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Dear Friends 
 

What a year 2012 was with the Diamond Jubilee and the Olympics, both of which  
provided such an uplift to the spirits of many, whilst reminding us all what it is to be 
British and proud of it – no other country does pageantry quite as well as we do (in 
my opinion!).  
 

So as we stand at the threshold of another New Year, to the start of 2013, it may be a 
good time to take a minute or two and just let ourselves speculate what life might 
have in store for us.  But, how optimistically we view this will depend much on how 
we feel personally.  Do we have something special to look forward to - a wedding, a 
special birthday, a house move, a new expected grandchild?  Or was last year just so 
good that we find it hard to be optimistic about this one, and this could be for many 
reasons, not least that we’re another year older, or that maybe our health is a cause 
of concern.    
 

And if you are one of the many who find it difficult to be upbeat through the dark 
days of late winter, remember, Jesus said, “I am the light of the world, whoever fol-
lows me  will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John Chapter 8 
verse 12).   I never hear this text without seeing in my mind the painting by Holman 
Hunt, one of my absolute favourites, which depicts a bearded man with a lantern 
standing at a large wooden door, knocking for admittance.  The man is Jesus.  And the 
door, well it has no external handle (though it took me years to notice that), so the 
only way Jesus can gain admittance through the door is by it being opened from the 
inside.   
 

That door is the door to our hearts, and Jesus is knocking because He wants to be 
with us, in this new year and always.  Wants nothing more than to be allowed to love 
us,  wants to walk with us through life’s ups and downs.  But for this to happen we 
have to invite him into our lives, if we haven’t already, and that is entirely down to 
our own free will.   
 

So may I wish you, your family and those whom you love a Happy New Year. 
 

Deirdre 
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Church Matters ……….. 

Changes to the Programme of Services from January 2013 
As you will see from the Table of Services in our seven churches which is 
published this month (centre pages), January 2013 will see a significant 
change in the pattern of services in the Benefice. 
 

The biggest change is that on the first Sunday of each month there will be a 
United Service of Holy Communion for all seven parishes at 10.00am, and 
the service will visit each of the seven churches in turn.  
 

On the first Sunday (6th) of January 2013, this service will take place in  
Parham Church, when The Bishop of Dunwich, who retires in May 2013, will 
make what may be his final visit to the Benefices.  
 

On the subsequent Sundays each month, the services will be arranged so 
that each church’s programme is made up of those services which are most 
valued, though it has been necessary to make some changes to the  
sequence of services to fit everything in. This means that the programme will 
look more or less as follows: 
 

  Brandeston     Kettleburgh    Easton 
 

2nd Sun    10.30am      8.00am                     10.00am 
                   Holy Communion  Holy Communion         Family Worship 
 

3nd Sun       8.00am      11.00am                       9.30am 
                   Holy Communion   Family Worship           Holy Communion 

      or Holy Communion  
 

4
th
 Sun    11.00am       6.30pm                       10.00am 

                   Family Worship      Choral Evensong        Holy Communion 
                  (with COSMIC Club) 
 

5th Sun        6.30pm               11.00am              10.00am  
                   (Winter 3.30pm)     Matins       Holy Communion                          
   Evening Prayer      (Morning Prayer)                              
 

We shall try to stick to these times each Sunday, even if the Service details 
are different for any particular Sunday (eg Mothering Sunday or Easter Day). 
I hope that this programme will be flexible enough to enable us to have our 
Harvest Festivals and “Songs of Praise” and the other seasonal services in 
the way that we are used to them. If you have any particular preferences 
which this programme of services does not seem to accommodate, do 
please get in touch with me. 

Robin Alderson (01728 688255)    
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Discussion Group 
 

In the Discussion Group in December we shared our favourite Christmas 
carols and listened to some recordings.  They varied from 6th century carols 
to modern songs. 
 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 9th January when we will be  
studying John’s first epistle (1 John).  We shall be meeting at 10.30 am at 
Easton House. 
 

