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Easton’s May Queen for 2013 was Georgia May Spencer (10), with 
attendants Sofia Selby (7) and Lara Whalley (7).   
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Dear Friends  
 

Well here we are writing a letter for the June magazine, a month for holidays, for 
painting the outside of one’s home, of weddings, and of English gardens in their full 
glory - at least they should be, but in my case isn’t quite yet.  But I am ever the  
optimist, and all this in addition to the variety of sporting events that fill a normal 
British summer.   Summer - though at the time of writing this letter to meet the  
editorial copy date it doesn’t feel much like it, and the wind is howling through my 
study windows.  And if there were more central heating oil in my tank, I’d be tempt-
ed to put the heating on for an hour, but I’m waiting for a delivery of some, at nice 
cheap summer prices (ha ha—that’s not very funny). 
But weather and a shortage of oil aside, it has been an exciting year church-wise at 
least, containing as it has the two great spiritual occasions of the selection of Francis 
as the 266th Pope, and the enthronement of Justin Welby as the 105th Archbishop of 
Canterbury, both of whom to me seem to be people who care deeply about people, 
and who are able to readily engage with them, so I see some exciting and challenging  
times ahead for the Church of England. 
But the year moves ever onward, and in the church’s calendar we enter a season  
called ‘Trinity’ where all the Sundays have numbers rather than titles which the great  
festivals have like Easter, Ascension and Pentecost.   The liturgical colour is green, 
the white, gold and reds are gone for a while.   Trinity is sometimes known as 
‘ordinary time’, yet in reality there isn’t anything ‘ordinary’ about it.  It is a long  
Season, running all the way until the end of October, and like its liturgical colour 
‘green’ represents it’s a time of plenty, a time of growth.  So it is right that during this 
‘ordinary time’ most of our seven churches will be celebrating their Harvest Festivals, 
that is after they have recovered from celebrating summer with the usual round of 
Fetes and Flower Festivals.  But until then let’s simply make the most of summer, and 
I wish you safe travel and a happy holiday if you are going away.  
 
With love, in Christ     
       Deirdre 
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Church Matters ……….. 
 

 

 

Discussion Group 
 

Our Discussion Group in May was on the topic of martyrs and these varied 
from the earliest Christian martyr, St Stephen, to more recent ones like  
Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
 

The next Discussion Group will meet on Wednesday 5th June at Easton 
House when we shall be thinking about “Sacred Places”. 
 

New members are always welcome.  Sessions are informal and start with 
coffee/tea and biscuits. 
 

May Fair 
 

An enormous thank you to all the people who worked so hard to make our 
May Fair such a success!  Thank you to everyone who organised a stall,  
donated goods, poured and served the teas, set up, took down and cleared 
up on the green and everyone who came and took part in the event.  Thank 
you also to the Rabble Chorus who entertained us in the tea break and to 
Easton Farm Park for providing the lovely carriage carrying the May Queen 
and attendants. 
 

It is always great to see the Fair so well attended and people enjoying  
themselves – and it stayed dry for us once again! 
 

We made a profit for the church of £871 after expenses.  This is our main 
fundraiser of the year and an essential element to keeping our church  
financially viable, so we are really grateful to you all. 
 
See photos on front cover and page 13. 
 

Hidden Gardens 
 

This is planned for Sunday 16th June from 2 until 5.30 pm.  If you feel brave 
enough to open your garden (it does NOT have to be in perfect order!) or 
could help with serving teas in the Village Hall, please contact Paul and  
Michael on 746181. 
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Baptisms 
 

We have recently had two lovely baptisms – of Olivia Amelie Rook and of 
Philippa Louise Gibson.  These were very special occasions for the  
families and for us, when we welcome a child into the church.  On both  
occasions the children being baptised were incredibly good and there was a 
joyous atmosphere with lots of family and friends to support the girls, their 
parents and godparents.  We send our love to Olivia, Philippa and their  
families and look forward to welcoming them back to Easton church  
whenever they can come. 

Jane Woodbury-Eggins 

 Flowers Cleaning 

1st June Jane Woodbury-Eggins Jane Woodbury-Eggins 

8th June Jane Woodbury-Eggins Jane Woodbury-Eggins 

14th June Wedding Emma Gibbon 

22nd June Jean Kendall Jean Kendall 

28th June Jean Kendall Jean Kendall 

6th July Mary Willson Jayne Gibson 

FLOWER AND CLEANING ROTA 

 

Hacheston Flower Festival   
Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd June 

 

 
All Saints' Church, Hacheston are having a Flower Festival on 22nd and 23rd June to 
raise money for Church funds (including the much-needed roof repair!). The theme 
is the Rainbow and besides the interpretations in flowers of the theme, music will 
be played to set the mood. Also, outside the Church, there will be a Gardeners' 
Plant and Produce Stall and a tombola. You can round off your visit with home-
made refreshments at the Village Hall. Parking is easy as the Hall is near and for 
those who cannot walk far, it is possible to drive to the Church door. If you visit on 
Sunday, you can stay for  Songs of Praise at 5pm in the Church. Why not spend a 

relaxing afternoon and contribute to the maintenance of this lovely Church? 
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Hidden Gardens of Easton 
Sunday 16th June 

2.00 pm - 5.30 pm 
Entrance Fee £4 

(children under 12 years free) 
 

Maps available from any of  
the gardens - look for the signs in the 

village. 

