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Dear Friends 
 

Happy New Year everyone.  Can you believe it’s 2017 already, because I can’t.   
It seems 2016 has gone in a flash.  Another year of ministry among you, one in 
which it has been my privilege to share your joys and sorrows, your celebrations  
and challenges, it has been a year of very mixed emotions indeed.    
 

Looking back over the year some of our services have attracted amazing  
congregations, much larger than usual.  Also the faithful contingent of people who 
enjoy the united services have continued to travel and cross parish boundaries in 
order to worship together with people from other villages.  The services which attract 
more people than the usual are uplifting occasions, and are ones where we often 
have the choir, which makes the singing and music special. 
 

So if the special occasions during the year eg Remembrance Sunday, Mothering 
Sunday, Palm Sunday with a procession, are more to your liking than the usual  
normal Sunday of 10-20 people, do read the service rota in this magazine and come 
and see.  You don’t have to wait for Christmas 2017, nor an invitation - our doors are 
always open, and inside, as I’ve said before, you will find people exactly like you, no 
better no worse. 
 

And in this my first letter of 2017, I’d like to re-state what I wrote last year, which in 
case you’ve forgotten, is my hope that the seven parishes of which we are all a part 
will continue to grow to be ‘One’; one Church with seven beautiful buildings to  
worship in which all provide uplifting services that encourage people to participate 
across parish boundaries; ‘One’ as we seek to find new ways to take our faith and 
witness outside our buildings and into our communities; ‘One’ as we respect our 
past, yet respond to the present, and at the same time prepare for the future. 
And none of this would be possible without  the Ministry Team, of retired clergy and 
elders all of whom have most generously given of their time and skills to support  
worship across the seven parishes.  Also my churchwardens, members of all the 
parochial church councils and their treasurers and secretaries, together with the 
many often unsung heroes of parish life; those who keep our churches clean,      
arrange flowers, ring bells, edit and produce our three parish magazines which play 
such an important part in keeping us in touch and informed.  And last but by no 
means least, our dwindling number of organists who, together with the choir(s), use 
their skills to enable the rest of us to sing praise to almighty God with confidence.   
Thank you everyone for playing your part, whatever it is, large or small, to sustain 
the life of our Church. 
 

With love in Christ 
Deirdre 
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Church Matters ……….. 
 

 

Christmas Bazaar  
 
A big thank you to all of you who supported the Bazaar!  This year's  
profit was £631 .Thank you to everyone who came and supported us by 
spending money at the stalls and food counter.  A special thank you to all 
the hard working helpers and those providing goods and prizes with  
particular thanks to the “kitchen staff” who worked so hard serving hot 
drinks, delicious soup and other treats.    
 

Carol and Gift service 
 
Another thank you to all the people who brought gifts for FIND (Families 
in Need in Ipswich) to the carol service.  The pile of presents was taken 
to their (very busy) base in Ipswich where they were very gratefully  
received.  The carols were interspersed with traditional and modern  
readings given by adults and the children from the COSMIC club.   
Mince pies and mulled wine were served afterwards.  
  

Carol Singing for the Children’s Society 
 
We raised £107.02 for The Children’s Society by carol singing this year.  
It is our tradition to remember these children with our carol singing and 
the society is always most grateful for our contribution. And thank you to 
the Kendalls for providing us with warm drinks and snacks afterwards. 
 

Discussion Group 
 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 11th January when the topic will 
be Silence, Prayer and Listening.  We shall be meeting at 10.30 am at 
Bickley, Harriers Walk. 
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Dates for your Diary 
 
Special Early Notice 
 
Two of the main dates for your diaries next year will be "The (Almost)
May Fair" on Saturday 29th April (the Saturday of the holiday weekend) 
and Hidden Gardens which will be on Sunday 2nd July. 
 
PCC Meeting 
 
There will be a PCC meeting on 7th February 2017 at Ivy Cottage at 
7.30 pm. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
Thanks 
 
The PCC would like to thank everyone who contributed to church  
activities in 2016.  Thank you to those who are sidespeople and read 
the lesson, to all who arrange flowers and clean the church, to those 
who prepare and serve refreshments after services, to those who help 
with church and churchyard maintenance and all the people who have 
worked really hard to make the Sunday Café a success.  We also thank 
Clare for her brilliant work with the parish magazine and all the people 
who regularly deliver them.  And thank you to those of you who work so 
hard when we have fund-raising events like the May Fair and the  
Christmas Bazaar.  The church is a community of people and we are 
blessed by our community in Easton.  Thank you. 
 