Christmas Bazaar  
 

A big thank you to all the people who supported the Bazaar, especially the 
helpers and those providing goods, food and prizes.  And thank you to all 
who came and spent their hard-earned cash at the stalls, tombolas, raffle 
and café.  We made a profit of about £550 for the church fabric fund. (See 
photos opposite). 
 

Christingle and Carol Services 
 

During the service on Sunday 9th December, the Christingles which had 
been made during the Bazaar were explained in reflective storytelling, and 
distributed.  We also thought about the Advent wreath and the symbolism of 
the five candles.  The children listened intently  - and, of course, ate up all 
the sweets and dried fruit! 
 

Carol and Gift Service 
 

Another big thank you to the people who brought gifts for the Ormiston  
Children’s Centre which Robin took to Ipswich the next day where they were 
very gratefully received.  Nearly 70 people came to the service which felt 
really special this year.  The traditional readings, with some more modern 
ones, were interspersed with carols sung with enthusiasm.  Mince pies and 
mulled wine were served afterwards.  
  

Carol Singing/Children’s Society 
 

We sang round as much of the village as we could manage on Monday 17th 
December and then were revived with mulled wine and tasty snacks at 
Easton House (thank you Jean and Brian!).  The collection for The  
Children’s Society came to £90 which was added to the amount of £36.20 
from the Christingle Service.  The Children’s Society is always most grateful 
for our contribution. 
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COSMIC Nativity 
 

On Christmas Eve morning the COSMIC Club held their traditional nativity 
celebration with the children dressed for their parts in the story and family 
members present to support them.  This is always a popular and very  
enjoyable part of the lead in to Christmas and this year was no exception.  
Our narrator, Anna Jackson, was excellent – clear and fluent. 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

On 6th January the Benefice service at Parham will welcome Bishop Clive, 
Bishop of Dunwich, for what will probably be his last visit before he retires in 
the Spring.  Bishop Clive has been an inspirational leader in our Diocese 
with deep spiritual gifts as well as a good sense of humour.  Do come and 
support him. 

 
Jane Woodbury-Eggins 

 
 Christmas Bazaar 2012 
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 Flowers Cleaning 

5 Jan Emma Johnston Emma Johnston 

12 Jan Inge Brown Inge Brown 

19 Jan Inge Brown Inge Brown 

26 Jan Dot Blane Emma Gibbon 

2 Feb Dot Blane Dot Blane 

FLOWER AND CLEANING ROTA 

 

The Benefice Bible Study 

 
 

 
The Benefice Bible Study will meet at Kettleburgh Village Hall starting at 
7.30pm on the third Tuesday in January 2013, Tuesday 15

th
 January. We 

plan to follow the same pattern as in November last year by reading the Old 
Testament Book, Joel, followed by Paul’s first letter to Timothy. It would be 
good if you can read through these books before we meet, but it isn’t  
essential.  
 
These evenings are entirely open and free. Everyone and anyone who  
wishes to come is invited and will be warmly welcomed. The aim of the  
evening is for each of us to discover more about the Bible, so that we  
understand more, either when we read it by ourselves of when we hear  
passages from it read in Church.  

Robin Alderson 

Welcome! 
 

With most of his possessions now returned to him from 

Sydney (although not yet unpacked), Martin Batt has  

returned to Suffolk and is now settled at Dolphins.  We 

welcome him to Easton. 
 

“Good on y’r, Martin”. 

Christine Burgoyne 
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The Wedding of Natalie Parkinson and Darren Hartley 
 

This wonderful occasion took place on 1st December when the foul weather 
did nothing to dampen the joy and smiles of those present.  Natalie and  
Darren and their families were supported not only by relations and friends 
but by what seemed to be most of the village, who had worked together to 
arrange flowers, provide entertainment (the Rabble Chorus sang during the 
signing of the register), help with the reception and so on.  This is what a 
wedding is all about – upholding the couple taking their vows with the love of 
all around them. 
 
Natalie looked beautiful in a long gown with a little fur jacket and her  
bridesmaids were in a red wine colour, overlaid with a pale tulle for the 
younger ones. 
 