A golden opportunity to see gardens not 
normally ‘open to the public’. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Proceeds to All Saints’ Church 

 

Would you like to open your garden to the  
public?  Your garden does not have to be  

pristine or perfect.   
Contact Michael Coney or Paul Batley on 

746181. 
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SUNDAY CAFE 
       

The first two Sunday Cafes have proved very successful.  Villagers and  
visitors have popped in for good coffee, fine food and a chat with friends old 
and new.  At the first cafe we had a request for bacon rolls and the choice of 
cups or mugs for drinks.  Both of these were available for the May cafe and 
the bacon rolls especially were highly popular.  The table service has also 
proved a hit because there is no queuing for food and drinks so there’s more 
time to chat or read the papers.  The children are enjoying the activities and 
storytelling giving the mums a chance to catch up on the local news. 
 
To show its popularity we have already had visitors who were passing through 
on their bicycles and others who were visiting the village for a baptism and, as 
is proved by the photo, Mark Kenny even got out of bed early on a Sunday to 
join us!!!  Do come again Mark, and all those others who would like a morning 
off from making breakfast, especially now we have the bacon. 
 
The next cafe is on 9th June (see details opposite).  Do come along for an 
hour of relaxation and community friendship. 
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH, EASTON 

is hosting 

Sunday 9th June 

Come and enjoy a cup of ‘proper’ coffee 
or tea with a croissant, homemade  

goodies or a soft drink, read the Sunday 
papers and have a chat. 

Bacon rolls now on the menu! 
 Storytelling and craft activities to  

amuse the children. 



7 

 

EASTON & LETHERINGHAM  
VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

 
 

 

 
We held our AGM on the 7st May and for those of you who were unable to 
join us a copy of our annual report is now on the website and is available for 
downloads. The committee was delighted to report another successful year 
with more users creating more income. This allowed us to keep on top of our 
running costs which like everybody’s were also up, with water, electricity, 
maintenance and repairs all increasing. We were able to invest over £6000 
into the hall this year with fundraising and a grant from The Big Lottery Fund. 
In the annual report you will also read about our investment plans for the next 
12-18 months to further improve the facilities and upkeep of the hall for the 
years to come. 
 

All told it was a very good year and I would like to thank all the committee for 
their commitment and hard work. I am also delighted to say that 7 of the 8 
committee members have agreed to stay on for a further year.  
 

Sylvia Keene, our Letheringham representative, has stepped down after a 
number of years. Our thanks go to Sylvia for all the hard work she has done 
and her dedication to keeping our Letheringham friends informed of what we 
are doing. We now have no representative from Letheringham on the  
committee and there is an opportunity for someone to come forward and  
contribute to the running of the hall. If anyone knows of anyone from  
Letheringham who might be interested then please contact Ian on 747366. 
 

Ian Palfreyman       

 Village Hall Management Committee 

www.elvillagehall.com 

EASTON 100 CLUB 
May Winner 

Anne Parkinson (No. 6) 
Winning £43 

Organised and run by the Village Hall Management Committee 
 Contact Dave Stagg on 746054 or visit www.elvillagehall.com/members-&-

numbers.html for the last few remaining numbers. 
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Dog Fouling 
 

We recently circulated a leaflet regarding the problem of dog fouling and it being 
an offence not to clear up any dog faeces deposited whilst out walking our dogs. 
 

The Waste and Environmental Enforcement Officer for Suffolk Coastal District 
Council has advised as follows: 
 

It is an offence not to clear up faeces on a road or adjoining land subject to a  
40 mph speed limit or less.  

 
Away from the highway it is also an offence under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) 
Act 1996 if a person in charge of a dog fails to clear up its waste anywhere on 

 land which is open to the air and to which the public are entitled or permitted 
to have access (with or without payment). This would include play areas,  
footpaths, bridleways etc. 

 

They have also pointed out that not being aware that the dog has fouled is not a  
defence nor is not having anything with which to pick the waste up. 
 

The person responsible is the person in charge of the dog at the time, which may  
or not be the owner, and the waste should be collected at the time, not left to be  
collected later.  
 

Council know that the vast majority of dog walkers are responsible people who  
diligently clear up their dog waste. Let’s all of us living in this beautiful village with 
our four legged friends keep it clean and safe for our children. 
 

John Owen (Chairman) 

EASTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

NOTICE OF CLOSURE OF VILLAGE CAR PARK 
 

The car park is due to have repairs carried out around the 2nd week of 
June.  We will post notices in the car park in advance as soon as we have a 
firm date from the contractors. 



PUBLIC INQUIRY FOR HACHESTON SOLAR FARM  
PLANNING APPEAL 

 

Public Inquiry Procedure            
The Planning Inspectorate (PINS) decided that an Inquiry was suitable “due 
to the significant local opposition and the controversy it has generated”.  
This is the most formal type of Appeal and the proceedings are similar to a 
court of law, with the use of advocates.  Planning and legal arguments are 
put forward, citing statutory provisions and case law.  PINS provides a series 
of guidance documents available online.  These state that an Inquiry “allows  
for the presentation of detailed and technical evidence and for the cross  
examination of expert and other witnesses by the opposing party.  The  
Inspector will take an inquisitorial role to ensure that evidence is thoroughly 
tested so that a properly reasoned decision can be made”.  For this reason, a 
Fighting Fund has been set up in order to employ legal representation to 
support local residents opposing the planning application.  All contributions 
to the Fund would be much appreciated and details can be obtained by  
emailing the address below. 
   

Inquiry Timetable         
The appointed Planning Inspector will be sent all the correspondence al-
ready on file from Easton residents (interested persons) as well as papers 
from the District Council and Hive Energy.  After studying all relevant docu-
ments, the Planning Inspector will conduct the Public Inquiry locally.  PINS 
state that “interested persons need only submit further presentations at the 
Appeal stage if they wish to add to the comments they made at the applica-
tion stage, or if they did not comment at the application stage”.  Many peo-
ple will have additional comments to send to PINS and should be automati-
cally contacted by SCDC about how to do this.  Others, who have not made 
their opinions known previously, will have an opportunity to write in now – 
please email the nohacheston address below for details of how to do this.     
  

