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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, EASTON 

 

Priest in Charge    :   Harry Edwards    Tel: 746747 
Assistant Priest    :   Robin Alderson   Tel: 688255 or 07790 242002  
        The Cloisters, Priory Road, Snape      
Churchwarden  :   Jane Woodbury-Eggins  Tel: 746667 
    Bickley, Harriers Walk 
Treasurer     :  Patrick Lowin    Tel: 723809 
    Brook Farmhouse, Framlingham    
Magazine Editor   : Clare Owen    Tel: 745015 

Dear Friends 
 

I recently escorted a number of ‘students’ from the University of the 3rd age around 
Hacheston Church.  They were an erudite and enthusiastic group of people. 
I thought that a visual aide – apart from the architecture of the Church – would be an  
informative way of sharing some of the history of Hacheston within the benefice.  I came up 
with the ‘lemon squeezer’ which resides in the safe in Parham Church.  This is a wooden  
object, about two feet long, inscribed with a number of messages and aspirations. 
The lemon squeezer is dated 1824. Parham and Hacheston had become a united benefice 
with a single vicar some 50 years earlier. (Pastoral reorganisation was taking place even then!) 
Some dispute between the two parishes – or perhaps between their respective churchward-
ens – prompted the creation of the lemon squeezer. 
On it is written on one side ‘The gift of the Vicar of Parham’ and the names of the  
Churchwardens of Hacheston, and on the other side ‘The gift of the Vicar of Hacheston’  
and the names of the Churchwardens of Parham.  Of course the Vicar of both parishes was 
one and the same person.  Inscribed on the bowl of the lemon squeezer are the following 
words: 
 

“May the acid be all in our Punch and none in our Composition. 
May the sugar, spirit, and water in the Bowl be emblems of sweet temper, good spirits, and 

sobriety in ourselves.” 
 

The idea of the Vicar was that the acid of the dispute between the two parishes be squeezed 
into a bowl of sweet punch and thereby lose its venom.  This precious object speaks of a real 
desire for peace and reconciliation to be the hallmarks of Christian congregations. 
 
With the prospect of a new Deanery plan to be put into effect, and with the likely joining  
together of our seven parishes into a new benefice, the lemon squeezer is a potent symbol. 
I am not aware of bitterness or dissention between us (!), but the idea of an annual communal 
sharing of a large bowl of punch together in a spirit of real friendship is something we might 
build into the church calendar! 
 
Have a wonderful August. 
 
With love and blessings,                                                                                Harry Edwards. Rector 
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Church Matters ……….. 
 

 

 

Discussion Group 
 

There will be no Discussion Group in August.  We start again on 
Wednesday 4

th
 September at 10.30 am at Bickley in Harriers Walk on 

the topic of Food: essential, gift or commodity? 
 
New members are welcome.  This is an informal discussion group 
which starts with a cup of tea or coffee. 
 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 

Harvest 
 
To avoid the clash with our Sunday Café, we have changed the date 
for our harvest celebrations to Sunday 22

nd
 September when we shall 

hold our celebration service and our traditional lunch.  More details in 
next month’s magazine. 
 

Jane Woodbury-Eggins 

 Flowers Cleaning 

3rd August Dot Blane Dot Blane 

10th August Dot Blane Dot Blane 

17th August Jane Pollock Imogen Hayward 

24th August Jane Pollock Imogen Hayward 

30th August Jane Woodbury-Eggins Jane Woodbury-Eggins 

7th Sept Jane Woodubry-Eggins Jane Woodbury-Eggins 

FLOWER AND CLEANING ROTA 
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH, EASTON 

is hosting 

Sunday 11th August 

Come and enjoy a cup of ‘proper’ coffee 
or tea with a croissant, homemade  

goodies or a soft drink, read the Sunday 
papers and have a chat 

Bacon rolls now on the menu! 
 Storytelling and craft activities to  

amuse the children 
Cyclists welcome 
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SPACE ACADEMY HOLIDAY 

CLUB 
 

August 12th, 13th and 14th 
at Charsfield Primary School 
(by kind permission of the Headmistress) 

 
 
The club is open to all primary age children, living or staying in the area.  It 
will be open at 9.30 am each day; the children will require a packed lunch; 
and Club will finish at 1.00 pm.  The cost per day will be £2.00 for the first 
member of the family and £1.00 for further members of the same family.   
 