The marriage was performed by Robin assisted by Father Stephen Ortiger, 
a distant cousin of the bride.  He also gave the address.  Everyone was  
delighted to see Anne looking lovely and in such good form. 
 
We send our congratulations and love and best wishes to Natalie and  
Darren.  We pray that God will bless them and grant them a long and happy 
marriage. 

Jane Woodbury-Eggins 
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EASTON 100 CLUB 
December Winner 

 Emma Johnston (No. 16)  
Prize £34.50 

 
Organised and run by the Village Hall Management Committee 

 

 Contact Dave Stagg on 746054 or 
visit www.elvillagehall.com/members-&-numbers.html for available numbers. 

  

 

EASTON & LETHERINGHAM  

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

The Village Hall Management Committee would like to wish you all a happy 
and peaceful 2013. After what was a memorable 2012, not just nationally but 
locally, we will do well to match it! You can be sure that your VHMC will be 
providing a number of opportunities for you to get together and have some 
fun! 
 
As we are now in the month of January, it is time to renew your 100 Club 
membership in time for the January draw at the end of the month. If David 
Stagg hasn’t already seen you then you can call him on 746054. It is £12 for 
the year and will guarantee you a chance of a cash prize each month. The 
money we raise through the 100 Club is a key part of our fundraising plan so 
please renew or join this year if you haven’t been a member before. 
 
If you are in the mood to get fit this January following the festive period then 
our two regular exercise classes resume. Our Tuesday afternoon Tai Chi 
group will continue from the 15

th
 January at 1.30pm and our Thursday 

Zumba class starts on the 17th at 6.30pm. 
 

Ian Palfreyman        
Village Hall Management Committee 

 

 
www.elvillagehall.com 
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EASTON BELLES WI 
 

FESTIVITIES…… 
 

Fun, games and a delicious ‘spread’ were on the agenda for our Christmas 

meeting - a lovely social evening enjoyed by several members and guests. 
 

At our first meeting in January, on Tuesday 22nd (not 24th as I wrote 

last month in my haste to get the copy to Clare) – 7.30pm in Village 

Hall - we will be treated to ‘Craft’ demos by Karen Openshaw. 
 

Membership can be renewed for the full year and we hope to meet new 

members for 2013. However, if you would just like to come along for a 

‘taster’, please do! 
 

At the annual meeting in November, Anne Parkinson was unanimously 

voted to continue as our President for the coming year, and we look  

forward to Anne feeling well enough to join us at our meetings really 

soon. 
 

Easton Belles send their best wishes to you all for the New Year. 
 

Janet Prentice 

 

Allister and his team wish everyone in the 
village a happy and prosperous new year.  
Look out for more improvements to the 

pub in the coming weeks!  
(His recipe page will return next month 

when he’s a little less busy!) 



EASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Christmas Tree 
Easton Parish Council would like to thank Will Carter of  

Dallinghoo for the donation of the Christmas tree on the village 
green and Allister Catchpole of the White Horse for the electricity to 

light it up. Our thanks also goes to John Rook,  David Stagg and 
John Newsom, as well as workers at Easton Farm Park and Kerr 

Farms for arranging the tree’s felling, transportation,  

erection and decoration on the green. 
 

Notification of Road Closure 
The C235, Easton Road in Kettleburgh will be closed between Mill Lane and The 
Street for sewer works from the 7th to 11th of January 2013 (or longer if necessary). 

A diversion will be in place. 
 

Suffolk & Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Services Merger 
There is a stakeholder consultation about the combining of Suffolk and Cambridge-
shire Fire and Rescue Services. This is an opportunity for the public to have their say 

on proposals for further collaboration, up to a full merger, between the two services. 

A link to the consultation document is below. In order to develop the full business 
case a detailed public and stakeholder consultation is being held. Suffolk County 

Council want to ensure that the business case properly reflects the views of  
residents, business leaders, partner organisations, staff and other stakeholders. The 

consultation runs until 14th January 2013. There are a number of ways in which you 

are able to respond: 
• The consultation documents and questionnaires are available through the Suffolk 

County Council Website 
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/your-council/decision-making/consultations/delivering-the-

best-fire-service-to-you/ 

• Information and an on-line questionnaire utilising Survey Monkey is available at 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/fireservicemerger 

• Or alternatively, we are able to receive free hand responses via e-mail or letter. 
 

