
Price 25p 

February 2015 



ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, EASTON 

 

Priest-in-Charge : Revd. Deirdre West    Tel: 688340  
    Smokey House, The Common, Tunstall  
Churchwarden  :   Jane Woodbury-Eggins   Tel: 746667 
    Bickley, Harriers Walk 
Treasurer     :  Nick Boulton     Tel: 746745 
    Glevering House, Wickham Market Road    
Magazine Editor   : Clare Owen     Tel: 745015 
    5 Harriers Walk      

1 

A letter from Tunstall 

Dear Friends 

A parish magazine is a wonderful resource isn’t it, whether we read all of it from cover to 

cover, or just use it to find out when the church services are each month.  Our magazines are 

a bargain whether they cost £5 a year or less, or in fact are a free edition. One delivered free 

to every household in all seven parishes is a long held dream, but until income can equal 

printing costs, or a generous benefactor can be found, that seems unlikely to be realised.  

While on the topic of magazines, I’d like to thank everyone who plays a part in getting our 

three magazines out to you; the readers, month in and month out, year by year.  The hard-

working editors, the production teams, distributors, deliverers, those who sell the advertising 

space and help defray the printing costs and at the same time provide a useful local resource 

– a mini yellow pages to you the readers - all of them deserve a medal. 

And as I write this letter I find myself caught between worrying about what I will say in next 

month’s letter and finishing this one.  I need to write two because I will be on holiday when 

the next one is due and I have a sore arm from a recent yellow fever vaccination to boot! 

I knew being priest in charge of seven parishes would be busy, what I didn’t expect was to 

find my desk not big enough for all the separate piles my organising mind wants to create.  

But it appears at the moment that creating two monthly letters at the same time is a bit too 

much for my poor brain!  And this made me wonder how many of you also find yourself 

worrying about something at the moment, something you need to do, something that’s just 

happened or that may be about to happen.  And I’d just like to remind you about the power 

of prayer - it’s a great thing for body, mind and spirit, better than a trip to the doctor for anti-

depressants, or to the supermarket for more wine!   

What a remedy prayer is, something free and yet totally priceless, but it’s more than just 

attending the Sunday service, it’s a continuous process.  Sometimes it can be as simple as 

finding space to sit still  or walk in God’s presence for a few minutes every day, holding the 

matters, people or concerns that are on our minds, out to God.   

St Paul said we should pray without ceasing – and so we should, even if it sounds impossi-

ble, and if we savour what is good in our lives and hold out to God what isn’t, this seems to 

me to be a much wiser way of living than constantly worrying about the past which we can 

do nothing about, or the future which will happen whether we will it or not. 

So while I’m busy getting ready for a holiday in Africa, please pray for our damaged world 

and the millions of dispossessed people, yourselves and the things on your mind causing you 

concern, and also for me. 

With love in Christ 

Deirdre 
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Church Matters ……….. 
 

Discussion Group 
 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 11th February at Ash Grove, 
Framlingham when we shall be discussing some of our favourite Psalms.  
We shall be meeting at 10.30 am.   New members are always welcome 
 

Lent Course / Easter 
 

This year’s Lent course begins on Wednesday 25th February at 3 pm at 
Hacheston Village Hall (see notice elsewhere). 
 

Please note that Easter is early this year and Easter Sunday is 5th April.  
There will be a Holy Communion service at Easton that day at 11 am. 
 

Bring and Share Lunch 
 

After the united service at Campsea Ashe on 
Sunday 4th January, here was a bring and share 
lunch at Hacheston Village Hall.  A good number 
of people from all the parishes gathered for a 
wonderful spread, accompanied by a glass of 
Cava provided by Deirdre (see photo). 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

PCC Meeting 
 

There will be a PCC meeting on 3rd February at 7.30 pm at Almond Tree 
Cottage. 
 
Ash Wednesday Service 
 

There will be a Loes Deanery Ash Wednesday service at Wickham Market  
church at 7.30 pm on 18th February.  Car parking is available on The Hill or 
behind what used to be Seagers (there will be no parking in the surgery 
car park due to road works). 
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Mothering Sunday 
 

The service this year will be a joint service at Kettleburgh on 15th March. 
 

Jane Woodbury-Eggins 

FLOWER AND CLEANING ROTA 

CAN YOU HELP? 
 

We are very grateful to our 

existing flower  

arrangers and cleaners but 

more volunteers would be 

much appreciated.  If you can 

spare a little of your time to 

help keep our church looking 

special, please contact Jane 

Pollock on 747343. 

Thank you! 

Holiday 
 

Please note Deirdre West will 
be away from 7th to 23rd 
March inclusive.  For routine 
church matters during this  
period, please contact our 
Churchwarden, Jane  
Woodbury-Eggins (contact  
details on front inside page),  
or the Rural Dean, Deirdre  
Parmenter, on 01728 748145. 