There will be a special service on Sunday 18th August at Dallinghoo at 
10.00am in which the children from the Club will take part. 
 
Further information from the following: 
 

Mary Baker  01728 685807 
Jackie Clark 01728 723623 
Margaret Skeet 01473 737344 
Jo Reed  01728 685794 
Mary Vellacott 01728 685423 
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EASTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Highlights of the Parish Council Meeting on 9th July 2013 

 

County Councillor's Report 
County Cllr Bellfield reported that SCC had made considerable savings in the last financial 

year and needed to make more over the next 4 years. BT have offered to continue to provide 

'back office' services to SCC at a more favourable rate than under their current contract. SCC 

is increasing its Highways budget. All roads are inspected at least annually and any pot holes 

should be reported. There is a link in the village website to do this –  

www.easton.onesuffolk.net 

Police Report 
There have been 2 reported crimes in the village during May and June. Residents requesting 

further information about crimes in the area should contact the Safer Neighbourhood Team 

with the date the crime was reported and the nature of the crime. Five people have been 

caught regarding school break-ins though none have been charged (yet) with the burglary at 

Easton School. 

Clerk's Report 
Council are looking into purchasing bollards and a safety barrier to be placed along the edge 

of the road near the play area. There is now a dog bin on the 'green triangle' at the  

Letheringham turn. 

Planning Matters 
Council supported the planning application for 2 conservation roof lights to the west roof 

slope of Hare's Leap. 

Hopkins and Moore development 
Easton School, SCC and SCDC have agreed in principle to support the plan of 17 housing 

units and a car park to benefit the school. Council will write to Hopkins and Moore  

supporting the development in principle, to inform them that they need to reflect the  

residents’ views and may withdraw their support at a later stage, and to suggest some  

amendments that they think will make the proposed development more acceptable to  

Easton residents including drainage of the site, reducing the housing number to reduce any 

'overlooking' properties in School Lane, more information about the car park (parking space 

size, ease of access for buses and ownership of the car park) and greater details of the new 

road junction with The Street. 

Ash die back disease 
Council were sent an email warning of 'cowboys' who may inform residents that their  

trees have the disease and require felling which they are able to do for a fee. Residents are  

encouraged to report unsolicited callers of this nature to the police. 
 

If anyone wishes to see reports and correspondence referred to above please contact the Clerk. 
 

The next meeting of Parish Council will be on Tuesday 10th September at 7:15pm in the 

Village Hall. Prior to this the annual Parish Council Assets will be reviewed/risk assessed. 
 

If you wish to make any comments or ask any questions relating to Council matters, please 

contact the Clerk on 07789 538430 or pc@easton.suffolk.gov.uk. She works 4 hours a week 

during Monday – Thursday. 

http://www.easton.onesuffolk.net/
http://www.easton.onesuffolk.net/
mailto:pc@easton.suffolk.gov.uk


6 

HACHESTON SOLAR DEVELOPMENT PUBLIC INQUIRY  –   
LATEST  NEWS 

 

Site Visit by Barrister representing the No Hacheston Solar Group 
Richard Turney from Landmark Chambers recently spent a day in Hacheston familiarising himself with 
the Notcutts site and working on the next stage in the Public Inquiry procedure: preparation of the 
opposition group’s “Statement of Case”.  This document lays out the major points of concern as well as 
the national and local planning policies involved in their consideration by the Planning Inspector.  
These include: landscape and heritage impacts, rural economy and agricultural land use, noise, ecology 
and failure to assess alternative sites.  There are further stages to go through before the Inquiry is held.  
Advice from the barrister is essential to enable the No Hacheston Solar group to undertake these in the 
best possible way, in order to be able to secure a favourable outcome at the Public Inquiry.  
 

The Fighting Fund 
Thanks to the considerable support of local residents, the public donations we received covered the 
legal costs involved with preparation of our case and the two-day Inquiry.  However, since the Planning 
Inspectorate has extended the Inquiry to four days (which will benefit our case), we now have a 
shortfall in our funds.  We will be tackling this shortly and we ask you to please weigh the cost of the 
funds we are now having to raise against the threat of this and any future developments in our area.  
Any further donations would, therefore, be gratefully accepted.  If you feel you can contribute, 
please contact us at the email address below or telephone 01728-747541. 
 