PLEASE SEND ALL LETTERS TO THE PLANNING INSPECTORATE BY  JUNE 19th 
 

Late Changes from Hive Energy        
It should be noted that there were last minute changes made to the applica-
tion by Hive Energy which the District Council has not circulated to interest-
ed residents or to the Parish Councils.  At the Committee Meeting on 23rd 
January to consider the application, the Case Officer reported that the  
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fencing had been changed to deer fencing with wooden posts.   Should the 
proposal go ahead, this could result in our area becoming a magnet for  
metal and equipment theft, since this type of fencing is not recommended 
by Police Authorities as suitable security for solar panel installations. 
 

The Case Officer reported that the type of inverter had also been changed.  
In its email dated 6 days before the Committee Meeting, the applicant  
stated that the new “anticipated inverter” would require cooling fans and 
this system would need 17 inverter buildings.  There was no information 
about the size or structure of the inverter buildings, their exact siting or how 
the noise levels during operation would affect residents.  Lastly, Hive Energy 
stated that there would be 30 CCTV cameras along the boundaries but have 
not indicated where these would be sited. 
 

[This is a landmark Appeal and we have to stop it.  If this goes ahead in a  
Special Landscape Area, nowhere in the region will be safe from similar  
developments. 
   

If you want more information, would like to be kept informed about the  
Progress of the Appeal or would like to contribute to the Fighting Fund 

please email:  nohachestonsolar@hotmail.co.uk 

Kettleburgh Fete – Saturday 8th June 2013 

 
Kettleburgh Fete is back on June 8th from 4pm to 6pm in the gardens of 

The Chequers Pub. There  will be much to keep all the family happy! All 

the traditional stalls will be there:  cake and produce, bric-a-brac, toys, 

rifle shooting, tombola as well as games for all to enjoy. New this year  

is a Craft and Vintage Stall and a Tug-of-War Competition.  The Raffle 

has many great prizes and we will be holding our usual Cowpat  

Competition with the winner taking home £100. Who knows, it could  

be your lucky year! You will be able to buy your tickets in advance, in 

Framlingham Co-op on Friday 31st May, Wickham Market Co-op on  

Saturday 8th June  or from The Chequers. Why not bring your family 

and relax in the Pub garden, enjoy the BBQ or tea and cake on the lawn. 

We look forward to seeing you there.   



EASTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Highlights of the Annual Parish Council Meeting on 14th May 2013 

 

Chairman of the Council  
Cllr Owen was elected as Chairman of the Council for the coming year. 
Hopkins and Moore Presentation 
In the Public Forum Mr Iain Jamie (Land Director of H&M) provided the Council  
with information regarding a proposed development of 17 houses (5 affordable) on 
land behind the school, currently part of the Bentries Farm estate. There would also 
be provision of a 40 space school car park and coach parking. The entrance to the 
main highway would be moved towards Wickham Market and the sight lines  
improved. H&M are seeking to involve the community and plan to hold a public  
consultation probably in the autumn with a view to applying for planning permission 
at the end of the year. 
County Councillor’s Report 
SCC have increased the amount of funding available for highway maintenance due to 
the poor state of the roads and high number of potholes. Cllr Bellfield was asked if he 
would be able to spend any of his quality of life budget on the footway outside the  
Village Hall he responded that he may be able to find £1.5-£2k of the £5,200 required 
if asked. 
Police Report  
PCSO Hassler reported the annual crime figures for Easton. Residents and Council felt 
that the crime figures may not have been complete. PCSO Hassler to re-check them, 
he will also look into why there appear to have been no inquiries in School Lane re-
garding the break-in at the school. 
Clerk's Report  
Car Park resurfacing - Awaiting a date from the contractor; Footway to Harriers Walk 
- Council need to ascertain if the householders are prepared to sell a strip of their land 
in order to have the space beside the highway for a footway; Bollards near the Play 
Area/outside the Kennels - Council to obtain quotes for the erection of safety  
bollards with horizontal bar at the end of the footpath leading to the Play Area and 
for bollards outside the Kennels to protect the verge and footway; Bottle Banks - 
Clerk to write to SCS Ltd to ask for the bottle banks to be emptied more frequently; 
Grass Cutting - Clerk to check that the contractors are cutting the grass to a suitable 
standard in the village. 
Finance  
Council will publish on the website the budget and spending of monies not held  
in reserve for 2013-2014. 2012-13 accounts approved. Internal auditor made 4  
recommendations, 2 have been completed and 2 to be completed by the end of the  
next Council meeting. Annual return completed for the external auditor. 

11 
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Planning 
Council supported the erection of a single storey extension on the site of the  
existing extension at The Cockpit, Easton. 
Items raised at the APM 
Council will not write to D Poulter MP regarding ambulance response times and  
Ipswich Hospital as they have no hard facts. Council will attempt to have another 
meeting with SCC Highways regarding increasing the length of white lines/no  
parking zones outside the school. 
Dog Fouling 
Following information received from SCDC's Strategic Waste and Environmental  
Enforcement Team the Chairman of the Council will write to residents via the parish 
magazine on this issue. Council will arrange for the moving of the dog bin opposite 
the pub to the 'green triangle' on the Farm Park road at the Letheringham turn. 
Hacheston Solar Park Appeal 
There is a meeting at the Village Hall in Hacheston on 30th May at 7:30pm about 
this. 
 

