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EASTON CHURCH 
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SATURDAYS  
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10 AM TO 4 PM 
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Reverend Graham Hedger’s Letter 

 
As a football fan I watched the exploits of England in the recent Euros.  I 
have to confess that these days I get more excited about club football 
than the national team.  However, like many I watched the final.  So near 
and yet so far. 

What came afterwards exposed the reality that at the heart of our      
nation there is still a minority of people who cannot accept that we are 
all equal.  The outpouring of racist abuse on some of the England players 
was abhorrent.  Thankfully many more rallied round to show that they 
valued and respected the black players.  In the bible we are told that in 
Christ there is no Jew or non Jew, no slave or free, rather all are equal. 

Sadly, the church has a long way to go.  Over the past year I have read 
two books about racism in the church.  The first was called ‘Ghostship’ 
and looked at specific instances of racism through the eyes of an          
Anglican clergyman.  More recently I was challenged as I read ‘God is  
not a white man’ by Chine MacDonald, who, using her experiences as a 
person of Nigerian birth, came to this country as a child of a doctor and a 
teacher and eventually went to Cambridge and has worked for several 
development agencies. 

Both books challenge the church to do more to expose the unseen,     
unspoken racism within our words and attitudes.  In many ways the 
church is no more than a microcosm of society, but we are called to be 
different and to model a new way.  The next few years are going to be 
very challenging as the Church of England seeks to make changes and 
maybe one day we will look back on the events of 2020 and 2021 as    
really making a change to how everyone is viewed both within the 
church and society. 

Enjoy the summer sun. 

 
Graham 



Church Matters 
 

"Show your love by being tolerant with one another."   
 
This extract from Paul's letter to the Ephesians (Good News Bible) 
reminds us that being patient with each other is important - even if it 
is not always easy! 
 

Services in church 
 

There are now regular services in all our churches and we can sing 
again!  The benefice service on the first Sunday of the month (1st 
August) will be at Campsea Ashe.  There will be no Zoom service 
that day. 
 

Services at Easton will be BCP Morning Prayer on 8th August at 
11.00 am and Holy Communion on 22nd August at 11.00 am. 
 

There is also a benefice Holy Communion with Celtic liturgy at 
Easton at 9.30 am on 29th August (fifth Sunday in the month). 
 

There is a wedding here on Monday 2nd August. 
 

BCP Morning Prayer 
 

As this was successful last month, we shall have Morning Prayer 
again on 8th August (with hymns). 
 

Taizé 
 

Our well-liked Taizé services have resumed in Easton church.  In  
August, the service will be on 1st August at 4 pm.  This is a quiet, 
contemplative worship style and appeals to many people.  If you 
have not given it a try, please do. 

Holiday Club 

The return of the holiday club for children aged 5 - 11 will be held at 
Brandeston Village Hall on 16th, 17th and 18th August.  Whilst there 
are no places left, please register your interest by phoning Mary 
Baker on 685807 or Jackie on 723623 in case of a cancellation. 
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Zoom Services 

Our Zoom services will continue every Sunday at 9.30 am except 
on the first Sunday of the month.  If you would like to join these 
services, please register with Bill Clarke so that he can send you 
the link (bill78@btinternet.com). 

Jane Woodbury-Eggins 
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Special Services in August 

 

We continue our services on the first Sunday of the month, using music 
and liturgy from the Taize community. 

On Sunday 29th August the benefice service will be in Easton and we are 
using the opportunity to worship using liturgies drawn from different    
traditions.  On this occasion the service will use material from the Celtic 
tradition.  It will be slightly different from normal.  Worship in the Celtic 
tradition is more in tune with the world around us, the elements and the 
seasons.   

The Holiday Club for primary age children takes place this month and 
even before we start we are full!  Thank you to all the volunteers who  
make the three day event very special.  We always hold a special service 
at the end of the Holiday Club and this will be on  Sunday 22 at 9.30 am 
in Brandeston Church.   Why not come and find out what the children 
have been doing. 

Graham 



5 

Covid-safe Church Services  
 

From July 19th government regulations have become guidance.   

The way we organise our services in church is based upon national            
guidance.  Our aim is to make them as safe as possible with everyone 
taking responsibility for themselves and showing compassion and     
courtesy to others.  As with all things Covid the process will be kept     
under review.   

 We are adopting a uniform approach across the benefice.  

 Regular risk assessments are carried out in each church.  