RIP 
 

As we go to press, we send our sympathies to Sophia van den Arend and 
her family on Jeremy’s death.  There will be more next month. 
 

We also send our sympathies to those who mourn the passing of John  
Wyatt. 

 Flowers Cleaning 

7th Feb Jane Pollock Imogen Hayward 

14th Feb Jane Pollock Jayne Gibson 

21st Feb Jane Woodbury-Eggins Jane Woodbury-Eggins 

28th Feb Jane Woodbury-Eggins Jane Woodbury-Eggins 
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH, EASTON 

is hosting 

Sunday 15th February 

Home made cakes and croissants 
Bacon rolls made to order 
Homemade sausage rolls 

Fresh coffee and good teas 
Newspapers  

Have a chat with friends old and new. 
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“Prayers of the Bible” 
 

 

This year’s Lent Course will be on Wednesdays 25th Febru-
ary, 4th, 11th,18th and 25th March 2015 at 3pm for about an hour in 
Hacheston  
Village Hall meeting room, a place we have used successfully on previous  
occasions which seems to be fairly central to all parishes, is warm and has 
good parking.   
 

The course will be lead by Revd Richard Ginn.  Please bring your bible, a few 
pieces of paper, and something with which to write.  Each session will be a 
‘unit’, so please don’t worry if you can’t come to every gathering – just come 
when you can.    
 

The first meeting will focus on Matthew Chapter 6 verses 9 – 13.   You may 
like to look through this passage beforehand.    

Deirdre 

C 
OMPLINE is a service of Night Prayer - ancient - with its  

origins back in the 6th Century and St Benedict.  In monastic life  
it marked the completion of the working day and the start of the 
grand silence.  Compline provides us with a time of silence for  

reflection and contemplative prayer, and the 1928 version which has been 
used in these parishes for over twenty years has a gentle rhythm to it, which 
for me and other regular followers, is addictive.  And it is something I have a 
mind to try occasionally during the year, a Friday evening and the end of a 
working week comes to mind, as does weekly in Lent and during Holy Week.   
So on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week 2015 we will meet at 
6.30pm, normally seated in the choir pews as a reminder that it was a  
monastic ‘office’, and we will let out the tensions of the day and shift our  
attention back to God.  It is not lengthy (20 minutes or so) and for many it is 
the perfect end to a busy day, and sitting in a familiar church at dusk can be 
an oddly comforting experience.  It is also a perfect preparation for what is to 
follow later in the week, so if you are a ‘fan’ or have never tried it, now is your 
chance.  The dates are:    
 

Monday 30th March in Hacheston 
Tuesday 31st March in Parham 
Wednesday 1st April in Easton                                                                                                 

Deirdre 
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Reginald William Joyce  
(1925-2014) 

 
Reginald and Janine Joyce lived for many 

years in School Lane in Easton.  Reg  

was born in Stratford in London and was  

orphaned at the age of eight when he was 

taken in by his Aunt Emily.  On leaving 

school he joined the Gas Board until he 

joined the RAF in 1943 at the age of  

eighteen.  He was assigned to Bomber  

Command, 102 Squadron in Yorkshire.   

He trained as a rear gunner to fly in  

Halifaxes.  In 1944, on his first mission,  

the plane was shot down over France.  

Three of the crew died, but Reg and three 

others were rescued by the French  

Resistance and other local people.   

Unknown to him, watching the parachutes 

come down, was a girl named Janine and her family.  He was eventually 

captured and became a prisoner of war for six months.  After he was liber-

ated when the war was over, he made frequent visits to Normandy to 

thank his helpers.  There he met  

Janine and it was love at first sight.  They were married in France in 1949 

and their marriage lasted sixty-five years.  They had two children, Gerard 

and Dominique. 

 

After the war Reg rejoined the Gas Board and, later, the prison service.   

He moved around to serve at various prisons but particularly enjoyed his 

time at Hollesley and asked to finish his career there in 1985.  He and  

Janine then bought their house in School Lane and entered fully into village 

life.  He became Chairman of the Easton Village Association and Janine  

was Secretary.  They also joined the Church Fellowship at Wickham  

Market.  They moved to Wickham in 2003, but Janine’s health deteriorated 

and Reg looked after her until he too was unwell.  They moved to sheltered  

accommodation where Janine continues to be cared for.  Reg died just  

after Christmas at the age of eighty-nine.  He “came home” to Easton for 

his funeral and burial on 13th January. 

 
We send our love and sympathy to Janine and all the family.   
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EASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Easton Parish Council has had a busy start to 2015 with two meetings  
being held in January. The purpose of the first of these was to format  
official comments on Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Department’s 
Issues and Options Consultation. After much discussion, the Council’s  
opinion was that Easton’s requirements regarding the number, type and 
location of new houses could be satisfied with four dwellings, including one 
or two starter homes, being built on infill sites. In addition, it was felt that 
any development must be to conservation standards in order to preserve 
Easton’s unique character and heritage. 
 