     Jane Woodbury-Eggins 

 Flowers Cleaning 

7th Jan Paul Batley Emma Gibbon 

14th Jan Jane Pollock Jane Pollock 

21st Jan Dot Blane Dot Blane 

28th Jan Dot Blane Dot Blane 

4th Feb Jean Kendall Jean Kendall 

FLOWER AND CLEANING ROTA 
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Sunday 15th January 
10-11.30 am 
Village Hall 

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, EASTON 
 

Sunday Café 

 
 

It’s a New Year - time to try something 
new. Why not try the café and if you are a 
regular we would love to see you again.  

 
Real coffee, bacon rolls, and lots of home 

made goodies to enjoy. 
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It’s …. 

 

 

 

 

Calling all Fishermen! 
 
This month's Cosmic on 22nd January is based on the 
story of Jesus calling the fishermen to come and drop 
their nets and join him to spread the word of God. 
 
So this month at Cosmic we will be having a competition 
to see who can dress their partner the quickest in fun 
clothes.  Just as the disciples immediately left everything 
they were doing and quickly followed Jesus, we will make 
a collage all about God's Kingdom and create some fish 
to share. 
Come along and join in for an hour's fun at Easton All 
Saint's church 

 

Emma Gibbon  T: 746866  

 

C O S M I C ! 

COSMIC 
(Children on Sunday Morning in 

Church) 
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… and it was a  

COSMIC  
Christmas! 

 
 
Christmas with the COSMIC Club was  
fantastic!  They made a beautiful altar 
frontal (right) depicting the Nativity, they 
made Christingles at the Sunday Café (left) 
and encouraged everyone to join in the  
singing, and they did a super play called  
“So Much To Do” and performed a lovely 
Nativity procession (see below). 

 
 
 
Huge thanks to all the children for making it so special and 
to Emma for her hard work and dedication in organising 
COSMIC. 

Carol Rook 
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Easton Pre-School News 

 
 

Monday 19th December proved to be a great Christmas party with a 
visit from Santa, wonderful singing from the children (aw!), hand 
massages for the parents and an amazing hamper raffle to celebrate 
the last day of Easton Pre-School at the Village Hall.  
 
We are all looking forward to our new start in The Hamilton Room at 
the Farm Park on Monday 9th January. 
 
If you would like to come and see if we are the pre-school for your 
little one, please contact us via our website contact page. 
 

 www.eastonpreschool.org.uk 
 

Or email: eastonpreschool@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Or call Jackie Wall on 07826 707987  
for more details. 

 
 
 

 

http://www.eastonpreschool.org.uk%2C/
mailto:eastonpreschool@yahoo.co.uk
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HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE MEMBERS OF  
EASTON BELLES WI 

 
Our 2017 programme is now planned with the first meeting on 
Tuesday 24th January at 7.30pm in Easton Village Hall, when 
our speaker will be Mr Alexander Bass and his subject, with 
slides, is ‘Suffolk Coasts and Heaths’. 
 
Whilst welcoming back our members to the new WI year, if 
you are considering joining our WI, please come along for an 
evening and meet us and see if our group is for you. 
 
If you are unable to make January’s meeting, please note the 
following meeting – Tuesday 28th February, 7.30pm in Easton 
Village Hall, when Nicky Hoewener-Townsend will be talking to 
us about ‘Suffolk Lace and Lacemakers of Eye’. 
 
A warm welcome awaits you! 
 

Enquiries to Janet Prentice – 01728 746808 

EASTON BELLES 

 

THANK YOU FOR OUR TREE 
 

A big thank you to all involved in providing another 
beautiful Christmas tree on the village green.  To 
the Parish Council for providing the tree, Alun 
Thomas for collecting it and John Newson and John 
Rook for erecting and decorating it. 
 
Christmas wouldn’t be the same without our tree. 



9 

The man who invented clocks has 

just written his autobiography.  It’s 

about time. 

 

Village View in January 
 

 

 

Sunday Café 

15th January 

10-11.30 am 

Village Hall 

 

Mobile Library  

Wednesday  

18th January 

12.20—12.40 pm 

Village Hall 

 

Easton Belles WI 

Tuesday 24th January 

7.30 pm 

Village Hall 

 

Rabble Chorus Community 

Choir 

Thursday evenings 
8—9.30 pm 

Village Hall 

         First session free! 