 Where churches have side doors and windows these will be open 
for ventilation.  

 We recognise that some people will feel more vulnerable now than 
previously and may want to sit on their own or wear a mask at all 
times.  In view of this we invite all people to wear a face covering 
and to continue to socially distance.  For most Sunday services this 
does not present a problem!  

 We ask people to use hand sanitiser as they come in and go out of 
church.  

 At Holy Communion, face coverings to be worn when moving 
around the church.  

 The priest will wear a mask when administering Communion.  

 Communion will continue in one kind (bread, no wine).  

 We recommence congregational singing in church.  

  

For baptisms, weddings and funerals: 

The government has lifted restrictions on numbers attending weddings, 
funerals and baptisms.  In discussion with the families, we will decide 
whether to limit numbers.  If numbers are not limited, then social        
distancing may not be possible.  We ask all people to wear face            
coverings.  

Graham 
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Date Time Service Church 

 

Sunday 1st  

9.30 am Benefice Service of  
Holy Communion  

Campsea Ashe 

4.00 pm Taize Service Easton 

Weds 4th  10.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Hacheston 

Sunday 8th 

9.30 am Morning Worship Zoom 

9.30 am Holy Communion Brandeston 

9.30 am Morning Prayer (BCP) Campsea Ashe 

11.00 am Holy Communion Hacheston 
   
11.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP) Easton 

11.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP) Parham 

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) Marlesford 

Sunday 15th 

9.30 am Morning Worship Zoom 

9.30 am  Holy Communion  Marlesford 

11.00 am  Holy Communion Kettleburgh 

11.00 am  Holy Communion  Parham 

 9.30 am  Morning Worship Zoom 

9.30 am Holiday Club Service Brandeston 

9.30 am  Holy Communion  Campsea Ashe 

11.00 am  Holy Communion Easton 

11.00 am Morning Prayer Hacheston 

6.30 pm  Evening Prayer (BCP) Kettleburgh 

9.30 am Benefice Service of  
Holy Communion    
using Celtic liturgy 

Easton 

Services for August 2021 

Sunday 22nd 

Sunday 29th 



 

SUE WALL 

 

It is with great sadness that we report the death of one of our   
newest Easton residents.  Sue and her husband John moved to 
Harriers Walk in August 2020 having carried out major refurbish-
ments to their house and garden.  They were looking forward to 
retirement and Sue had a particular interest in the garden. 

Sue was a busy farmer's wife, but some years ago she started  
the Granary Nursery in Framlingham and many young people will 
remember happy times there.  She also spent time more recently 
at Easton school helping children with their reading.  Some of you 
may know her from that.  She was a lovely lady. 

We are so sad at her passing and the fact that we shall not now 
be able to get to know her better.  We send our love and heartfelt 
sympathies to John, her daughters Amy, Hannah and Sarah and 
all the family. 

Jane Woodbury-Eggins 
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Holiday club is back! 
Top Team 2021 

 
We have had a fantastic response to our holiday club 
notices and are now fully booked.  
If you would like your child to be added to the list of   
reserves, please get in touch: there may have to be 
some cancellations! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary Baker  01728 685807   marybaker555@hotmail.co.uk  
Jackie Clark  01728 723623   jwc51@btinternet.com  
    

Thank you to the people who have 
booked. We are looking forward to     

seeing everyone! 

mailto:marybaker555@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jwc51@btinternet.com
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What’s On in August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mobile Library     

Wednesday 25th 

12.25—12.45 pm 

Easton Farm Park 

 

Parish Council Meeting 

None in August 

(See website for minutes of  

last meetings.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village Hall 

 

Mondays: 

Yoga with Ellie 9.30—11 am 

Pre-booking  

E: eleanorpenlo@gmail.com 

 

Tuesdays: 

Pilates for Riders with Dawn 

7—8 pm 

Pre-booking 

E:  dfkcoaching@hotmail.com 

 

Wednesdays: 

Pilates with Kelly 

Advanced 9.15 am 

Beginners/Intermediate 10.30 am 

Pre-booking 

E:  pilateswithkelly@hotmail.com 
 

Table Tennis 

6:30pm £5 per session 

Contact John on 746644  
 

Thursdays: 

Yoga 6.30—7.30 pm 

Pre-booking essential  

E: yogavicky2019@gmail.com 

See poster on page 10 

 

Fridays: 

Yoga with Ellie 9.30—11 am 

Pre-booking 

E:  eleanorpenlo@gmail.com 

 

 

 

AS COVID RESTRICTIONS EASE, 

WE HOPE TO BE REINTRODUCING 

MORE VILLAGE EVENTS.   