Ministerial Statements and Westminster Debates 
In recent weeks, solar developments have been featured in the media.  There was a long debate in 
Westminster Hall on 11th July initiated by Dr Wollaston, a Devon MP who has been fighting against 
rural solar installations.  Climate Change Minister, Greg Barker, explained that new planning guidance 
would be issued to local councils to make sure that renewable energy “does not automatically override 
environmental protections and the planning concerns of local communities”.  He stated he had set up a 
taskforce to look at land use and the sustainable deployment of large scale solar PV, especially with 
regard to food security.  He also pointed out that if only 16% of suitable commercial and industrial 
rooftops were used for solar panels, this would be sufficient to meet his target of 20 GW of solar  
energy.   
 

The Secretary of State for Communities & Local Government, Eric Pickles, has been in the news about 
new planning guidance for siting on-shore wind turbines and the need to reinforce the role of local 
communities in influencing planning decisions.  It is hoped that this will be extended to solar  
developments. 
 

However, because of the timescale involved, it is highly unlikely that any new guidance policies will be 
in place before the Public Inquiry. The solar power industry will no doubt be embarking on their own 
lobbying in order to protect their commercial interests.  Therefore, we need to ensure that our  
objections to the Hacheston development are clearly heard by putting a strong case forward to the 
Public Inspector. 
 

The Public Inquiry     
The Inquiry will take place in Hacheston Village Hall.  It will start at 10 am on Wednesday, 25th  
September and last for four days (25, 26 & 27th September & 1st October).  It should prove to be a 
unique opportunity to see democracy in action on our very doorstep! We hope that as many residents 
as possible will come along at various times during these days to show their support. 
 

email: nohachestonsolar@hotmail.co.uk                                                                 Jill Temperton 

mailto:nohachestonsolar@hotmail.co.uk
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Suffolk Historic Churches Trust 

 

32nd Sponsored Bicycle Ride 

   Saturday 14th September 

9.00 am to 5.00 pm 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  
 

This national event started in Suffolk in 1982 when Judith Foord from  
Aldeburgh came up with the idea of a sponsored churches bike ride for  
Suffolk. The money raised would be shared equally between the Suffolk  
Historic Churches Trust and local churches, chosen by the riders. The ride  
in Suffolk is entirely run by volunteers.  
 

From the start Judith planned for the ride to become even bigger as, for  
cyclists living on the Suffolk border, it made sense for churches in adjoining 
counties to become involved too. The first year the Suffolk event raised £58,110 
and by 1988 it topped £100,000 for the first time and involved  
walkers and wheelchair riders too. In 2012 the total raised by the Bike Ride was 

over £150,000. 

Would you consider riding and being sponsored 

for this annual event? 

 

Or would you rather walk to a few churches  

instead? 

 

Perhaps sitting in our church, signing riders and 

walkers in for an hour is more your thing? 

 

Sponsorship forms are available in the church and 

from me — I can drop these off to you. 

 

Please call me on 747443 to register your interest 

one way or another! 

Christine Burgoyne 
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EASTON BELLES 
 

 

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT ……………….. 
 

What a fabulous evening we had at Joy and John’s garden with a 

delicious BBQ supper. 

 

Thanks to all who contributed to this event, with a special thank 

you to our hostess and our honorary male Belle, who kindly cooked 

the meats! 

 

There is no WI in August but full details of our meeting on  

Tuesday 24th September, when we are going to the Easton White 

Horse for a cookery demo, will be in the next issue. 

 

Janet Prentice 

COFFEE MORNING for CYSTIC FIBROSIS - 

Raising funds for research to find treatments for CF 
 

Amberleigh, Harriers Walk, Easton 

Saturday 17th August 

10am to 12.30pm 

Coffee / cakes / raffle 
 

Cystic fibrosis is an inherited disease caused by a faulty gene, affecting the 
lungs and digestive system. 

There is no cure for CF but many treatments are available to manage it and  
valuable research is being carried out by the CF Trust. 
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Neighbourhood Watch 
 

 
Early Notification - FREE Electric Blanket Testing in Suffolk 

A strange subject in the middle of a heat wave, I know, but … 

Have you had your electric blanket tested recently? Want to make sure 

the electric blanket you’re using is safe? Do you have a  

relative who uses an electric blanket during the winter period? 