Dog Fouling 
This has again become a problem in the village, particularly in 
School Lane.  We would remind everyone that this is illegal and 

anyone walking their dog in the village should clear up after it 

and dispose of the waste either at home or in one of the bins 
provided in the village.  Inconsiderate dog owners could face a 

fixed penalty fine of £80 or up to £1000 following a conviction.  
Dog fouling problems should be reported to Suffolk Coastal on 

01394 444000 or email csltd@suffolk.coastal.gov.uk. 

9 

http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/your-council/decision-making/consultations/delivering-the-best-fire-service-to-you/
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/your-council/decision-making/consultations/delivering-the-best-fire-service-to-you/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/fireservicemerger
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For further information, contact Roger Keene on 748337 

or email rogerkeene@suffolkonline.net 

Monday 14th January 

Roy Tricker  

(author and lecturer) 

“My love affair with Churches” 

7.30 pm  

Easton and Letheringham Village Hall 

£6 donation includes a drink and tasty nibbles.   

 

Since January 2007 the PCC of St Mary’s Letheringham has  

organised one Mardle a month (apart from holiday periods).   

A Mardle is a social event with a break for refreshment and an 

illustrated talk on an interesting topic; they have become well  

supported by friends from far and near. 

 

Forthcoming Mardles: 

 

11th February - Mike Haynes (observatory owner) on  

     “A short Tour of the Cosmos” 

18th March    - Clive, Bishop of Dunwich “Almost his last talk” 

8th April          - Hilary Hill (intrepid traveller) on  

     “The Galapagos Islands” 

20th May         - Chris Brennan (baker) on “Pump Street Bakery” 

10th June          - Colin Hopper (retired magician) on  

     “The History of Magic” 

 

NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR EASTON HUNT KENNELS 
 

Please note the number is now 01728 747267. 
 

Thank you.            Jayne Ackland-Snow 
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UPDATE ON HIVE ENERGY’S PLANNING APPLICATION FOR A SOLAR 
POWER STATION  

 

Report on SCDC Development Control Sub-Committee Meeting – 5th December 2012  
 
The Planning Officer for the development recommended that “Given the high level of local 
interest and the fact that the proposal covers an extensive area of land within the Special 
Landscape Area, it is recommended that Committee members visit the site to gain a full  
understanding of the site and surrounding area before a full report is presented to a future 
meeting of the Committee.”  We understand that the application will now be considered,  
together with two other solar power installations, at a special meeting on Wednesday 23rd 
January.  The papers for the 5th December Meeting identify the key planning considerations 
for Hive Energy’s application. The website link to the papers is:  

suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/committeeminutes/showagenda.asp?id=18679 .  
 

The papers also contain a summary of the responses received from the various bodies  
consulted by SCDC. For example, the Suffolk Preservation Society recommends refusal:  
“The Society strongly objects to the use of this substantial area of productive agricultural 
land, when, we believe, extensive areas of brownfield land exist that could be highly suited to 
large scale PV schemes… The Society finds no evidence of a sequential approach having been 
adopted to site selection to demonstrate the reasoning behind the identification of this site… 
The Society finds that the scheme would: impact adversely upon landscape character and 
important views; represent an unjustified loss of productive agricultural land of higher  
quality; impact adversely upon the setting of designated heritage assets ... The Society does 
not consider that this is a good choice of site; if approved there could be significant precedent 
issues... The site is located within an SLA and the immediate locality exhibits good landscape 
character... The setting of the ancient woodlands should be afforded significant weight. The 
extent, character, elevation and openness of the land means that views of the scheme will be 
extensive...The Society emphasises the impact of 2 miles of rigid fencing, both on landscape 
character and the movement of wildlife, must be afforded adequate weight... The Society  
believes that for at least half the lifetime of the panels, screening will be ineffectual”.  
Suffolk Wildlife Trust objects to the proposal as currently presented. It expresses great  
concern about the ancient woodland in the County Wildlife Site on the western boundary:  
“...no details of the desired habitat for this area, how it will be managed or who will be  
responsible for the management appears to be available... The construction of a security 
fence will exclude large mammals, such as badgers and hares, from within the site and is  
likely to restrict their movement through the area”.  
The RSPB states that solar farms “...can potentially pose 3 main problems for birds: direct 
habitat loss, habitat fragmentation and/or modification; and disturbance/displacement of 
species (e.g. through construction/maintenance activities).”  
 