WATCH THIS SPACE! 
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SUFFOLK HISTORIC CHURCHES 

RIDE AND STRIDE 2021 

SATURDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 

 

This event will take place on Saturday 11th September from 9.00am 
until 5.00pm. 

It would be lovely to have some riders or walkers (sponsored of 
course) this year.  And maybe some people would like to do a    
sponsored "church sit"... 

If you would like to ride/walk and be sponsored, I have the sponsor-
ship forms which also allow people to gift aid their contributions. 

Last year in Suffolk in spite of the Coronavirus restrictions, an       
impressive £175,000 was raised for upkeep of our historic churches. 

Please contact me for further information (Tel: 746667) or visit 
shct.org.uk. 

Jane Woodbury-Eggins 

Former BBC presenter Bill Turnbull (third from right) officially launches this 

year’s Ride and Stride at Badingham Church  in June 

(Photo courtesy of Suffolk News) 
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As our leisure life is beginning to get back to normal it is good to see      
the pub getting busy again. Below is a list of the current opening times  
together with a couple of views of the very smart new beer garden and 
outdoor eating space. There are now more tables than previously           
although there is no longer any parking at the back of the pub. Hopefully 
this will not put too much of a squeeze on the village car park or on-street 
parking, particularly after the eagerly anticipated traffic-calming road   
narrowings in the village are installed by Suffolk Highways. 

Derek Balcombe 

Easton White Horse update 

Pub opening times 
(latest): 

Monday   
Closed (open Bank Holidays) 
Tuesday 
Closed 
Wednesday    
Food served 12-2.30  
and 5.30-8.30 
Thursday  
Food served 12-2.30  
and 5.30—8.30 
Friday 
Food served 12—2.30  
and 5.30– 8.30 
Saturday 
Food served 12—8.30 
Sunday 
Food served 12—5  
 

Wednesday to Saturday—open all 
day for drinks. 
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Easton Bowls Club 

Home Fixtures for August 2021 
 

 

Date         Day  Match/Event League               Time 

 

1st Sunday       Hammond Trophy  Open                 11am/12 pm 
8th  Sunday       Easton Pairs            Club              2 pm   
9th Monday      Pairs Tournament   Open                10 am/2 pm  
10th Tuesday      Martlesham            Woodbridge      6.45 pm 
22nd Sunday       Easton Finals          Club                  2.00 pm 
23rd  Monday      Pairs Tournament   Open                 10 am/2 pm 

 
Matches Played 

19th June – 19th July 
 

      League                    Won                       Lost                      Total                         
  Period  Running    Period  Running     Period Running 
  Woodbridge           2       9          1 2     3           11 
   Fynn A                  3       8          0 0     3           8 
   Fynn B                  2       5          1 3     3           8 

 
 

Should bowls be new to you and you wish to see what the game is all 
about, please contact Mike Cattermole on 01473 614845.  If you are 
already a bowler and would like to join the Club, again contact Mike. 
 
If you want just to watch some people gently propelling a round object 
along a grass square, please do so.  There is a but!  Please stay on the 
other side of the fence as the Club is under strict Covid-19 restrictions 
on the number of people allowed on the Green and surrounding area.  
Thank you! 

Charles Pollock                       



Easton Cricket Club 
Home Fixtures for August 2021 

 

We are pleased to welcome all visitors back to watch matches, but please 

note Covid restrictions apply.   

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR LATEST COVID INFORMATION. 

 
 

Sun 1st 13.00  Womens 1st XI v Thriplow Womens 1st XI 

Sat 7th 13.00  2nd XI v Stowupland 1st XI 

Sun 8th   13.00  Womens 1st XI v Copdock & Old Ipswichian Ladies 1st XI 

Sat 14th 13.00  1st XI v Abberton & District 1st XI 

Sun 15th  13.00  Sunday 1st XI v Long Melford Sunday 2nd XI 

Sat 21st 12.30  1st XI v Stowmarket 1st XI 

Sun 22nd 13.00  Womens 1st XI v Melton St Audry’s 1st XI 

Sat 28th 12.30  2nd XI v St Margaret’s 1st XI 

 
 

(Editor’s note:  Information correct at time of going to press.  Please consult 
club website for up to date information and results.) 