Suffolk Trading Standards along with Suffolk Fire and Rescue  

Service Prevention Team are offering you the chance to have your electric 

blanket tested free of charge throughout September and October. 

 

The nearest testing locations and dates are as follows: 

 

Needham Market – 26 Sept 

Woodbridge – 3 Oct 

Ipswich – 4 Oct 

 

If you are unable to attend an appointment at one of the above testing 

locations, you can drop off and then collect your electric blanket at other 

locations - for more information click on the  

following link: 

http://suffolktradingstandards.wordpress.com/tag/electric-blanket/ 

 

Telephone Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service on 01473 260588 to book your 

appointment now! 

 

Suffolk Flood Risk Management Partnership 

This organisation consists of a number of bodies including the  

Environment Agency and County Council. They have distributed to Parish 

Councils a small booklet on protecting property and what to do in the 

event of flooding. We thought it would be useful if houses on the river 

side of The Street had them and will arrange delivery. If anyone else 

would like a copy please contact me on 746644. 

 

Security 

In this wonderful sunny weather we all spend a lot of time in our gardens. 

If you are in the back garden don’t forget to lock the front door and  

secure the windows. Likewise if you are in the front, lock and secure the 

back. Don’t give the opportunist thief easy pickings at your expense. 

John Owen 

http://suffolktradingstandards.wordpress.com/tag/electric-blanket/
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Village View 
 

 

 

 

Mobile Library  

Wednesday 7th August   

12.20—12.35 Village Hall 

 

 

Monday Mardle 

None for August 

 

Table Tennis 

Every Wednesday  

6.30 pm Village Hall 

£4 per session 

 

Zumba 

Every Thursday 

6.15 —7.15 pm Village Hall 

£5 per session 

 

Toddler Group 

Every Tuesday Village Hall 

9.45—11.45 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Easton Belles WI 

No meeting in August 

 

 

 

Mobile Police Station 

No visit due in August 

 

Youth Bus 

Tuesday 13th August 

6.30—8.30 pm Village Green 

 

 

Easton Pre-School 

Autumn term stars 4th Sept 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 

9.15-11.45 am and 12.30—3.00 pm 

(Lunch Clubs 11.45—12.30 pm) 

Thursdays 

9.15—11.45 am  

Gentle Intro to PS for 18+ months 

 

This is a new section of your parish magazine designed to give you up to 

date information about “what’s on” and where and when which doesn’t 

necessarily appear anywhere else in the magazine.  If there’s anything you’d 

like to add or that I’ve missed, just let me know.  Thanks to Easton Parish 

Council for the suggestion.  Ed.  PS: This takes the place of “Easton Events” 

on the inside back page. 
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You may have seen our thriving 'gardening and digging patch' to the side 

of the Village Hall lawned area, complete with tadpole pool and growing 

vegetables. We have already harvested an abundance of peas, our beans 

are late this year and we await an autumn crop of pumpkins unless the 

slugs and snails get to them first! Those and our beans are kindly being 

looked after over the summer by the Hall's new neighbours being one of 

our Pre-School families.  Thank you to the Hunts!   
 

Another academic year comes to a close with my personal thanks to my 

staff team -Sandy, Emma and Fiona - hard working volunteers, our com-

mittee members Simon, Jo, Paula, Karen, Kate, Esther, Nicola, Sarah, Flea 

and Tash, and for the continuing parent and carers’ support throughout!   
 

Friday 19th July was our last day of term and of course our annual event - 

Teddy Parachute and BBQ. I will let the parents/committee members take 

you through it!  
 

"I think everyone had a fantastic afternoon, children and adults alike - 

sunshine, food, gorgeous painted faces and in the main some really smiley 

happy little people ...... (before teddies getting stuck/not winning/

meltdown/tiredness kicked in). I am extremely happy to say that we have 

made a wonderful and very well deserved amount for our equally wonder-

ful little Pre-School. Fantastic result I think you will all agree, especially as 

there were so many less people than last year, or at least so it seemed! 

Well done for all your dedication and continued support today, we make a 

fantastic team! I would like to wish everyone a very happy and healthy 

summer holiday..... and a much deserved rest and relaxation to our staff 

team - Jackie, Sandy, Emma and Fiona, who do such a wonderful job with 

all of our little people!" 