The Next Stage  
There is a growing file at the Council Offices for the planning application, including the many 
detailed opposition letters written by residents. Letters can still be submitted to Planning  
Services and will be included in the Committee papers, provided this is done by mid Janu-
ary.  So, if you have not written and had intended to object, there is still time to do so -  
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Quiz night for Breast Cancer Care  

Hacheston Village Hall 

9th March 2013  

(6.40 pm for 7 pm start) 

 

We are holding a quiz night to support Jess Parr in her bid to raise money for 
Breast Cancer Care and run the London Marathon in April 2013. 

(Jess's story can be seen at: http://www.justgiving.com/jesswecan )  
 

Tickets available from Ruth Redgrave (ruthredgrave@suffolkonline.net)  

£8.00 (per person) to include supper.  

Get together a group of friends for tables of 6 (or come on own and we will put 
you together with other quizzers).  There will also be a raffle, cup cake stalls and 

games. Bring your own drinks. Glasses supplied. 

It’s going to be a fun evening … please support Breast Cancer Care. 

the more comments, the better. Also, if you have written but now have additional objec-
tions you want to make, these can be submitted as well. It would be helpful if you could also 
email copies of your letters to the individual members of the Development Sub-Committee. 
It is in order for us to do this and it means that they would have a chance to read them in 
full rather than see the summarised version in the Committee papers. To get a direct link to 
their email addresses, please contact nohachestonsolar below.  
 

Once the planning application comes before the Development Control Committee, the  
Planning Officer will present his recommendation. The Easton, Hacheston, and Parham  
Parish Councils will then put forward their objections and the two District Councillors  
representing the three villages will also present their views. One opposition representative 
on behalf of the residents will also be able to address the Committee. A majority vote will 
then be taken amongst the Committee members to determine their recommendation.  
 

If you wish to be updated about the progress of the application, please email:  
 

nohachestonsolar@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Jill Temperton, Cornhallon, Easton  

http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Fjesswecan&h=bAQHsK2i8&s=1


13 

 
 
 
 
 

HAVE YOU ANY UNWANTED CHRISTMAS PRESENTS? 
 
If you have, please consider donating them to the St Elizabeth Hospice shop 
in Framlingham.  Donations of new or second hand items are needed for  
re-sale to raise funds for the charity. 
  
If you are updating your furniture this New Year, the Hospice would also like 
to hear from you. Van drivers collect good quality sofas, chairs, tables, 
wardrobes and cabinets from homes in your area from Monday to Saturday. 
There is no charge for collection.  If you have any furniture that you would like 
to donate please call 0845 259 0319.  

 
Hospice Open Event and Photographic Exhibition 
 
We would like to invite you to a free open event at St Elizabeth Hospice in 
Ipswich on Saturday 5

th
 January.  There is no need to book please just turn 

up on the day between 10am and 3pm. 
 
There will be an opportunity to: 
 
- View Light up a Life message tags on our Christmas trees 
- Look at a wonderful national photographic touring exhibition called 
 Small Actions, Big Difference, reflecting the small things that can be 
 done to make a big difference in hospice care 
- View all books of remembrance and Midnight Walk memory tags 
- Have a tour of the Hospice 
- Enjoy refreshments. 
 

St Elizabeth Hospice is a charity which costs £8.7 million a year to run 
and provides services free of charge to patients and their families 
across East Suffolk and South Norfolk. 
 