The Council’s second assembly was the scheduled bi-monthly meeting, 
where the main topics were the forthcoming year’s budget and the  
introduction of Community Speed Watch. The first bit of good news is that 
the latter is going ahead; the second (perhaps surprising given the first), is 
that the council approved the budget with a 1.4% decrease in the precept. 
Every little helps, as they say! 
 

The Council was pleased to welcome back County Councillor Peter Bellfield 
to the meeting and all present were very grateful for his offer of a financial 
contribution towards Speed Watch costs. Details of the necessary  
equipment – a speed detection device, road signs and high-visibility jackets 
– are now being finalised and all volunteers have been approved, so  
residents can look forward to the advent of slower traffic through Easton.  
 

Before the meeting closed a date was set for the Annual Parish      
Meeting, which is to be held on Tuesday March 17th in the Village 
Hall.  All are welcome and there will be wine and nibbles, so please do 
come! 

Clerk 

PARISH CLERK 
 

We are sad to report that Debbie Ottway has decided she cannot continue in the 
role of Parish Clerk after January 2015.  We thank her for her short but effective 

presence in the role and wish her all the best for the future. 
 

John Owen 
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At our January meeting we were privileged to welcome Paul Sawer who 

shared with us his Wildlife Photography Techniques and beautiful  

photos.  Perseverance and patience were obviously at the top of the 

‘technique’ list but ended with amazing results. 
 

Tuesday 24th February, 7.30 pm, Easton Village Hall, our speaker  

will be Brian Faulkener with his subject: Psychology of Confidence 
Achievement and Success. 
 

We look forward to seeing you.                                            Janet Prentice 

EASTON BELLES 
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Easton CP School 
www.eastonprimary.org.uk  
admin@easton.suffolk.sch.uk 
 

01728 746387 
 

At the end of the autumn term the children participated in all the festivities of the 

season. They produced a wonderful Christmas play entitled ‘The Apprentice’  for 
family and friends at Wickham Market School. We have had a lot of positive feed-

back and some excellent comments. The children thoroughly enjoyed learning the 

songs and their parts and as always ‘it was alright on the night’! They also had  
a lovely Christmas meal with fun and Christmas crackers to make it a special  

occasion. They enjoyed their Christmas parties with games and party food. And 
finally on the last day of term we came together in the church for a Christmas  

carol service and back at school for a warm mince pie. So we really did finish off 
the year in style.  

 

Then as we start the new year and a new term, teachers have been preparing the 

curriculum to ensure the children continue to learn from new experiences and 
thrive on their learning. We started off the new term with a visit to the panto to 

see Sleeping Beauty. The ESA kindly supported this event and we are very grateful 

to them as it enabled the whole school to go. The children thoroughly enjoyed the 
show, especially seeing one of their teachers dragged (willingly!) up on stage! 
 

Pirate class are fully into their new topic on castles and have transformed their 

role play area into a fantastic castle with the queen’s royal bedroom, a banquette 
and a dungeon. The castle is complete with portcullis a moat and even has bows 

and arrows to ward off the ‘baddies’! 
 

Comet class are learning about ‘The Great Fire of London’ and they too have their 
very own Pudding Lane bakery and a row of Tudor houses around the classroom. 

They have linked this topic with other areas of the curriculum and have already 

produced some great artwork, science and writing.  
 

Phoenix class are learning about the Cold War in history and in art they are  
learning about the late John Brunsdon and will be producing work inspired by him.  

In computing they will be learning about programming, which involves advanced 
technical skills, putting us all to shame! They continue to improve their love of 

French and are learning directions, which for someone who visits France regularly 
is very useful. 
 

So as you can see we are already fully engrossed in our new curriculum and look 

forward to a fun packed busy term! 

 
Mrs D Payne, Early years/KS1 teacher     

http://www.eastonprimary.org.uk
mailto:admin@easton.suffolk.sch.uk
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Easton Pre-School News 

 

 
We have a few spaces available now for  

children from 16 months to 4 years in most of our  
sessions. All welcome from  

surrounding villages. 
To book a visit ring: 01728 746935 or email:  

eastonpreschool@yahoo.co.uk 

Phil the Bag!  
 
Please bring us bags of your  
second hand clothes and textiles 
(list below). You can bring them 
to Pre-School whenever you like 
as we can now store them for a 
collection when we have enough.  
The collector will accept all kinds 
of adult and children's clothing 
(including school uniforms), hats, 
shoes, belts, handbags, sheets, 
pillowcases, duvet covers,  
curtains and towels. But please 
none of the following: blankets, 
bric-a-brac, duvets, pillows, 
sleeping bags, rugs, carpets,  
offcuts of fabric, ripped or stained 
clothing.  
 
We get £400 per tonne so please 
get donating! We can provide 
bags if you need them. 