 

Yoga Flow 

Tuesdays 

9.30  - 10.45 am 

Village Hall 

Contact Kat Hesse on 638604 

for more information. 
 
 

Table Tennis 

Every Wednesday  

6.30 pm Village Hall 

£5 per session 

 

Easton Pre-School 

The Hamilton Room at 

Easton Farm Park 

Mondays, Wednesdays or  

Fridays 9.15am—3pm  

Thursday mornings  

9am-11.30am 
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Easton & Letheringham Village 

Hall  

 

Energizing, strengthening  
Yoga class.  
All levels. 

 
 

Tuesdays 9.30-10.45am 
 

-------------------- 

New term starts 
 Tuesday 10

th
 January 

Block rate £49 for a 7 week term or  
£10 per class (drop-in)  

 

-------------------- 
 

with Kat Hesse 
Qualified British Wheel of Yoga, Pilates and Somatics Teacher  

For more information contact Kat on  
01728 638604 or via 

www.rhythmoflife.org.uk 

http://www.rhythmoflife.org.uk


11 

 
Poppy Collection Easton 2016  

 
 
 

In my capacity as Area Organiser, may I express my most sincere 
thanks to all of you in Easton who contributed to this year’s  
collection.   
     
Particular thanks go to Easton Church, Carol Rook, Diane Payne of 
Easton School, Maureen Birt, The White Horse and Easton Farm 
Park.  The sum you raised was £543.29. 
 
Special thanks too to Mrs Gibson for so many years’ devoted  
service. 
 
Next year we have two vacancies for collectors.  Hopefully two  
people from Easton will volunteer and there is no time like the  
present!  Please contact me on 01728 747315 and I will be very 
happy to provide details.  My wife collected this year and said the 
people she saw were both very friendly and generous. Believe it or 
not, the actual collecting is fun and not arduous. 
 
I look forward hopefully to hearing from someone soon. 
 
Once again many thanks. 

 
Peter Smyth  (01728 747315) 

Wellie Boots is hibernating this month. 
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New Year Fun with General Dingbats 
(very nice chap too) 

(Answers on page 17) 
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More on the History of the Hamilton Family 
by  

Brian Boon 
 

(Easton was under their tenure for 92 years) 

 
For the benefit of those members of our village who have more  
recently arrived, these notes are a short introduction to a series of  
articles starting in this magazine with a fascinating story of the very 
valuable Tazza (see opposite) which the Hamiltons owned as part of 
their substantial art collection in Scotland until it was sold off to settle 
debts. 
 
Whilst the Hamiltons’ residence in Easton was sporadic, their  
influence on the village was substantial.  The 10th Duke, Alexander, 
inherited the Easton Estate in 1830. 
 
The forthcoming series will give an indication of the wealth and  
acumen of the 10

th
 Duke, Alexander, followed by how the 12

th
 Duke, 

William Douglas-Hamilton, utilised some of his inheritance by  
purchasing four large iron steam ships and their respective histories.  
The last two he had built for his own pleasure, as befits a family  
socialising with royalty both here and in Europe. 
 

 
 
 
For a more detailed history of the  
Hamiltons and their influence on our  
village, the booklet ‘The Hamiltons of  
Easton’ by the late Peter Farley is  
available from Gil Farley on 746856  
at a cost of £5.00 (profits go to church 
funds). 
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The Hamilton – Rothschild Tazza 

 

(Image courtesy of National Museums Scotland *) 

 
 
A bowl said to have once been the holy water font of Emperor Charlemagne 
has become the most valuable object ever acquired by Scotland’s National 
Museums. 
 
[The tazza was just one item from the 10th Duke Alexander’s famed  
collection which was inherited by the 12th Duke William.  In order to pay  
for his extravagances, William sold his grandparents’ collection, including the 
tazza, in 1882 at an auction lasting 17 days and which raised £397,000.  
(About £20m at today’s prices according to National Museums Scotland.)  
The Tazza was purchased by Alfred de Rothschild just prior to the auction.] 
 
Worth £5 million, the Hamilton-Rothschild Tazza was allocated to the  
national collections from the estate of the late Edmund de Rothschild through 
the Acceptance in Lieu scheme, which allows death duties to  
be offset by donating works of art to the nation. 
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Sir Edmund Grossart, chairman of National Museums of Scotland, said  
“The Hamilton-Rothschild Tazza is the single most important acquisition the 
National Museums of Scotland has made in many decades.  It is believed 
the Byzantine sardonyx bowl – or tazza – mounted on a gold stand was 
carved from an Indian pebble.  Although its use by the founder of the Holy 
Roman Empire is not recorded, experts at the National Museums of  
Scotland believe it ended up in Cologne Cathedral before being taken to  
St Petersburg during the Napoleonic Wars. 
 
