dog 
friendly!  

 
Call Jacqui on 747186 

E:enquiries@letheringhamill.co.uk 
www.letheringhammill.co.uk 



 
 
 
 
 

 
DOMESTIC, AGRICULTURAL &  

COMMERCIAL INSTALLATION &  
MAINTENANCE EVENT LIGHTING &  

POWER 

T:  01728 684422 
M:  07976 638434 

E: info@aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk 
www.aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk 

BRIDGE HOUSE 
& JENNIFER BAKER CATERING 

 

Catering for parties in our  
16th Century farmhouse or 

at a location of your choice. 
 

BRIDGE HOUSE OFFERS BED 

AND BREAKFAST. 
OPEN ALL YEAR 
 

01728 685473 

EARL SOHAM 

www.bridgehouseuk.com 

    
 

GARDEN MACHINERY 
SALES • SERVICE • REPAIR 
 

10% DISCOUNT FEB & MAR 
FREE COLLECTION/DELIVERY SERVICE  

FOR EASTON, KETTLEBURGH & BRANDESTON. 
 

6A MEADOW WORKS BUSINESS PARK. DEBENHAM 
T: 01728 860330  E: karen@bootsnblades.co.uk 

www.bootsnblades.co.uk  FB bootsnblades 

927927 

If you would like to  

advertise here please  

contact me on 745015 or 

email  

clareeowen@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:karen@bootsnblades.co.uk
http://www.bootsnblades.co.uk