Next meeting of Parish Council will be on Tuesday 9th July, 7:15pm Village Hall. 
 

If anyone wishes to see reports and correspondence referred to above please con-
tact the Clerk.  If you wish to make any comments or ask questions relating to Coun-
cil matters, please contact the Clerk by telephone (07789 538430) or email 
pc@easton.suffolk.gov.uk.  She works 4 hours a week, Monday – Thursday 

 

 

 

Go with the Flow Youth Bus in Easton 
Tuesdays fortnightly  

This month :  4th and 18th June 
 

Time: 6.30pm - 8.30pm.  
 

Location: Village Green  
 

Age : School Year 6 upwards.  
 

Possible Activities include...Wii, X box, TV/Films, Cooking, 
Craft, Games.... 
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My thanks to Ben Saunders and Peter Keeble 

for their photography.  Ed 
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

RBLR 1000 
 

On Saturday 22nd June myself and another rider from Marlesford will be taking 
part in the RBLR 1000 which is a 1000 mile motorcycle ride around England in aid 
of the Poppy Appeal.  
 

The event, which is organised by the Royal British Legion Riders’ Section, starts at 
Squires Café — a famous biker café near Leeds - then across to Warrington, down 
to Redruth in Cornwall, over to Dover then back up to Leeds. The official run starts 
at 5am on the 22nd and finishes at 5pm on the 23rd but we will be aiming to finish 
in under 24 hours, thus qualifying for an Iron Butt Association certificate.  (For info 
go to www.rblr.co.uk and www.ironbutt.co.uk) 
 

If you feel you would like to sponsor me for this event please visit my Just Giving 
web page at www.justgiving.com/john-newson where you can make a secure 
online donation or just give me a ring on 746049. 
 

Many thanks. 
John Newson 

         
 

ZUMBA — WE NEED YOU ! 

 
 
 
New joiners or previous Zumba ladies needed to help keep Zumba classes running 
in Easton.£35 block of 8 weeks (1 week free) or £5 per week.  Now at new time of 
6:15pm- 7:15pm Thursday evenings.  Come join the fun and get fit for summer! 

  
Eileen Torisan-Tinney, Zumba Instructor 



SPORTING FIXTURES FOR JUNE 
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Sat 1st  1st XI  v Braintree   Home 
   2nd XI  v Sudbourne   Away 
Sun 2nd  Ladies XI v Mildenhall   Away 
Sat 8th  1st XI  v Lakenheath   Away 
   2nd XI  v Tendring   Home 
Sun 9th  Sunday XI v Saxmundham  Away 
   Ladies XI v Woodbridge  Home 
Sat 15th  1st XI  v Mildenhall   Home 
Sun 16th  Sunday XI v Kesgrave   Away 
   Ladies XI v Ipswich   Home 
Sat 22nd  1st XI  v Exning   Away 
   2nd XI  v St Margaret’s  Home 
Sun 23rd  Sunday XI v Sudbourne   Home 
Sat 29th  1st XI  v Worlington   Home 
   2nd XI  v Brantham   Away 
Sun 30th  Sunday XI v Melton St Audrey’s Home 

BABYSITTING SERVICE 

 

I live in Round Cottage in 
Easton and have recently 
started babysitting. 
 

My home number is 746411. 
Mobile 07818 419848. 
 

Rate negotiable. 
Ellen Spencer 
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BOWLS CLUB HELPS CHARITY 
 

 

As part of its year as President of the Fynn League, Easton Bowls Club held  
a dance to raise funds for the St Elizabeth Hospice.  On Friday 17th May,  
approximately 90 people met at St Audry’s Social Club to dance the night 
away to the ‘Rocking Fossils’ and to enjoy a buffet supper as well as take 
part in a raffle. 
 
A great time was had by all and £336 was raised for the charity.  It is hoped 
to add to this amount on Sunday 25th August when Easton hosts the Fynn 
League Final – details to follow in due course.   
 
Thanks must go to Mike Cattermole and Charles Pollock for their  
organisation and to everyone who came out to support the event. 
 

Carol Davis 

BOWLS CLUB SPORTING  

In true British summertime weather the bowls season has started with 
games being played in howling gales and torrential rain but we are a 
hardy bunch and ventured forth during May.  Despite the weather we 
have won the majority of games played so far.  It just goes to show 
that Easton players will not be put off! 
 
Tue 4th  v Otley   Woodbridge League Away 
Thu 6th   v Hollesley  Fynn League  Home 
Sun 9th  Eric Peck Open Triples all day competition Home 
Thu 13th  v Trimley  Friendly   Home 
Tue 18th  v Tunstall  Woodbridge League Home 
Thu 20th  v Woodbridge Fynn League  Home 
Tue 25th  v Leiston Garrett Woodbridge League Away 
Thu 27th  v Tunstall  Fynn League  Away 
 



Wellie Boots for June 
 

“O 
ff with their heads! Off with their heads!”  Yes, not only should it 

be time to give some of our plants the “Chelsea Chop” (delay it a 

little this year, everything seems to be so far behind) but also 

those pesky dandelions.  Best solution is a long “daisy-grubber” and get 

them out by the roots, but if that’s not possible tear the heads off before 

the “clocks” appear, otherwise next year they’ll take over completely.  