It was in St Petersburg that the 10th Duke of Hamilton, then British  
Ambassador to Russia, bought the vessel for 9,000 roubles, believing  
its history laid with Emperor Charlemagne. 
 
The Duke, admired for building up one of the greatest collections of art in 
Europe, bought the 39 ounce stand for the tazza in 1812 from the Royal 
Goldsmiths, Rundell, Bridge and Rundell for £241.18.6d. The stand itself 
was part of a massive 16th century gold monstrance that King Phillip II of 
Spain had presented to the Monastery of the Escorial. 
 
Once together they formed a centrepiece of the famed collection at  
Hamilton Palace, housed in the treasury of the vast stately home’s west 
wing.   In an inventory made in 1852, the tazza was valued at £2,000. 
 
In a show of pride and power by the Duke, it was used for the baptisms  
of both his children, William the 11th Duke and Susan in 1811 and 1814 re-
spectively.  At the time members of the House of Hamilton saw  
themselves as the premier peers of Scotland, holding three dukedoms  
and being the true successors of the Stuart Kings. 
 
Sir Edmund: “It is the key object in the story of Hamilton Palace which was 
the story of one of the great collectors of Europe, the 10

th
 Duke, who was 

known as El Magnifico.  This tazza was one of the great highlights of his 
collection.  What it confirms is how wide ranging and internationally  
ambitious he was.  Really outward looking, he competed successfully  
with the great collectors of Europe.” 
 
The Tazza can be seen in full colour showing the beautifully enamelled and 
decorated base to perfection at https://vimeo.com/118041616  
 
Notes: 

* Image reproduced under copyright licence. Issued to Brian Boon 
Edited from article by Nick Drainey, Daily Telegraph 18 July 2012  

 

Brian Boon 

https://vimeo.com/118041616
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
 

 
Car Park Thefts 
You may have seen on the news the latest method of stealing from cars. 
Equipment is now available that can block the signal from your car key 
remote, which means you may walk away happy that the car is secure 
when in fact the doors are unlocked. This allows the thief to steal what is 
in the car, or if he or she has the right equipment, the car itself.  
The equipment has a range of about 75 metres which means that it is 
difficult to spot a would-be offender. The target areas at present are  
service station car parks. Police advice is to physically check that the 
doors are locked before walking away from the vehicle. 
 
Telephone Recorded Message Scam 
An Easton resident and another person in a local village have received a 
recorded message saying “Security alert—your credit cards have been 
compromised. Press 1 for further details”. Whether pressing 1 leads you 
to a scammer or a premium phone number I have been unable to find 
out, but the advice is don’t press 1. If you are concerned, contact your 
bank/credit card provider using the number on the back of the card. 
Currently if you dial 1471 the number given is 001442077230741, but 
this could change at any time. 
Fake emails claiming you were caught speeding 
Action Fraud has received thousands of reports about fake emails  
purporting to be from Greater Manchester Police (GMP) that claim you 
were caught speeding. 
Analysis of the reports shows the emails have been sent by cyber  
criminals to victims across the UK and not just in the GMP area. 
The emails claim that GMP are notifying you about a Notice of Intended 
Prosecution (NIP) and have photographic evidence that you failed to  
adhere to the speed limit at specific date, time and location. 
This is of course not true, but it goes on to say that because you have 
been named as a driver of the vehicle, you have a legal obligation to 
comply with the provisions of the notice. 
The aim of these emails is to get you to click on the link to “check the 
photographic evidence” which leads to banking trojan malware. 
NIP’s are never sent by email, they are always sent through the post  
using a Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) registered address. 
If you do receive one, don’t click on any attachments, delete it and report 
it to Action Fraud. Tel: 0300 1232040 

John Owen 
 

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/fraud-az-malware
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SUNDAY 8th JANUARY  
NEW YEAR CELEBRATION CONCERT 

WITH MARTLESHAM BRASS 
ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, MARTLESHAM 7:30PM 

A JOYFUL EVENING OF CHORAL AND BRASS 
BAND MUSIC. 