Sainsbury's Active Kids 
Vouchers 

If Sainsbury's is the place you shop, 
please remember to save us your 
Active Kids vouchers.  
There is a box in the foyer during  
Pre-School sessions for collection or 
they can be put into the post box by 
the front door of the village hall. It will 
help us buy some new resources for 
Pre-School. 

Thank you! 

mailto:eastonpreschool@yahoo.co.uk
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EASTON & LETHERINGHAM  
VILLAGE HALL 

Our next event to celebrate our 50
th
 year will be a Quiz Night evening to 

be held on Saturday 21
st
 March. As with all our previous quiz nights we 

will provide supper with the ticket price and a pay bar, further details 
below. As previously stated half of all the funds we raise this year will 
be donated to FIRST RESPONDERS. As with all our events there is a 
maximum number of tickets available so please book early to avoid  
disappointment. 

Ian Palfreyman 
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PLANNING POLICY DECISIONS THAT CAN  

AFFECT YOUR VILLAGE 

 
The first round of Public Consultation is taking place now. Suffolk 
Coastal District Council (SCDC) will be conducting the consultation, 
the aim, to enable them to log possible land allocation suitable for 
housing. SCDC are liaising with Clerks to organise awareness and 
help with distribution. All policy information and information that 
supports the adopted policies against which decisions are made can 
be found in the SCDC ‘Local Plan’ under the title Core Strategy and 
DM plan. The other document that Local Authorities must adhere to 
is the ‘National Planning Policy Framework’.  The statistics for  
housing numbers are all based on a 17 year period. For SCDC  
district a total base figure of 7,900 is to be met. Towns and villages 
are categorised to calculate a percentage of housing expected  
towards this figure. The category for Easton is ‘Local Service  
Centre’; together with ‘Key Service Centres’ there is a total of 62 
towns and villages which collectively are expected to absorb 17%  
of the 7,900 new homes, between 2010 and 2027. The variance of  
suitability across villages and towns in their ability to meet this  
figure is important. SCDC will be asking opinions on what suitable 
numbers are deemed to be for each community, what type of  
housing, and what land is available. To respond you can view  
documents online via: www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/yourdistrict/
planning/review.   

Abridged from information kindly supplied by Sue Piggott 
 
Public Consultation Meetings in February are: 
Felixstowe Town Hall Tues 3rd Feb 17.30-20.30 Town Hall, Undercliff 
Road, IP11 2AG 
Riverside Centre, Thursday 5th Feb 17.00—20.00 Great Glemham 
Road, Stratford St Andrew IP17 1LL 
Council Chamber, Mon 9th Feb, 10.00-13.00 SCDC Melton Hill  
Woodbridge IP12 1AU    

 

NOTE:  Your Parish Council considered this at a meeting on 6th  
January 2015 (see Clerk’s notes on page 7) and forwarded their  
response to SCDC.                               

http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/yourdistrict/planning/review
http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/yourdistrict/planning/review
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Village View in February 
 

 

 

 

Monday Mardle 

9th February 

7.30 pm Village Hall 

 
No Parish Council Meeting 

 

Sunday Café 

15th February 

10-11.30 am 

Village Hall 

 

Mobile Library 

Wednesday 18th February 

12.20—12.40 pm 

Village Hall 

 

 Easton Belles WI 

 Tuesday 24th February 

 7.30 pm Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yoga-Pilates 

Tuesdays  

9.30  - 10.45 am 

Village Hall 

£8 drop in rate 

£39 for 6 sessions 

 

Table Tennis 

Every Wednesday  

6.30 pm Village Hall 

£5 per session 

 

Zumba 

Every Thursday 
6.15 pm Village Hall 

£5 per session 

 

Easton Pre-School  

Village Hall 

Mondays, Wednesdays or 

Fridays 9.15am—3pm  

Thursday mornings  

9am-11.30am 

 

 

13 
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TRAFFIC DISRUPTION IN WICKHAM MARKET 

Gas supply to new Hopkins Home development 
 

We are undertaking the works in stages to minimise the disruption 
caused starting from the Bus Stop on The Hill to the junction of 
Featherbroom Gardens.  
 
The first stage will see three-way traffic lights for one week working  
at the junction of the Bus Stop on The Hill and High Street.  
 
Stage two will last for two weeks and will be a road closure between 
Crown Lane and Chapel Lane. Pedestrian access will remain the 
same.  
 
Stage three will last two weeks with three way traffic lights at the 
junction of Chapel Lane and will be moving down the road to support 
the works until we reach the Co-Op where the three-way traffic lights 
system will be replaced by a two-way traffic light system. The two-
way traffic lighting system will be in place at the junction of  
Featherbroom Gardens for the remaining two weeks of the project.  
 
When will it take place and how long will it last 
 
The work will be carried out by tRIIO working on behalf of National 
Grid Gas Distribution. The work will start on 2nd February 2015 and 
will take around seven weeks to complete, following the stages listed 
above.  
 