Having said that, they are a marvellous yellow that is very difficult to find elsewhere 

and a road-side verge full of them is a wonderful sight to see when driving or walking 

around our country lanes.  But that’s where I’d like to keep them, on the verges or  

in the fields – not in my garden.  But they re-appear every year without fail.  And it’s 

not only dandelions – I tend to de-head almost everything, even annuals unless I need 

them for seed, just to maintain the leaves and foliage well into autumn and keep the 

borders looking lush.  Which also means keeping on top of a never-ending profusion 

of weeds appearing almost overnight, every night, growing at least three times as fast 

as any real plants you carefully and tenderly plant.  So, especially on a nice hot day, 

it’s out with the hoe and launch your counter-attack.  That way you can be fairly sure 

they’ll come to a swift demise – do it in damp conditions and they’ll resurrect them-

selves in a couple of hours.  Lazarus had nothing on these guys.  Better still, gather 

them up and, being annual weeds, onto the compost heap or into the brown bin. 
 

Although it doesn’t seem like it at the moment,  I’m going to predict we may  

eventually get some hot weather in the weeks ahead, so like all good Scouts, be  

prepared.  This month might be a good time to white-wash the inside glass of the 

greenhouse as you remove the bedding plants to their permanent places outside,  

helping to keep things more cool and moist inside – it only takes a few hours or so in 

an unprotected glass-house to completely ruin months of tender, loving care.  Lightly 

fried seedlings are not a pretty sight and are guaranteed to leave a very nasty taste in 

your mouth. 
 

But June has to be almost everyone’s favourite month.  Summer is arriving (don’t 

even bother to ask what happened to spring) and we are all out in the garden  

planting and potting-on as if our lives depended on it.  It’s a wonderful time to go 

shopping for shrubs such as Azaleas, Rhododendrons, Hydrangeas, Spireas, Buddleias, 

etc as they are now coming into their full glory and you can choose your colours  

carefully.  Perennials are also progressing fast, with Daylilies, Astilbe, Rudbeckia,  

Foxgloves  and Hollyhocks leading the way, followed by myriads of annuals too  

numerous to mention.  I always feel like a kid in a sweetie shop whenever I go to a 

garden centre except it always turns out to be far more expensive than I thought. 

Whilst some people swear by the large plant sales that are around this time of year, I 

find the quality can be quite variable, preferring   well-tried local suppliers.  Anyone 

who hasn’t could do far worse than try Ladybird Nurseries (I’ve already bought my 

summer stock, so I don’t mind telling you now).  Excellent plants at very fair prices,   
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although of course it’s far more satisfying to grow your own if you can.  My problem 

is, I can never get round to starting early enough.  New Year Resolution for 2014 -

plant early, save big money. 
 

With all new planting however, and indeed established plants, don’t forget to feed 

them to get best results.  A good slow-release fertiliser containing nitrogen, iron,  

sulphate of potash, etc should do the trick.  Watering is another prime necessity but 

NOT little and often but make it long and deep, without making the plants water-

logged.  Once a week is often enough but obviously increase during very hot spells, 

but always in the cool of the evening to avoid evaporation. 
 

Out in our garden things are progressing as nature intended.  The tadpoles 

are gradually turning into froglets and a few dark fish have appeared in the 

pond.  However, during spring the Easton Heron had his wicked way with 

all the coloured ones and they are now no more.  Trouble is, I can never 

find the time to place a trip-wire round the pond to deter him.  Because they always 

have to wade into a pond, a wire about nine inches from the ground apparently 

keeps them off – if I get the time, next year I’ll let you know if it works.  Several 

pairs of great tits and blue tits have selected their des res in the boxes within the  

garden, and a robin, two pairs of blackbirds (one back, one front) and chaffinches 

are in residence somewhere or other, plus a dove over the porch light 

(unfortunately, not a turtle-dove, to our great disappointment ).  Meanwhile, to  

protect other young garden birds, the magpies were persuaded to seek shelter  

elsewhere, a few pokes from a well-placed bamboo cane saw to that. Mummy  

magpies do not like getting their bums wet on broken eggs.  Sad but true – and they 

just had to go. 
 

Aphids, green and black fly are now about to burst upon us but rather than use  

insecticides I usually prefer to use a soapy spray which seems to work just as well and 

is far better for the environment. Likewise my beer traps for slugs, etc although this 

year I may use aluminium phosphate as well.  Two tablespoons in two gallons of 

water applied around the plant when the leaves start to show and it 

penetrates and acidifies the soil, killing off any eggs or tiny slugs it comes 

in contact with.  Use also in the autumn as slugs lay eggs in the crowns 

of plants at that time which will devastate young leaves in the spring 

before you know it.  It has yet another advantage in that you can also 

use it to keep your hydrangea flowers blue. 
 

As AA Milne said, “There once was a dormouse who lived in a bed of delphiniums 

blue and geraniums red.”  Well, we don’t exactly stick to that colour scheme but add 

in an assortment of lupins and hollyhocks, plus a few shrubs and we’re almost there.  

Although mine never seem to grow as well as I know they should – they either twist 

and turn when they shouldn’t or grow up tall and spindly and then fall over.  Same 

thing probably happens to you, doesn’t it??  It doesn’t??  OK, OK, there always has 

to be a smartipants around somewhere – do I look bovvered??  But seriously, all tall 

delphiniums should be staked, which at times rather tends to detract from its  
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beautiful blooms.  A little trick here is to paint a number of 4ft/5ft bamboo canes a 

dull sludgy green and insert well into the soil when planting to avoid damaging the 

roots later.  Then later on, as the plant grows, take a thin green cane normally used 

to support indoor plants and insert it into the centre of the bamboo using green 

raffia or string to secure the plant throughout.  Far more acceptable than using a 

large 7ft bamboo in the first place and equally acceptable for hollyhocks and other 

tall plants.  And talking of hollyhocks, don’t forget to look out for rust on the leaves 

– we all get it and the only way to keep it under control is to remove and burn any 

infected leaves.  Then mulch to prevent spore-splash from the ground later.  But, 

like delphiniums, they do need feeding every two weeks or so. 
 