 
As well as hearing us sing and play  

 YOU can finish the evening off with an audience ‘sing-a-long’ with 
songs from ‘OLIVER’ 

Tickets £6 (children free), at the door  
OR IN ADVANCE FROM 

Phil Speirs, 2 Treetops, 
Felixstowe, IP11 9ER 

Refreshments available. 

Dingbat Answers 
1.  Dead centre of town. 
2.  High noon. 
3.  We’re in the soup 
4.  I understand 
5.  Nice to see you 
6.  Time to go 
7.  Puss in boots 
8.  Abominable (a bomb in a bull) 

10.  Turned up nose 
11.  Maiden over 
12.  The last lap 
13.  Pullover 
14.  Right guard 
15.  Tea for two 
16.  A bunch of flowers 
17.  One foot in the grave 





 
For more information on your  
local villages, visit the parish  

websites:- 
 

www.easton.onesuffolk.net 
www.brandeston.net 

www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk 
www.campseaashe.onesuffolk.net 

www.marlesford.com 
www.parham.onesuffolk.net 

www.hacheston.suffolk.gov.uk 
 

Contact Details of 

Councillors that 

serve Easton 
 

Parish Councillors: 
 

Chair :    
Sue Piggott 
T: 01728 746622  
(Also Highways Officer) 
 

Vice Chair : 
Alun Thomas 
T:  01728 747267 
(Also Cemetery Officer) 
 
 

Michael Coney 
T:  01728 746181  
(Also Tree Officer) 
 

Adrian Hollins 
T:  01728 746053 
(Also Pathways Officer) 
 

Fiona Siddall 
T:  07970 450245 
(Also Play Area Officer) 
 

Bob Gibbon 
T:  01728 746866 
 

Clerk : 
Bill Dicks 
T:  01728 638453 
E: clerk.eastonsuffolk@virginmedia.com 

 
Suffolk County Councillor 
Robin Vickery 
T: 07545 423827 
E: robin.vickery@suffolk.gov.uk 
 

Suffolk Coastal District  
Councillor 
Carol Poulter 
T:  07833 441349 
E: carol.poulter@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk 
 

A copy of the latest draft minutes 
of the Parish Council can be read 
on the back of the village notice-
board. 

Do you have something to put 
in the magazine? 

 
Contributions to the next Parish Magazine 
should arrive by the 20th of the month before, 
either by email or by handwritten piece, 
please.   

My email address is :- 
clareeowen@tiscali.co.uk  

or handwritten pieces to me at 5 Harriers Walk, 
Easton IP13 0HA 

 

Village Hall Bookings  
 

Contact Jean Blackwood-Pugh 
Email:  jeanmbp@gmail.com 

Tel:  748378 
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http://www.brandeston.net
http://www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk
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Pod D 
Stonham Barns 
Retail Village 
Pettaugh Road 
Stonham Aspal 
IP14 6AT 
T:  07825 618735 

Quality second hand and new books 
 

Great range of new children’s books at 
below publishers’ prices 

 

Over 1000 titles in stock 
 

Browsers welcome 
 

Open 10—5 Daily 
Closed Mondays 

Advertising space available here.   

Contact the editor for details. 



or 

Holiday Home Management 
 

Leave your property in our 
hands to give you complete 

peace of mind. 
 

 Cleaning, maintenance, garden and 
shopping services. 

 Key holding service. 

 Regular property 
checks 

 Pet feeding/care. 
 

 
Please contact Lucy on 07811 217072 

www.leapropertysolutions.co.uk 

 
 
 

 
DOMESTIC, AGRICULTURAL &  

COMMERCIAL INSTALLATION &  
MAINTENANCE EVENT LIGHTING &  

POWER 

T:  01728 684422 
M:  07976 638434 

E: info@aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk 
www.aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk 

Do you like to travel?  
Would you like your own personal 
‘concierge’ to make your holiday  
arrangements for you and deliver 
your travel documents to your door?  

Travel With Jules is a fully bonded 
Independent Travel Agency, 
based in Easton. Shop  
local! Contact Julie on 
748209 or email 
jules@travelwithjules.co.uk 
www.travelwithjules.co.uk 

 

 

 
Advertising space available here.   

Contact the editor for details. 

BRIDGE HOUSE 
& JENNIFER BAKER CATERING 

 

Catering for parties in our  
16th Century farmhouse or 

at a location of your choice. 
 

BRIDGE HOUSE OFFERS BED 

AND BREAKFAST. 
OPEN ALL YEAR 
 

01728 685473 

EARL SOHAM 

www.bridgehouseuk.com 