 
Easton.play-cricket.com 
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The funny side of life ... 

 

 My wife asked me if I’d 
seen the dog bowl.      

I told her I didn’t even 
know he played cricket. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
 

 
New warning from the National Fraud Intelligence 
Bureau (NFIB) 
The National Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB) is warning the 
public to be vigilant of scam calls that appear to be coming from 
numbers similar to their own. Commonly, the first seven digits 
(07xxxxx) match the victim’s own number. The calls impersonate 
well-known government organisations, or law enforcement  
agencies, and will ask the recipient of the call to “press 1” in    
order to speak with an advisor, or police officer, about unpaid 
fines or police warrants. 
 
In May 2021, Action Fraud received 2,110 scam call reports 
where the caller’s number matched the first seven digits of the 
victim’s own phone number. Of these, 1,426 (68%) referred to 
HMRC or National Insurance. 
 
Victims have also reported receiving these types of calls, and 
messaging, via widely-used messaging apps, such as 
WhatsApp. 
 
Protect yourself - What you need to do 

 Government and law enforcement agencies will not notify you 
about unpaid fines or outstanding police warrants by calling or 
texting you. Do not respond to any calls or texts you receive 
about these. 

 Always take a moment to stop and think before parting with 
money or your personal information, it could prevent you from 
falling victim to fraud. Remember, it’s okay to reject, refuse or 
ignore any requests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic you. 

 If you receive a suspicious text message, you can report it by 
forwarding the message to 7726. It’s free of charge. 
 
Suspicious telephone/mobile calls can be reported to Action 
Fraud via their website: actionfraud.police.uk/report-phishing 

http://actionfraud.police.uk/report-phishing
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Phishing warning: fake Sainsbury’s marketing survey 
email 
Sainsbury’s has confirmed that an email promising £90 for taking 
part in a ‘marketing survey’ has nothing to do with it. We’re all used 
to seeing slick marketing from brands. Many feature recognisable 
logos and familiar brand colours to promote their offers across 
emails, social media, TV adverts … the list goes on. 
But Sainsbury’s has confirmed that this ‘marketing survey’ email 
and the site it takes you through to have nothing to do with the    
supermarket. The survey and its offers of free ‘rewards’ are fake, 
and eventually encourage you to part with sensitive personal       
information. 
Here’s what the email looks like: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Owen 

https://conversation.which.co.uk/scams/just-eat-phishing-email-reward-scam/
https://conversation.which.co.uk/scams/just-eat-phishing-email-reward-scam/
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Easton History 

Lady Jean Fforde (Part 2) 

(from Brian Boon) 

 

 

 

 

 

Obituary – The Scotsman Wednesday 

18/10/2017  

Lady Jean Graham Sibyl Violet Graham Fforde. Born in Edinburgh on   
7 November 1920. Died on 13 October 2017 on Isle of Arran, aged 96. 

 
Lady Jean Fforde, who controversially auctioned off an earldom in order 
to raise the money to have central heating installed in her cottage, has 
died on her beloved Isle of Arran in the Firth of Clyde.  
 
The Earldom of Arran was sold by Lady Jean 30 years ago. Her family 
had held the title since the 15th century. The sale included 1,000 acres  
of farmland at the foot of Goatfell, where a mysterious white stag is   
said to roam. Celtic legend has it that a sighting of the beast signals    
impending death. One was said to have been spotted on the island a      
few days before Lady Jean died. Lady Jean, whose family own most of 
Arran, led a colourful and sometimes controversial life. She is said to 
have used the money from the title sale to repair and heat her home in 
the former estate office of Brodick Castle. The castle was taken over by 
the National Trust for Scotland in 1960 in lieu of death duties. She said, 
that while she was sad to lose the title, it was nothing to losing the castle 
“The castle and all its contents were taken from me and it was like losing 
my whole life.” The castle was the seat of the Dukes of Hamilton, her 
mother’s family. Lady Jean, only daughter of the 6th Duke of Montrose, 
was a spirited woman who was an energetic force for good. She played 
major roles in many organisations on Arran, including the Scottish 
Women’s Rural Institute, the RNLI and Riding for the Disabled.  
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There were expressions of discontent on and off the island, however,     
over evictions from tenanted farms that she owned. These surfaced in the 
Scottish parliament when Lady Jean’s son, Charles, accused the Scottish 
Land Commission of “bizarre behaviour in line with Leninist principles”. 