Lupins are a far easier plant to deal with as they have a very long tap-

root and need no staking.  They need no mollycoddling at all, not 

even manure. Very easy-peasy – just make sure you firm in the young 

plants securely and I find mine survive the winter very well, although 

clumps perhaps need splitting every three years or so. 
 

Such a busy month, even Delilah hasn’t put in her pennyworth.  But finally, as you 

plan your hols, don’t forget the houseplants.  Most can now be safely sent packing 

off to the patio or wherever for a change of scene – just don’t forget to bring them 

back indoors come September.  And if you’re feeling really energetic, a helping hand 

would be most welcome to tidy up the Village Green at 10 am on Saturday 8th 

June to create a good impression for Easton’s Hidden Gardens on Fathers’ Day,  

Sunday 16
th
 June.  I know the 8th is the Queen’s Official Birthday but I suspect not 

too many of us have been invited to her Garden Party, so why not take consolation 

by visiting Easton’s own “do”?  Extra gardens on show would be more than wel-

come whatever their condition – this year I’m presenting a record-breaking display 

of ground elder (if you think I’m joking, just come along and see for 

yourselves!). 

Ever wearily weeding, 

Wellie Boots 

"THE TRUTH IS THE TRUTH—NO MATTER HOW OLD 
 

“The budget should be balanced, the Treasury should be refilled, 

public debt should be reduced, the arrogance of officialdom 

should be tempered and controlled and the assistance to foreign 

lands should be curtailed, lest Rome will be bankrupt. People 

must again learn to work instead of living on public assistance." 

 Cicero, 55 BC. 



 

Neighbourhood Watch 
 

 
Warning after computer sales scam - Suffolk & Norfolk 
 

Police are investigating a scam where computer equipment and mobile 
phones are offered for sale and money handed over for the goods before 
buyers find they have been conned. 
 
Officers are urging residents and shoppers across Suffolk and Norfolk to be 
alert after incidents in both counties recently where victims have been  
approached by a man offering computer equipment at a reduced price. 
 
The victims have agreed to purchase the equipment, handing over large 
sums of cash in return for a bag they believe contains items such as Mac-
Books and iPhones, only to discover the bag just contains bottles of water.  
 
A 24-year-old man was recently arrested in Norfolk on suspicion of fraud  
offences and he has been bailed until June while enquiries continue but  
officers across both counties are continuing to urge residents not to fall for 
the scam. 
 
In April several such incidents were reported in Suffolk including one in  
Elliott Street in Ipswich on Saturday 13, incidents at Portman Road and Cox 
Lane in Ipswich and another in Bedingfeld Way in Bury St Edmunds on  
Sunday 14, one at the Britten Centre in Lowestoft on Saturday 20 and  
another at Wellington Street in Newmarket on Sunday 21. 
 
At Elliott Street £1,000 was handed over to purchase a laptop and an empty 
laptop bag was handed over, while at Newmarket £460 was handed over for 
a rucksack purported to contain phones and an iPad but there were only 
books inside.  
 
At Portman Road a bag of potatoes was handed over in place of a laptop 
and phones. 
 
Police advise you never to buy goods from someone who approaches you in 
this manner. 
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PUB STUFF 

 
 
 

 

 
This month I thought I would share one of the recipes I have been demonstrating in 
the cookery theatre at the Suffolk Show.  It looks like a lot of work but actually once 
you break it down it’s quite easy really! 
  
What’s coming up? 
 
We have an Annual Golf Day on 13th July, so for all you enthusiastic golfers it 
should be a great day out.  We have set it up with Cretingham Golf Club this year so 
bacon rolls, tea/coffee, 18 holes and lunch, followed by a presentation dinner with 
prizes on the 16th back at the pub - all in for £45 per person, plus if you want to  
invite your better halves for the dinner available for an additional £17.  A deposit of 
£10 is required to secure your spot and teams will be drawn out of a hat on the day.   
Good Luck!!! 
 
We also have our version of Hell’s Kitchen coming up.  A great night to be had with 
this one.  It is something I did in Spain quite often.  We have our victims (sorry,  
volunteers) set up for the first one. but if you would like to come along and test their 
fare then places are available for £15 per head. Give us a call to find out more. 
Quiz nights, wine tasting and other events are soon to be scheduled so do keep an 
eye out for more. 
 
The pub continues to go from strength to strength so a big thank you once again to 
the village for the continued support. 
  
See you soon! 
           

                                                                                                                 Allister 



Roasted Rhubarb and Vanilla Brulee Tartlet,  
Rhubarb Crisp and Honey, Stem Ginger and Rosemary Ice Cream 

Serves 4 
 

Ingredients 

 

For the Pastry 

8oz Plain Flour 

5oz Butter, chilled 

1 Egg Yolk 

2 tbsp water 

Pinch of Salt 

Baking beans or rice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a chilled tart so you can make these elements at your leisure in any order. Get the ice 

cream made as soon as possible though as it obviously takes the longest to be ready. 

Ice Cream 

Strip the sprigs of rosemary down, discard the stalks and rub the leaves between your hands 

before putting them into a pan with the cream. Bring the cream to the boil and remove from 

the heat. Let the cream infuse for around 10 minutes then remove the rosemary. 

Next put the egg yolks, sugar, ginger and honey into a bowl and whisk them until they are 

thick, white and fluffy. (ribbon stage) Add the infused cream to the eggs and mix well. The 

mixture will taste a bit sweet but it will be milder when it is frozen. 