If you have any questions please give us a call on 0800 0965678 or 
talk to one of the team on site who will be happy to help. 
 

National Grid Gas plc 

 

 

 

Thanks to Paul Clarke in Letheringham for passing on this information.  Ed 
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A Potential Star in our Midst? 
 

Olivia Castle from Stud Farm, Easton, is an     
emerging young Jazz vocalist who has recently    
released her debut album ‘Siren Song’.  The famous 
pianist Laurie Holloway accompanies her on the   
album and says of Olivia,“The best vocalist I’ve 
played for, for a long time…  She is a wonderful singer. A class act!”    

Olivia was runner-up in the BBC Radio 2 Chorister of the Year final, held 
at St Paul’s Cathedral in 2008, performing to a panel of judges which  
included Carrie Grant and Hayley Westenra.  Her vocal style consists of 
a crossover between Jazz and Easy-Listening genres which is reflected 
in her repertoire.  
She is currently based in Suffolk, but is looking to relocate to London in 
the near future.  She has performed at many fundraising events locally 
and has a number of musical performances already booked.  Exciting 
times!   
 
Visit Olivia’s website at wwww.oliviacastle.co.uk to hear some of her 
tracks and learn where you can see/hear her perform. 
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QUESTIONS, FOOD AND DRINK 

 
The drinks flowed, the food was excellent and the questions certainly  
tested our knowledge!  Seventy-eight people met in the village hall to  
take part in the quiz to raise funds for Easton Bowls Club.  It was a super 
evening and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
 
Thank you so much to everyone who supported us and I'm delighted to 
say that we raised £638 towards the cost of putting electricity into our club 
house. 
 
The club has been nominated for an award and cash prize from Suffolk 
Coastal District Council but we need lots of votes.  Please visit the follow-
ing website, click the button next to Easton Bowls Club and then press 
'vote'. 

  
https://scbca.wordpress.com/enabling-communities-award/ 

 
Carol Rook 

POWER CUTS 
 

Some of us in Easton lost our electricity supply on New 
Year’s Eve at around 7.30 pm - and it was only restored at 
about 1.30 am on New Year’s Day! 
 

I telephoned UK Power Networks and was connected to the switchboard  
in Ipswich where a gentleman was very helpful, phoning back with  
information and with the probable time of re-connection. 
 

It was obvious that the more calls they received the greater priority was 
given to the problem.  So, please don’t assume everybody else has called 
in, do so yourself by mobile or by a direct ‘plug in the wall’ telephone and 
let the professionals know we mean business! 
 

In the event of another power cut, the number to call is :- 
 

0800 783 8838 
Christine Burgoyne 
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Wellie Boots for February 
 

O 
h infamy, infamy. She’s got it in fer me. I’m ashamed to announce that 
Wellie Boots has just suffered a mass defection by 25% in its reader-
ship. Delilah, for ‘tis she, has taken great umbrage at my casting 

“nasturtiums” as to the pedigree of her Christmas poinsettias.  Perhaps I was a 
bit harsh, but I only said what I saw. So at the moment I’m persona non grata 
and never to be spoken to again. ‘Til next time. 

 

“The snowdrop, in purest white array, first rears its head on Candlemas Day”, 
which is always on February 2nd, forty days after Christmas. Well, after our very 
mild winter, it’s no surprise that they were well in advance this year, but all is 
not lost. Hopefully, if you wrap up warm and toddle along  
towards Wickham Market, you may just catch the last  
knockings of one of our better displays locally, on the right, just 
after Tank Road and before the small golf club. Meanwhile, I 
hope I’ve discovered a way of cloning those snowdrop bulbs. 
Like onions they have a basal plate from which you gently trim 
off the roots then with a very sharp knife cut the bulb vertically 
into quarters or so and open up the layers, taking great care not 
to separate them from the basal plate, then plant into a compost mix.  
Apparently about three months after planting, a new bulblet will miraculously 
appear. Worth trying and at least it will keep you out of mischief for a few 
hours.  
 

Talking of expanding stock, if you have had your rhubarb crown 
for about five years, now would be an ideal time to consider 
splitting it up. Lift the whole clump and then dig in lots of well-
rotted manure over the area you are going to re-plant. Then, 
carefully carve up the crown so that you finish with a bud and a 

piece of root with each split and plant with the bud at soil level, about 30 inches 
apart. The old, tired chunk can be discarded – no room for sentiment in a  
kitchen garden, there’s not enough space. Which reminds me, don’t forget to 
chit your seed potatoes soon. Old large egg boxes are ideal, then put them in a 
light, cool place with the potato end showing the most “buds” uppermost. They 
should be ready for planting outside in March when the shoots are about one 
and a half inches long. 
 