His mother’s family, the Douglas-Hamiltons, built schools and churches   
in all the villages at their own expense. They also built homes for people 
finding alternative employment to subsistence agriculture. They even     
employed a doctor to look after sick people on their estate. In 1999 Lady 
Jean was listed alongside Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum, the 
Prince of Dubai, who owns a 63,000-acre estate in Wester Ross, as one of 
the ten lairds with most to fear from land reform. The list was compiled by 
Andy Wightman, author of a comprehensive analysis of land ownership in 
Scotland, published in The Sunday Times. “These are landowners who    
are throwbacks to the Victorian period when lairds were masters of their 
dominion,” Mr Wightman wrote. 
 
Lady Jean provoked anger when her family evicted a tenant farmer. Later, 
there was more disquiet over the eviction of two brothers from a 6,000-acre 
hill farm. Her early life, however – when Monaco royalty spent their    
summer holidays with her, as did prominent politicians and prime ministers 
including Harold Macmillan – was full of happiness and free of conflict. 
Prince Rainier of Monaco, who married film star Grace Kelly, spent his 
summers in Scotland, as did his sister, Princess Antoinette. Much of her 
childhood was spent at Buchanan Castle on Loch Lomondside, seat of the 
Dukes of Montrose. She said: “We had great fun, and we would play tennis 
and ride. Prince Rainier and Princess Antoinette, who was known as Tiny, 
loved it, although she almost fell off the roof one day and could have been 
killed. They came every year as children – it was so different to what they 
were accustomed to. We had a boat and went out netting fish and lobster 
potting. We had to bathe in the sea, then we would be given hot milk and 
digestives, and a rub down, which hurt. Tiny was a month younger than me 
and she was my closest friend.” By the early 1900s, wealthy families would 
rent houses on Arran for the summer. The young Monaco royals travelled 
to Scotland in the 1920s and 1930s by train and made the journey to Arran 
by ferry. Lady Jean said: “Rainier and Antoinette were prince and princess, 
but to me they were friends. We had very happy times here. Antoinette, 
who was my closest friend until she died, would always say it was ‘so 
lovely’.” 
 
 



She added: “I was very fond of Princess Grace – she really was a dear. I 
visited them several times. She was the most adorable person. Film star 
nothing, princess nothing, as a person to me she was very nice. Really nice. 
But she never came to Arran. The nearest she got was picking up a cruise 
ship at Gourock.” 

As a debutante, Lady Jean ‘came out’ in 1939 when she was presented     
to King George VI, but much as she enjoyed balls and parties, she was  
desperate to join the war effort. Bouts of TB in childhood shattered her 
dreams of joining the Wrens and her mother insisted she help with volun-
teering work on Arran. Her father spoke to Lord Mountbatten and she was 
offered a job as a “temporary assistant” with the Foreign Office. The job 
was dull, the food was “indescribable” and the few men there were “awful 
types”, plus “you weren’t allowed out once you got there,” said Lady Jean, 
who made a point of escaping to London at weekends. She stayed at the 
Dorchester and danced on the roof as the bombs rained down on London. 
It was at the Government Code and Cypher School at Bletchley Park that 
Lady Jean joined the army of women who cracked the German code to 
save countless lives and shorten the war by at least two years. 
 
The 2014 film The Imitation Game centred on maths genius Alan Turing 
in cracking the Nazi’s Enigma Code at Bletchley Park. It starred Benedict 
Cumberbatch as Turing, who was prosecuted in 1952 for homosexual acts 
and posthumously pardoned in 2013. Keira Knightley played the feisty 
Joan Clarke, to whom Turing was briefly engaged. Lady Jean said it was 
unfair to Knightley as Clarke “looked like the back of a bus”. 
 
The job of the 8,000 women at Bletchley Park was to crack the intercepted 
coded signal messages, and most of them thought it exciting, but one who 
didn’t was Lady Jean. Her fascinating memoir, Feet on the Ground – From 
Castles to Catastrophe, reveals that this was “rather a dull chapter in an 
otherwise colourful life”. She explains: “It was excessively boring. It was 
not as glamourous as subsequent books and films have made it appear.” In 
contrast to the curmudgeonly character portrayed by Cumberbatch, Lady 
Jean found Turing to be a “very nice man, who should have had public 
recognition. He was a lovely man, an accessible man. Sweet, handsome, 
shabby, nail-bitten, sometimes halting in speech and awkward in manner.” 
Lady Jean was born in Edinburgh to James Graham, 6th Duke of Mont-
rose, and Mary Louise Douglas-Hamilton Forster. She married Colonel 
John Fforde in 1947 and became mother of Charles Fforde, by whom she 
is survived. She and Fforde divorced in 1957. Her siblings were James  
Angus Graham, 7th Duke of Montrose, Mary Helen Alma Boscawen and 
Lord Ronald Graham.                                                         BILL HEANEY 
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Richard Gooding OBE  