 

"Hurrah - glad it was all worth it! A great team effort with a particular 

thank you to you Jo for all the hard work you put in as we think without 

your organisational skills, bbq etc it would not have been so success-

ful. Enjoy the summer everyone!” 

  
"Thank you everyone for pitching in and making it all work so well.  It was 

a very happy end to the year and many thanks to all those who cleared up 

afterwards too!  Thanks too to Jo for counting up the money and for 

emailing us straight away with the fab news.  What a great fundraising 

result.  I can see why it is such a successful annual event.” 

Easton Pre-School News 
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We are hoping that the soft toys that parachuted into the trees will finally 

drop to the ground and have wonderful tales to tell us of what they got 

up to up there! 
 

Even though they were all wonderful, the prize for the Best Decorated 

parachute went to 'Flower Bear'. Best Flyer went to 'Whiskers'. Nearest 

the Target was 'Mr Broccoli' and the new prize this year - Best Adult  

Engineered Design - went to 'Chocks Away' Bear! 
 

Many thanks to Robin Alderson for allowing our event to go ahead and 

doing the basket hauling and launching and to Jane Woodbury-Eggins for 

providing the long bamboo reaching some of the stranded teddies! 

 

With the success of our face painting at the May Fair and Teddy 

Parachute events you can see us doing this again; please come 

and support us at The Fun Festival at Easton Farm Park on Sat 

10th and Sun 11th August.  And in next month's issue we should 

hopefully know the date of our next Bags2School collection that a 

lot of you kindly donated to last time -thank you. We can arrange 

to pick up your bags for you. 

 

Our term restarts on Wednesday 4th September-if you would like to 

arrange a visit with your little one, please ring 01728 746935 or 

01394 461351 or email eastonpreschool@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Bring this article with you and get the first session free! 

 

Have a lovely summer, let the sunshine continue! 

Jackie Wall 

Easton Pre-School Leader 

Left:  A Robin’s eye 
view of the crowd 
from the top of the 
bell tower. 
 
 
 

Right:  Teddies and 
toys before  

launch! 

mailto:eastonpreschool@yahoo.co.uk
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The Victims 

Easton White Horse had an electric atmosphere on Thursday evening 25th 
July. Guests were welcomed up the red carpet by flaming torches and  
hellish music. The excitement was heightened by the streaming live footage 
of the chefs in the kitchen via TV screens positioned around the restaurant 
and the dramatic flower arrangements by Mary and Mark at Triangle  
Nursery. 
The chefs successfully catered 3 courses for 82 covers, the food continually 
came out to a high standard, the accomplishment of which the chefs can be 
very proud. 
The chefs reported for work at 9am and clocked out after service had  
finished. They were all relieved to have completed the challenge and  
received a lengthy applause from the guests and staff.  

Sam Ransome  

concentrated on  
Starters. He quickly 

adapted to the fast 
pace of the kitchen and 

the heat.  “Although I 

may think I can dabble 
in the kitchen, if I’m 

honest I have not got a 
clue. I’m hoping after 

this experience I be-
come a culinary genius” 

Mark Kenny concentrated 

on Mains during the event, 

juggling stone bass and 

Gressingham duck. He was 

calm and followed directions 

well in the kitchen. 

“Although a keen home 

cook, I have never been 

near a professional kitchen, 

so I was expecting ‘Hell’s 

Kitchen’ for sure!” 

Carol Rook,  

predominantly  
concentrating on 

Desserts, learnt how 
to manage juggling 

lemon meringue and 

walnut tarts. She 
quickly became  

accustomed to 
shouting ‘YES CHEF’ 

to every food order.   
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NEXT HELL’S KITCHEN : THURSDAY 10TH OCTOBER 2013 

HURRY—BOOKINGS LIMITED AND SELLING FAST! 