Place the bowl over a pan of gently simmering water and stir until the mixture becomes thick 

enough to coat the back of a spoon. 

Now remove from the heat and let cool. When the mixture is cool it is time to freeze it. Try 

to freeze this ice cream in the smallest container possible giving it a small surface area. Place 

in the freezer and stir with a whisk every 30 minutes or so for the first three hours to stop it 

separating. It will take around five hours to set. 

Pastry 

I have chosen short crust pastry for this rather than a sweet pastry as this dessert has some 

very sweet elements and it doesn’t need any more sugar. 

Pre heat the oven to 170°c. Put the flour and butter and salt in a food processor and blend to 

a bread crumb texture. Add the egg yolk and enough water to bring it together. Flatten it out, 

wrap in cling film and rest for 20 minutes in the fridge. 

Roll out the pastry and line your tartlet cases. 4” cases are good for this. 

Rest your pastry again, dock the bottom and bake blind until cooked and crispy. 

22 

Roasted Rhubarb 

3 Large Sticks of Rhubarb 

Caster Sugar, enough to liberally coat the 

rhubarb 

For the Ice Cream 

1 litre Cream 

10 Egg Yolks 

120g Caster Sugar 

150ml Honey 

5 or 6 Sprigs of Rosemary 

2 Pieces of stem ginger, finely chopped 

For the Brulee 
 

400ml Double Cream 

5 large Egg Yolks 

50g Caster Sugar plus extra  

for topping 

1 Vanilla pod  
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Roasted Rhubarb 

Cut the rhubarb into finger size pieces. Place in a baking dish and coat with caster sugar. 

Roast the rhubarb in the oven until tender but not mushy. Around fifteen minutes. Set aside 

to cool. 

Rhubarb Crisp 

These are just a dehydrated rhubarb really so set your oven on the lowest setting possible.  

On a mandolin slice the rhubarb into strips about 2mm thick. Put the strips on a cooling 

rack, dust liberally with icing sugar and place in the oven until crisp, much like drying out a 

meringue. It will take a couple of hours so be patient and don’t burn them! They are worth 

it. 

For the Brulee 

So for this brulee we make it and cook it on the stove. The reason for this is that we want it 

to be set but not to the slightly gelatinous texture you may associate with a bake brulee. It is 

made in much the same way but cooked for longer on the top of the stove. 

Split and scrape the vanilla pod and place the seeds and the pod into the cream, then warm 

the cream on the stove to infuse the vanilla flavor. Leave to one side for 10 minutes then 

remove the pod. 

Whisk together the egg yolks and sugar and pour on the warm cream. 

In a clean pan put the cream and egg mixture back on the stove and on a low light. Continu-

ally stirring cook the egg mixture until it reaches 75°c. A thermometer or a temperature 

probe is great for checking this. Chill in the fridge until set. 

Put it all together… 

Place a few pieces of tender rhubarb in the bottom of the tart case and some brulee mixture 

on top. Smooth off the brulee with the back of a spoon. Now sprinkle on a a thin layer of 

sugar and burn with a blow torch. Repeat this step two or three times to create a thicker 

brulee crust. For presentation purposes, and to stop burning the pastry if you have a metal 

pastry cutter that fits inside the tart place it on top. BE CAREFUL when you remove it. 

Smear a little brulee mixture on a plate and place a scoop of ice cream on top. Add the tart 

and garnish with some rhubarb crisps. 

 

Enjoy! 

Brandeston Village Fete – Saturday 15th June 
  

Brandeston's annual village fete will be held in the gardens of the Queen's Head from 
2.30pm. There will be the usual mix of stalls and games plus, we hope, a Tug of War  

between Brandeston and the Rest of the World! There will be a good  
selection of beers available throughout the day in the Queen and live band  

‘The Broadside Boys’ will be playing their catchy folk with a modern twist music from 
3.30pm.   

  
Draw tickets are available in advance from Lucy Nobbs 01728 684422 for £1 a ticket (will 

deliver to your house) with £100 being the first prize and lots of other really lovely prizes. 
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MANAGING SUFFOLK’S FLOOD RISK 

 
 
Suffolk's Flood Risk Management Strategy is an important new tool to help 
everyone understand and manage flood risk within our county. The strategy 
summarises information on the risk of all types of flooding in Suffolk and ways to 
manage that risk. 
 

The activities identified in this strategy can only manage flood risk. It would not 
be possible, even if there was unlimited money available, to protect all properties 
from any flood risk. Instead efforts need to be made by all involved, organisa-
tions and householders alike, to help reduce flood risk in practical ways.  
 

Keep watercourses free from debris and unnecessary  
structures.  Talk to Suffolk County Council if you want to put  
in a culvert or any other structure in a watercourse. 

 

Avoid paving over your garden unless you use suitable  
permeable surfaces. 

 

Help to keep rain water out of the drains by using water butts,  
green roofs, rain gardens, etc. 

 

Don't wash cement, fats and oils down your drain as this can 
block them increasing the risk of flooding. 

 

If you are building a property, talk to your local council about  
sustainable drainage at the earliest possible stage. 

 

If you have flood defences on your land, consider whether 
youcan help to maintain them. Speak to Suffolk County  
Council if you need help. 
 

Be aware of the risk of flooding in your area. If you are at risk,  
sign up for flood warnings and keep a watch out for weather  
warnings.  Prepare a plan of what you will do if a flood is  
forecast. 