Died 25th May 2021 

“It is with huge sadness that I write this post. Our beloved  
Richard died recently after a lengthy and difficult illness.”    
(Richard’s widow Jacqui ’s heartfelt words.) 
 

Richard was born in Halesworth in 1947 and went to Leiston Grammar School before 
leaving at 18 for an apprenticeship at British European Airways on running an airport. 
After experience overseas with Servisair he was head-hunted to be the operations    
director at Manchester Airport before being appointed CEO at Luton Airport where 
he gave the fledgling EasyJet its first opportunity to start flights after it had 
been turned down by other airports. At London City Airport  he was instrumental 
in expanding the airport's terminal and upgrading the infrastructure, including 
ensuring that the airport was linked to the Docklands Light Railway, helping to 
grow passenger numbers from one million to three million by the end of his  
tenure. 
 

He was recognised for The Queen’s Award for Export, Technology and  
Environment in 1999 before being awarded an OBE for services to aviation         
in 2006. Richard doted on his three dogs, supported West Ham and was known for    
his great generosity.  Richard leaves a daughter, Elizabeth, and his long term 
partner, Jacqui, who he married last year.  She writes: 
 

“After Richard retired we moved to Suffolk to set up a holiday cottage business at 
Letheringham Mill..  Our vision was to create a place of relaxation and retreat for our 
guests and their dogs. It was particularly important to Richard that it was a place of few 
rules - where dogs could run free allowing their owners a worry free stay; a place that 
made the most of the beautiful countryside around us and one where our guests would 
return to again and again (like old friends). I think judging by the past few years of 
awards including the “Visit England Dog Friendly Business of the Year” award and           
wonderful comments from quests, we did it. Richard and I created something together 
that we were so very proud of. 
 

“And so life at Letheringham Mill goes on. We all feel terribly sad and we may seem  
quieter than usual (although I can’t vouch for our labradoodle Amber) but rest assured 
in Richard's name we'll continue to give our guests the best weekend or time away any 
dog friendly holiday cottage could offer. 

 

To this end and to build on Richard’s vision of the Suffolk countryside we have decided 
to design a new garden here in his memory.” 

Derek Balcombe 
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The Key to Heaven 
 

It was the anniversary of his mother’s death and a beautiful 
summer’s day. He decided to go to Badingham churchyard where her 
ashes were buried alongside his brother, her youngest son, who died      
as a boy.   On the way he stopped off to pick up a newspaper and at 
Callendars the florists to buy two stems. One for each. 
 

It took a while to find the grave as the graveyard was almost knee high 
with grass. Standing by the grave finally, I really should cut the grass     
back, he thought as he quietly meditated. God, whoever he may be,   
would expect that.  
 

His mobile rang. He hurriedly pulled it from his pocket. After a brief    
chat, he returned to his thoughts, laying the flowers on the grave before 
entering the church for deeper meditation. 
 

He picked up his Serengeti sunglasses to leave the church.  A lens had  
fallen out. It must have dropped when I pulled the mobile out of my   
pocket, he thought.  He retraced his steps. The search covered a large  
expanse of the graveyard in the long grass. It was a futile quest. Even on 
his hands and knees by the grave, there was no sign of the missing lens.   
Ah well, the  insurance will pay.  He went home to get on with the rest of 
the day. 
 

He parked the car by the back door. Where’s the house key?  he thought.  
He double-checked both pockets… in the car… under the seat… no house 
key. Then it dawned on him. The house key had fallen from his pocket in 
the graveyard  together with the missing lens when pulling his mobile out 
of his pocket.  God was sending a reminder: you really must cut the grass 
around the grave.  
 