As well as Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) on the 17th February, we also have St 
Valentine’s Day (14th February, and don’t you forget it sunshine or you’re in 
deep doo-doo). This is also the day that folklore decrees wild birds begin 
courting and searching for nesting sites. However, this year they’re well out of  
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kilter due to our mild weather and searching around already. Birds  
are quite good at telling the time as the dawn chorus is never late,  
but useless at reading a calendar. I know you’ve all sorted out your 
nesting boxes already but a little nesting material left around your 
garden would be gratefully received. As well as a well-stocked bird 
table with unfrozen water.  At the moment long-tailed tits, blue tits, 
robins, blackbirds, sparrows, dunnocks, wrens, chaffinches and gold-
finches crowd ours most days, with frequent visits from woodpeckers, both green 
and spotted. I’m sure it’s due to the absence of magpies. But birds do have their  
drawbacks. Although they love our fruits at harvest time, at this time of year they 
will also be gorging themselves on your developing fruit buds. Your entire crop can 
disappear with astonishing speed unless protected. Fruit trees and gooseberries in 
particular need netting if at all possible. 
  
Now, to save us all a lot of work and frustration later in the year, why don’t we all 
have a purge on prevalent pests’ session? First of all gather all the plant pots and 
trays from around the garden and you’ll be surprised at what you will find. Under 
one large tray we found no less than 39 snails of various sizes, well over 100 in the 
whole garden and under a large board about 15 very squashed, deformed tulips and 
hyacinths who had been trying to force their way through a solid mass. With the 
snails that miss the hand-cull, I always avoid the poisoned pellets as they are also 
lethal to other garden inhabitants that are really beneficial. Instead I prefer to use 
the old beer trap method which can be bought at any garden centre. Otherwise,  
just sink an empty jar or tin to the top into the ground, half fill with beer and leave, 
renewing occasionally. I don’t suppose it’s absolutely painless, but it’s better than 
slowly burning out their insides.  I like to think in a beer trap they will pass away 
very drunk and happy. Or, if you are really squeamish and just want to keep them 
away, when you are next at the hairdressers ask for a small bag of hair clippings and 
sprinkle over the danger zones. It keeps them away but may get sabotaged by small 

birds stealing the hair to line their nests.  Next to tackle is  
perhaps our biggest threat - the slug. This is capable of  
destroying almost any new plant growth in the garden,  
especially hostas which often end up looking like pieces of 
tattered, discarded old lace. There is no sign of infestation at 
the moment, but the plague is hiding underground, waiting to 
engulf our gardens in the spring. So, towards the end of  

February, start a fortnightly watering of liquid slug killer, three or four sessions 
should be ample, and you will be rewarded with the best hostas you have grown in 
many a long year. Finally, those other wretched little varmints with a fur coat and a 
long tail.  
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Soon it will time to bring your stored dahlia tubers back to life and 
even if they have escaped damage so far, they will be at high risk once 
new growth begins to appear.  Most people dislike humane traps that 
catch them alive (where do you let them loose?) and poison is out of 
the question in most cases, so it’s back to the old faithful mouse trap. Nowadays 
they are so easy to set, efficient and painless. And there are lot of these mouskies 
about unseen. This last six days alone we have disposed of four in our green-
house, which with their offspring would have caused untold damage come the 
spring, plus a couple in the garage. 
  
Now back to the garden proper. Remember, if you have a lot of pots, tubs and 
urns as we have, they will all have to be watered during dry spells, especially 
when in a sheltered position or near a wall. So keep most of them confined to  
the same area where they can be watered, with a hose if necessary, until needed 
elsewhere. Over the months this will save a lot of leg-work lugging heavy cans  
of water everywhere. At the moment hellibores, or Lenten Roses, in their many  
lovely colours, will be opening from now on well into the spring. Trim off their old 
leaves, both to display the flowers better and prevent the spread of disease. Fresh 
new leaves will emerge in the spring. Pot up lily bubs to flower in early summer  
in barely moist compost and keep somewhere light and frost-free. Remember  
however lily bulbs are subject to rot so only water lightly when wanted. Continue 
to brighten up a dull month by planting pansies, violas, primroses and heathers.  
 

Finally, a note of caution – one of the local muntjacs which has been 
haunting Easton’s country roads for several weeks has now advanced 
into gardens around the village green. Known also as the barking deer, 
they are very nervous animals but completely solid muscle and bone, 
so if they run into you or your car they will make an awful mess of  
either. They are extremely destructive, so if it should get into your  
garden it’s best to make a lot of noise and then go back indoors until it 

disappears, which is normally pretty pronto. And whatever you do, don’t get  
between it and an open gate - that’s asking for trouble. 
 
Travel safely, 

 

Wellie Boots  
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 

Tesco, Currys and Argos scam 

An email is currently circulating saying you have been selected 

to go into a draw for vouchers to a value of £1000 for one of the above 

companies. It is a scam intended to gain personal information from  

people. 

 

Police Launch Emergency Contact Disc as alternative to Tax Disc 

Several police forces around the country have suggested a good use for 

the tax disc holder, now that it is no longer necessary to display your 

road tax information.  They have suggested using it to hold an  

Emergency Contact Disc. 
 