For more details visit www.stelizabethhospice.org.uk. 

http://www.stelizabethhospice.org.uk
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Neighbourhood Watch 
 

 
Purse Thefts 
 

Police are urging shoppers to keep personal possessions secure and to be 
alert following an attempted theft and a purse theft at two supermarket car 
parks in the Suffolk Coastal area.  
 

Police have taken two calls from shoppers at supermarkets near Ipswich and 
Saxmundham reporting that they were approached by a male with a map 
asking for directions.  
 

In the first incident a second male was disturbed attempting to reach into  
the car and nothing was taken, but in Saxmundham just after midday 
Wednesday 19 December, a small wallet containing cash and bank cards 
was stolen. 
 

Officers are urging shoppers to be alert and to call 999 if you are  
approached in a similar manner and suspect a crime may be in progress. 
 

Use technology to help police catch criminals 
 

Police in Suffolk are encouraging residents to use latest technology to assist 
in their fight against crime. 
 

Tracker devices and apps are now readily available to download to GPS  
enabled smartphones, android devices and tablets and can help police in 
locating a device if it has been stolen as a result of a crime. 
 

If you are unsure which 'app' to install, seek advice from the manufacturer of 
your smartphone. If your device is stolen, act quickly - inform the Police and 
tell them you have a tracker app installed.  Also inform your network provider 
of the theft. 
 

Ensure you have the IMEI number available for the Police. The IMEI is  
usually found printed inside the battery compartment of the handset, except 
on iPhones where it is located on a pull-out tray. It can also be displayed on 
the screen of the phone by entering *#06# into the keypad. If your phone is 
new, the IMEI should also be labelled on the side of the box.    
 

Use security or PIN locks to protect your data and prevent the phone being 
used if stolen. Try to ensure the PIN you programme into your phone is not 
easy to guess (such as 1234). 

John Owen 
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Wellie Boots for January 

A 
h, well. The Festive Season is now definitely over and as usual several  

household names are on the way to having their geese well and truly cooked.  

Or perhaps I should say drowned?  Be that as it may, here in Suffolk we have 

had a particularly mild Christmas although quite wet, but compared to unfortunates  

elsewhere throughout the country we have escaped comparatively lightly.  So I wish 

a very healthy, prosperous and drier 2013 to you all. 
 

It’s always the custom at the beginning of the year for organisations to publish a short 

resumé of activities for the past year, so I am delighted to advise that Wellie Boots’ 

readership has doubled throughout the year.  A previously unknown admirer has 

been unearthed on the outskirts of the village (no, not the cemetery, dear) and her 

down the road, round the corner, Thing-a-me-bob, has just started sending it to her 

great-grandma in the Hebrides. Golly-gosh, that’s another two, making my readership 

four in total.  Will my new success, fame and fortune never end?? 
 

And of course, it’s now time for New Year resolutions, so just remember: a New 

Year’s resolution is something that goes in one year and out the other......taraaaah!  

You can’t beat the old ones, can you?!  And whoever said they don’t come much 

older than me maybe right, but it’s on the naughty step for you for the whole month.   
 

So back to the garden and let’s see what we can find to do during the 

cold, dark and wet weeks ahead.  Well, you’re already regretting not 

following my advice to clean out your gutters and drainpipes when 

advised, aren’t you?  Know what?  So was I, as I struggled with a 

wonky umbrella pouring gallons of rain down my neck, as I tried to 

find the torch, to find the pocket, to find the keys, to open the door, 

to switch off the alarm, to put on the heating ...  But then .... under a  

wonderful, hot steamy shower.  Absolute utter bliss!  Until I realised that in my haste 

I had left the car door open.  Never thought I knew so many rude words. 
 

Anyway, to the garden........ Following the rather high winds we had in December it 

would be prudent to check up not only on your fences, trellises, etc, but also trees, 

shrubs and climbers, carrying out any remedial work necessary.  Also some shrubs and 

perennials may have been loosened by wind-rock and now need to be well heeled-in 

to knock out the air pockets and stop the freezing cold penetrating to their very 

roots.  We may have already had our shortest day but there is almost certainly more 

nasty weather ahead, so the situation will only get worse before it gets better.   