He loaded the strimmer from the tool shed and drove back to the church.  
The grass was so long that it kept jamming the strimmer, but eventually 
the job was done. A wide sweep of grass leading to the grave was now 
cut. He got down on his hands and knees again, running his fingers 
through the cuttings and across the rough ground.   No key, no lens. But a 
tidy grave. Strangely, he didn’t feel at all cross about the missing lens and 
house key. It was as if it was meant to be.  
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‘No, no keys have been found here,’ the lady at Callendars the florists said, 
and it was the same at the newsagents where he had bought his Times.  
Finally, he walked over to the library for a word with the librarian but today, 
more importantly, his keyholder. She gave him her house keys and told him 
where she kept his hidden.  
 

Back at the house, he found the spare key from his keyholder wouldn’t turn. 
He tried again. That’s strange, she has used it before when the alarm has 
gone off. In frustration, he gave the door a push. It opened, just like that. 
The latch was fully open: no wonder the key wouldn’t turn further.  
 

His own house key lay on the kitchen table and stared back at him. A rueful 
smile lit his face. 
 

God, whoever he is, smiled back. 
 

Winter Rose 
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For more information on your  
local villages, visit the parish  

websites:- 
 

www.easton.onesuffolk.net 
www.brandeston.net 

www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk 
www.campseaashe.onesuffolk.net 

www.marlesford.com 
www.parham.onesuffolk.net 

Contact details of  
Councillors that serve 
Easton 
 

Parish Councillors: 
 

Chair :    
Sue Piggott 
T: 01728 746622  
(Highways/Cemetery/Burials) 
 

Fiona Siddall 
T:  07970 450245 
(Joint Play Area Officer & Vice 
Chair) 
 

Bob Gibbon 
T:  01728 746866 
(Emergency Officer) 
 

Maureen Birt 
T: 01728 747242 
(Joint Play Area Officer) 
 

Ian Palfreyman 
T:  07775 652820 
(Footpaths Officer) 
 

Derek Balcombe 
T: 01728 768215 

 

Gary Edwards 
T:  747970 
 

Clerk : 
Alison Bramall 
T: 07736 169780 

parishclerk@eastonpc.org.uk 
 

Suffolk County Councillor 
Elaine Bryce 
T: 07955 434440 
Elaine.bryce@suffolk.gov.uk 
 

East Suffolk Councillor 
Lydia Freeman 
Lydia.freeman@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 

 

Do you have something to put 
in the magazine? 

 
Contributions to the next Parish Magazine 
should arrive by the 20th of the month before, 
either by email or by handwritten piece, 
please.   

My email address is :- 
clareeowen@tiscali.co.uk  

or handwritten pieces to me at 5 Harriers Walk, 

Village Hall Bookings  
 

Contact Lorna Edwards 
Email lornaed@hotmail.com  

Telephone: 747970  

WEBSITE ADDRESS FOR  
VILLAGE HALL 

 

www.suffolkvillagehalls.co.uk  
… and search Easton 

EASTON PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
The Parish Council Website is where you 
will find all Parish Council documents and 
information.  The address is:  

http://easton.suffolk.cloud/ 
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ADVERTISING 

 







 
Five award winning,  

self-catering cottages on 
your doorstep.   

Sheer luxury AND dog 
friendly!  

 
Call Jacqui on 747186 

E:enquiries@letheringhamill.co.uk 
www.letheringhammill.co.uk 



 
 
 
 
 

 
DOMESTIC, AGRICULTURAL &  

COMMERCIAL INSTALLATION &  
MAINTENANCE EVENT LIGHTING &  

POWER 

T:  01728 684422 
M:  07976 638434 

E: info@aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk 
www.aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk 

BRIDGE HOUSE 
& JENNIFER BAKER CATERING 

 

Catering for parties in our  
16th Century farmhouse or 

at a location of your choice. 
 

BRIDGE HOUSE OFFERS BED 

AND BREAKFAST. 
OPEN ALL YEAR 
 

01728 685473 

EARL SOHAM 

www.bridgehouseuk.com 

    
 

GARDEN MACHINERY 
SALES • SERVICE • REPAIR 
 

FREE COLLECTION/DELIVERY SERVICE  
FOR EASTON, KETTLEBURGH & BRANDESTON 

 

6A MEADOW WORKS BUSINESS PARK. DEBENHAM 
T: 01728 860330  E: karen@bootsnblades.co.uk 

www.bootsnblades.co.uk  FB bootsnblades 

927927 

If you would like to  

advertise here please  

contact me on 745015 or 

email  

clareeowen@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:karen@bootsnblades.co.uk
http://www.bootsnblades.co.uk