The Emergency Contact Disc contains next of kin contact details and 

medical alert information for the driver. In the event of a medical  

emergency or road traffic collision that renders the occupants unable to 

communicate, a first responder will be able to obtain vital information 

that is not otherwise accessible at the scene. 
 

The disc can be cut out and placed into the now otherwise redundant tax 

disc holder, the information sections fold inwards so it would not be able 

to be viewed by passers by.  PC Dave Wise, the West Mercia officer  

behind the idea said;  

”The information within the disc could be vital to save lives or quickly  

locate a casualty's next of kin, something that can be time consuming at 

the scene of a serious incident.  All information is optional and the blank 

discs can be used to add customised information, or attach a passport 

photo to help link the information to the right person. If there is more 

than one regular driver or even regular passengers, consider printing 

multiple discs and add a photo or description of each person. The  

Emergency Contact Disc can be used alongside existing medical alert 

products like bracelets and necklaces.”  PC Wise added; "If people have 

concerns about security of information, they can omit certain details. We 

would advise that if the next of kin address is the same as the driver's  

address, it may be sensible to leave this portion blank.  The information 

within the disc would give little or no information away that could aid  

potential criminals and any slight risk is far outweighed by the benefits". 
 

To download the disc just type emergency contact disc into your 

browser. This will bring up a number of police forces that are promoting 

the initiative (sadly not Suffolk Constabulary, although there was an  

article about it in the East Anglian Daily Times a few weeks ago).  An  

example is shown overleaf. 

                             John Owen 
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LETHERINGHAM NOTES 
 

MONDAY MARDLE 
 

“From this Land” 
 

Jason Gathorne Hardy will talk about The Alde Valley Spring Festival which 
will run from April 18th to May 17th.  The festival is a celebration of food, 
farming, landscape and the arts. 
 

Jason was due to speak to us in March but has kindly agreed to speak in 
February as Chrissie Beveridge has had to cancel due to a work  
commitment. 
 

Monday February 9th at 7.30pm  
in Easton & Letheringham Village Hall 

 

£6 donation includes glass of wine.   
All proceeds to St Mary’s Church, Letheringham 

 

Paul Clarke 
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BRANDESTON EVENTS 

Valentine’s Day  
Coffee, Cakes and Gift 

Stall  
Sat 14th February  

Brandeston Village 
Hall 

 

On Valentine’s Day 
Brandeston Village Hall 
will be open from 10.30 
am to Midday serving  
coffee, scones, cakes etc, 
as well as selling produce, 
plants and flowers to  
celebrate the day.  There 
will also be large cakes, 
buns etc to take home to 
your loved one for your 
own Valentine tea.   
 

Newspapers will be  
available to sit and read 
as well as friends to chat 
to so please do come 
along. Offers of produce/
potted plants/bouquets  
of flowers are greatly  
appreciated for the stall - 
please contact either  
Lucy Nobbs (684422) or 
Sue Thurlow (685673) to 
arrange  

Festive Weekend of Music 

and Flowers 

30/31 May 2015 
 

All Saints Church and the front 

lawns of Brandeston Hall (by 

Kind permission of the Head-

master) will become a focus of 

entertainment with cream teas, 

flower and plant stalls. 
 

Music from: 

 The Castleton Brass Band 

The Stradbroke Junior Brass 

The Rabble Chorus  

… and more. 
 

GRAND EVENING CONCERT 

with vocal, instrumental and 

keyboard entertainment and 

refreshments. 
 

And of course the Church 

decked with flowers to view, 

quiet music accompaniment 

and stewards on hand to talk  

of the history of the church. 
 

ALL THIS AND MUCH MORE 

PLANNED.  WATCH THIS 

SPACE! 
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Framlingham Hospice shop  

needs donations 
 

St Elizabeth Hospice is appealing for donations of good quality items for 

its shop in Framlingham.  The local charity needs donations of goods such 

as clothes, shoes, accessories, toys, games, books DVDs, and homeware to 

re-sell in its shops to raise vital funds for Hospice care. 

 

Jason Rudderham, St Elizabeth Hospice’s Head of Retail, said: “All our 

Hospice shops are well supported by the community, whether that’s 

through donating items, shopping, or volunteering in the stores – and this 

month we need your help as we’re running low on stock.  Any items you 

can donate will be gratefully received and all the money generated from 

our shops goes towards providing care and support for our patients and 

their families.”  

 

If you would like to support your local Hospice by donating items, please 

drop them off at your nearest St Elizabeth shop in Market Hill during 

opening hours, Monday to Saturday, 9am – 5pm.  

 

Visit www.stelizabethhospice.org.uk/shops to find out more. 