Prevention is always better than cure.  
 

Now, if your garden is still dry enough to be workable and weather permitting, if 

you have any perennials around that have not yet been protected, now would be a 

good time to ferret out any unnecessary debris around the base that may be harbour-

ing nasty creepie-crawlies, taking care not to damage any new growth that may be 

appearing, then re-cover with new mulch such as home-made compost, leaf mould or  



well-rotted mushroom compost.  Some of the more tender plants could still survive 

the winter woes by a late application of bubble-wrap.  And as you know, I always 

promote recycling where possible, so instead of dumping the whole of your natural 

Christmas tree into the brown bin, why not trim off all the branches and use them to 

hold this wrapping or mulching in place?  The stem can then be used in your log-

burner, but if used on an open fire don’t leave it un-attended as it has a tendency to 

spark quite strongly on occasion. 
 

Many of us were fortunate to have potted bulbs given to us over 

Christmas, but what to try to save and what to put out of their  

misery?  Poinsettias, a wonderful and probably the most popular 

plant at this time of year, need the patience of Job to pull through 

and quite frankly I don’t think they’re worth the time and effort, but 

cyclamen are another kettle of fish.  With a little TLC these can go on 

happily year after year, but remember, the cyclamen that came into 

your house were raised in a greenhouse and given carefully controlled doses of water 

and fertiliser in carefully controlled temperatures and lighting, so it won’t have taken 

kindly to central heating.  So don’t be surprised if your beautiful plant has suddenly 

developed yellowing leaves and drooping flowers.  If placing the pot into a shallow 

container of water overnight doesn’t do the trick, don’t throw it out but cut off dead 

and dying leaves and any spent flowers.  Then move it to the coolest part of the 

house and cut down watering to once a week.  If you’re lucky it should start to  

recover after two weeks or so, but only return it to a warm room for short periods 

of time.  Then in the spring move it outside to a well shaded position and in the  

autumn move it back in again and renew its acquaintance for Christmas 2013.  As for 

hyacinths, they can happily be planted out into the open garden to flower for a few 

years to come.  OK, they’ll end up looking like bluebells somewhere along the line, 

but they make a good effort while they last and I love bluebells anyway.  Amaryllis, 

needless to say, are very expensive and should be kept at all costs.  I never seem to 

get them to bloom at Christmas again, but whatever time of the year it is they make 

a wonderful sight – my favourite indoor/outdoor flower.  Paper-whites, daffodils 

and similar bulbs will always live on to fight another year as will potted jasmine,  

although it will need re-potting every year in something like John Innes No. 2, whilst 

gardenias will naturally need an ericaceous compost.  But, if you’re like me and still 

have a few unplanted tulip bulbs etc around, it’s still not too late to plant them as 

long as they’re still firm.  They’ll be a bit late but they should appear eventually. 
 

Should we be unfortunate enough to get more snow, don’t forget to brush it  

upwards with a soft, long-handled broom to minimise any further damage to the 

shrub or small tree, but for smaller plants snow will act as insulation and should be 

left well alone.  Hellebores are now coming into bloom so cut off the old leaves to 

expose the flowers, then mulch under with bark or grit to stop the flowers from  

getting splashed with mud when it rains.  In bad weather conditions give any plants 

in pots still outside a fighting chance by grouping them all together against a south-

facing wall and during mild periods always check that those nearest to the wall are 

getting sufficient rainwater. 
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Seed and bulb catalogues still make happy reading during cold, wintry nights and in 

the veggie garden don’t forget to force some of the rhubarb - a large, upturned  

bucket will normally do the trick.  Meanwhile, those furry little 

varmints have made very short work of devouring early planted 

sweet-peas, and a neighbour’s broad beans have suffered the same 

fate.  That’s another job to be repeated in the New Year.  And of 

course now is the time to start planting most salad crops in a heated greenhouse, to 

be planted out around March if conditions are suitable outside.  Should you have 

any early strawberry plants around, cover them with cloches to get your earliest crop 

ever.  Or so I’m told but I never bother, I’m afraid, as I always let Mr Waitrose take 

care of my fruit and veg.  However, I have to admit, you’ll have to go a long way to 

beat English raspberries and strawberries in their prime. 