 
To find out more visit www.greensuffolk.org/floods, email 
floods@suffolk.gov.uk or telephone 01473 260929. 
 

http://www.greensuffolk.org/floods
mailto:floods@suffolk.gov.uk


  

WILDFLOWER MEADOW 

WEEKEND 

  

Come and stroll through the stunning 4 acre 

Wildflower Meadow before it is cut for hay which is to be 
featured in an upcoming BBC documentary 

  

at 
  

Barton Grange 

Water Lane  Worlingworth  IP13 7PE 
  

Sat 29th & Sun 30th June 

between 10am and 5pm 
  

Admission £2.50 per adult 

(to inc. tea or coffee) children free 
  

Ploughman lunches served between noon and 2pm £4 
  

Suffolk Wildlife Trust tent along with other stalls including plant, cake produce and  
bric-a-brac etc. 

  
In aid of St. Mary’s Church Worlingworth Restoration Fund 

& Suffolk Wildlife Trust 
  

www.wildflowermeadow.org 
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Monday 10th June          

7.30 pm 

“The History of Magic” 

Colin Hopper  

(retired magician) 

        Easton & Letheringham Village Hall 

 

Colin Hopper writes: 

 

My talk on the History of Magic will focus on the use and purpose of magic 

tricks and illusions.  Not HOW they work but WHY they work! I shall look 

back at the early magicians and wise men who manipulated people by making 

them believe that they had control of the supernatural and spirit world.  I will 

identify and explain how to perform "the oldest trick in the book" - the taking 

and giving of life, and perform one of it's modern day equivalents!!!   

 

The History starts from 2466 BC in Egypt through to the Victorian Music Hall 

acts that used science and technology (which was way ahead of the people), 

and on to modern TV Magic and the Magic of the Mind - a substitute belief in 

the paranormal.   

 

I will illustrate the talk with two or three magic illusions and happily take  

questions afterwards except one - "How's it done?" 

 

£6 donation includes a glass of wine and tasty nibbles.   

 

Proceeds to Letheringham Church 

ANNUAL RIVERSIDE PARTY      

2.00  –  5.00 pm  SUNDAY 7th JULY 
There will be no Mardles in July or August, but we hope to 

see many of you at our ANNUAL RIVERSIDE PARTY to 

be held as usual at Pike Cottage Meadow (by kind permission of Paula  

Tosetti). A sumptuous tea with home-made cakes will be included in the £6  

donation. (All proceeds to Letheringham Church Heating Fund). 

So, if you fancy boating on the river, strolling through the lovely gardens  

or just listening to gentle live music (thanks to Ollie and Co) on a lazy  

summer afternoon, then this relaxing occasion is for you. 

Further details from Polly ffitch on 01728 747449 
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For more information on your  
local villages, visit the parish  

websites:- 
 

www.easton.onesuffolk.net 
www.brandeston.net 

www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk 

Contact Details of 

Councillors that 

serve Easton 
 

Parish Councillors: 
 

Chair : John Owen 
Tel: 01728 746644 
(Also SCDC Representative) 
 

Vice Chair : Bob Gibbon 
Tel: 01728 746866 
(Also Playground Officer) 
 

Tony Smith 
Tel:  01728 746658 
(Also Emergency Officer) 
 

Brian Boon 
Tel:  01728 745057 
(Also Public Footpath Officer) 
 

Michael Coney 
Tel:  01728 746181  
(Also Tree Officer) 
 

John Kerr 
Tel: 01728 746517 
 

Jenny McEvoy 
Tel:  01728 747366 
(Also SALC Representative) 
 

Clerk : 
Esther Brown 
07789 538430 
(Also Responsible Finance Officer) 
 

Suffolk County Councillor 
Peter Bellfield 
Tel: 01473 735259 
Fax: 01473 735859 
 

Suffolk Coastal District  
Councillor 
Bob Snell 
Tel: 01728 685877 
 

A copy of the latest signed 
minutes of the Parish Council can 
be read on the back of the village 
noticeboard. 

Easton Events 
 
June 
 
4th Youth Bus, 6.30 pm V Green 
8th Village Green Tidy Up 10-12 noon 
9th Sunday Café V Hall 10-11.30 am 
10th Mardle, V Hall, 7.30 pm 
16th Hidden Gardens 2-5.30 pm 
18th Youth Bus, 6.30 pm V Green 
25th WI meeting V Hall 7.30 pm 
 
Contributions to the next Parish Magazine 
should arrive by the 20th of the month before, 
either by email or by handwritten piece, 
please.   

My email address is :- 
clareowen2002@yahoo.co.uk  

or handwritten pieces to me at 5 Harriers Walk, 
Easton IP13 0HA. 

 

For Village Hall Bookings  
contact Jenny McEvoy on 747366 

 

http://www.brandeston.net
http://www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk


Jeff Redgrave 
Fencing, garden and woodland 

management 
 

Deer & rabbit proof fencing   
Livestock & horse fencing   

Picket, closeboard  
All types of gates   

Tree and hedge planting  
Garden and estate maintenance   
Weed control - Pond clearance 

Fully insured & NPTC certificated 
References available - 25 years’ experience 

01728 748067 or 07880 733689 

Bespoke Travel Agency 
 

long haul - safaris - honeymoons - luxury -

city breaks -  family holidays - villas -

groups  & more 
 

Contact Julie 01728 748209 

jules@travelwithjules.co.uk 

www.travelwithjules.co.uk 
 

ABTA & ATOL protection 

or 

NEAL’S GARDENING SERVICE 
 

Grass cutting 
Weed clearance 
Patio cleaning 

Planting 
Strimming 
Plant care 

 
For all garden maintenance 

call Neal on 

07856 399576 