FREE PRINTER  
CARTRIDGES 

 

My Kodak printer has finally given up 
the ghost and has been retired to the 
Foxhall Recycling Centre. This leaves 
me with a black/colour combo pack 
(10b & 10c) and a black cartridge 
(10b). They are unused so if anyone 
has a use for them please give me a 
call on 746644. They are free and it 
will save me the hassle of getting rid 
of them!    

John Owen 

http://www.stelizabethhospice.org.uk/shops
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New Year Resolution 
Anyone for Tennis? 

 
Are you looking for a different resolution to clear away the 
cobwebs or lose a few extra pounds?  Why not try Tennis?  
The sport for a lifetime as you can play at almost any age and 
across the lifespan. It has great health benefits and is a good 
way to meet up with friends and play and make new friends.  Wickham Market 
has three tennis courts which are situated at the end of Orchard Place off  
Dallinghoo Road.  The courts were built with funding from The People’s Millions, 
where Wickham Market was a runner up, winning £90,000 towards the building 
costs of the courts. They are a fantastic resource and deserve to be used more. 
 
R & S Hardware and Gardening on The Hill have the booking sheet and will take 
the £5 payment if you would like to use the ‘Pay and Play’ court for a game.      
Alternatively you  can turn up on a Sunday morning at 11am, where a few      
members of the tennis club of varying abilities meet up to play. You will be very 
welcome to join us. Don’t be put off if you’ve not played for a while we’ll happily 
spend a bit of time hitting the ball back over the net to you if you’re not sure if 
it’s for you but want to give it a go.  
We’re keen to get more people from Wickham Market and the surrounding      
villages playing tennis. All you need are warm comfortable clothes and a pair       
of trainers and a tennis racquet. We do have a few spare racquets if you’ve      
misplaced yours!  
If you want to speak to one of us please ring Mark on 01728 746921 or Fiona on 
01728 746736. 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR MAGAZINE  
SUBSCRIPTION YET? 

 
Just a gentle reminder, in case you haven’t and still wish to re-

ceive the magazine every month, please let your  
distributor have £3 asap.  Thank you. 
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For more information on your  
local villages, visit the parish  

websites:- 
 

www.easton.onesuffolk.net 
www.brandeston.net 

www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk 

Contact Details of 

Councillors that 

serve Easton 
 

Parish Councillors: 
 

Chair : John Owen 
Tel: 01728 746644 
(Also SCDC Representative) 
 

Vice Chair : Bob Gibbon 
Tel: 01728 746866 
(Also Playground Officer) 
 

Tony Smith 
Tel:  01728 746658 
(Also Emergency Officer) 
 

Brian Boon 
Tel:  01728 745057 
(Also Public Footpath Officer) 
 

Michael Coney 
Tel:  01728 746181  
(Also Tree Officer) 
 

John Kerr 
Tel: 01728 746239 
 

Adrian Hollins 
Tel:  01728 746053 
 
 

Clerk : 
07789 538430 
(Also Responsible Finance Officer) 
 

Suffolk County Councillor 
Peter Bellfield 
Tel: 01473 735259 
Fax: 01473 735859 
 

Suffolk Coastal District  
Councillor 
Bob Snell 
Tel: 01728 685877 
 

A copy of the latest draft minutes 
of the Parish Council can be read 
on the back of the village notice-
board. 

Do you have something to put 

in the magazine? 

 

Contributions to the next Parish Magazine 
should arrive by the 20th of the month before, 
either by email or by handwritten piece, 
please.   

My email address is :- 

Village Hall Bookings  
 

Contact Jean Blackwood-Pugh 
Email:  jeanmbp@gmail.com 

Tel:  748378 

http://www.brandeston.net
http://www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk


Semi-Retired Decorator 
Seeks Local Work 

 

Professional work, not prices 
 

 Over 30 years’ experience 
 Interior and Exterior works 

carried out 
 Small jobs welcomed 
 Assuring you of a good service 
 

For a free estimate contact  
Patrick Tobin 

 

T: 01728 745054   M: 07789 964390 

or 

Holiday Home Management 
 

Leave your property in our 

hands to give you complete 

peace of mind. 
 

 Cleaning, maintenance,                   

garden and shopping  

 services. 

 Key holding service. 

 Regular property 

checks 

 Pet feeding/care. 
 

Please contact Lucy on 07811 217072 
www.leapropertysolutions.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

DOMESTIC, AGRICULTURAL &  
COMMERCIAL INSTALLATION &  

MAINTENANCE EVENT LIGHTING &  
POWER 

 

T:  01728 684422 

M:  07976 638434 

 

E: info@aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk 
www.aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk 

Do you like to travel?  
Would you like your own personal 
‘concierge’ to make your holiday  
arrangements for you and deliver 
your travel documents to your door?  

Travel With Jules is a fully bonded 
Independent Travel Agency, 
based in Easton. Shop  
local! Contact Julie on 
748209 or email 
jules@travelwithjules.co.uk 
www.travelwithjules.co.uk 