 

My final advice for January is - copy the wild animals and when in doubt keep dry, 

keep warm and keep indoors when the weather’s bad – better weather’s only a few 

short weeks away and we all want to stay healthy to enjoy it when it comes. 

 

Happy Hibernation! 

                                                                                                                       

                        Wellie Boots 

“Chorus of Praise for Choir’s Performance” 

The East Anglian Daily Times recorded the success of the performance 
of the Rabble Chorus supporting Charlie Dore and Julian Littman at 
Seckford Theatre in December.  The choir was made up of groups from 
Easton, Woodbridge and Needham Market and was led as ever by our 
very own Kirsty Logan, Choir Director.   Well done!  (I was with you in 
spirit!)                                  Peter Farley 
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PROGRAMMES OF WALKING EVENTS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM: 
 

Wickham Market : Library, Volunteer Centre, or Teapot Tearooms 
Framlingham : Library, Volunteer Centre, or Solar Supermarket 

 

OR VISIT THE WEBSITE ADDRESS ABOVE 

 
Health Walks for 2013 
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For more information on your  
local villages, visit the parish  

websites:- 
 

www.easton.onesuffolk.net 
www.brandeston.net 

www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk 

Contact Details of 

Councillors that 

serve Easton 
 

Parish Councillors: 
 

Chair : John Owen 
Tel: 01728 746644 
(Also SCDC Representative) 
 

Vice Chair : Tony Smith 
Tel:  01728 746658 
(Also Emergency Officer) 
 

Brian Boon 
Tel:  01728 745057 
(Also Public Footpath Officer) 
 

Michael Coney 
Tel:  01728 746181  
(Also Tree Officer) 
 

Bob Gibbon 
Tel: 01728 746866 
(Also Playground Officer) 
 

John Kerr 
Tel: 01728 746517 
 

Jenny McEvoy 
Tel:  01728 747366 
(Also SALC Representative) 
 

Clerk : 
Esther Brown 
07789 538430 
 

Suffolk County Councillor 
Peter Bellfield 
Tel: 01473 735259 
Fax: 01473 735859 
 

Suffolk Coastal District  
Councillor 
Bob Snell 
Tel: 01728 685877 
 

A copy of the latest signed 
minutes of the Parish Council can 
be read on the back of the village 
noticeboard. 

Easton Events 
 

Jan 
 
8 Parish Council meeting 7.15 pm  
 V Hall 
14 Monday Mardle 7.30 pm V Hall 
22 Easton Belles WI meeting 7.30 pm  
 V Hall 
 
Note: There will be no more Farmers’ 
Markets at Easton Farm Park—see website 
for details.  
 
Contributions to the next Parish Magazine 
should arrive by the 20th of the month before, 
either by email or by handwritten piece, 
please.   

My email address is :- 
clareowen2002@yahoo.co.uk  

or handwritten pieces to me at 5 Harriers Walk, 
Easton IP13 0HA. 

 
For Village Hall Bookings  

contact Jenny McEvoy on 747366 

http://www.brandeston.net
http://www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk


Jeff Redgrave 
Fencing, garden and woodland 

management 
 

Deer & rabbit proof fencing   
Livestock & horse fencing   

Picket, closeboard  
All types of gates   

Tree and hedge planting  
Garden and estate maintenance   
Weed control - Pond clearance 

Fully insured & NPTC certificated 
References available - 25 years’ experience 

01728 748067 or 07880 733689 

Bespoke Travel Agency 
 

long haul - safaris - honeymoons - luxury -

city breaks -  family holidays - villas -

groups  & more 
 

Contact Julie 01728 748209 

jules@travelwithjules.co.uk 

www.travelwithjules.co.uk 
 

ABTA & ATOL protection DAVID STAGG  01728 746054 

or 