The Victims with Head Chef, Allister Catchpole 

“Action” shots by 

Ben Saunders 



SPORTING FIXTURES FOR AUGUST 
 

Easton Cricket Club 

 
 

Sat 3rd  1st XI  v Copford  Away 
   2nd  XI v Sudbourne  Home 

Sun 4th  Sunday XI v TBC   Away 

Mon 5th  CRICKET WEEK – Games every day 
Sun 10th   1st XI  v IES   Home 

  2nd XI v Tendring  Away 
Sat 11th   Sunday XI v Saxmundham Home 

  Ladies XI v Ipswich  Away 
Sat 17th   1st  XI  v Braintree  Away 

  2nd XI  v Woodbridge  Home 

Sun 18th  Sunday XI v Kesgrave  Home 
Sat 24th  1st XI  v Lakenheath  Home 

Sun 25th Sunday XI v Sudbourne  Away 
  Ladies XI v Woolpit  Away 

Sat 31st 1st XI  v Mildenhall  Away 

15 

BOWLS CLUB SPORTING  
FIXTURES FOR AUGUST 

 
 

Thu 1st v Waldringfield  Fynn League  Home 

Sun 4th  Kerr Cup Club Competition  2.30 start  Home 

Tue 6th v Wkm Market Triangle Friendly   Home 

Thu 8th v Grundisburgh  Friendly   Home 

Tue 13th  v Tunstall   Woodbridge League Away 

Fri 16th v Earl Soham  Friendly   Home 

Tue 20th v Waldringfield  Fynn League  Away 

Thu 22nd v Melton   Fynn League  Home 

Sun 25th  FYNN LEAGUE FINAL     Home 

Tue 27th v Wickham Market PF Friendly   Away 
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Saturday 10
th
 & Sunday 11

th
 August 

Suffolk Fun Festival 

 

Wednesday 21
st
 August 

Teddy Bear’s Picnic & Family Fun Day 

 

Sunday 25
th
 August 

Donkey Day  

 

Monday 26
th
 August 

Magic Monday 

 

Saturday 7
th
 September  

Horse & Pony Show 

 

Saturday 12
th
 October 

Suffolk Punch Foal Show 



 

Wellie Boots for August 
 

W ell, I really should know better than to complain about 
the English climate by now, shouldn’t I? No sooner did 
I mention last month about the lack of decent weather 

this year than we got hit by this immense July heatwave which we 
are still sizzling under as I write. Though whether you classify it as 
decent depends mainly upon your age, I think – to us oldies it can 
sometimes be just a little too much. No satisfying some people, is there?? 
  
Anyway, it certainly serves to concentrate attention on watering pots, urns and 
hanging baskets etc, which is about all we can think about at the moment and is a 
daily event.  And, unless you are lucky like me and have a pump-driven hose 
attached to a garden well, it’s a pricey business if your water happens to come via a 
meter. Meanwhile, most of our gardens and lawns are giving a pretty fair imitation 
of the Sahara Desert with rainfall to match and I’m not sure whether this is good 
news for our farmers or not.  I seem to remember being told many moons ago that 
although we need a fine summer to ripen the corn etc, we also need a fair amount 
of rain to plump up the grain to get an excellent harvest.  But what none of us want 
at the moment is for this brilliant spell to end with a series of horrendous thunder-
storms, battering our gardens and flattening crops before they can be harvested. 

  
Now the bird-nesting season is over it will be the time to  
consider the pruning of deciduous hedges, but remember to 
trim them a few centimetres more than you need.  This will 
prevent the hedge becoming wider and taller each year and 
avoid the necessity of more drastic renovation in future years. 

Meanwhile, if you’re considering laying a new lawn or replacing part of an old one, 
now is the time to start preparing the soil ready for turfing or sowing in September/
October.  To conquer perennial weeds a CAREFUL spraying with something such as 
Round-Up should do the trick beforehand.  Then ten days or so later dig over to a 
depth of about 9 inches, removing any roots and large stones and digging in com-
post or composted bark as you go. Rake over, then walk over the whole area to 
settle it and then lightly water. This will encourage weed seeds to germinate rapidly 
which can then be hoed off ready for next month.  Personally I would always prefer 
laying turf, although it is quite expensive and needs to be well watered.  But, needs 
must, and if you decide on planting seed then I’m quite sure the dawn chorus will be  
absolutely delighted. 

17 
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Now is still a very good time for softwood cuttings as I outlined last month, but also 
summer-flowering plants have exhausted their first flush and need pruning back 
for a possible “second bite of the cherry”. And because of this extremely hot spell, 
ericaceous plants such as camellias, azaleas and rhodies will also need extra  
watering and TLC as they are now setting their flower buds for next year.  Feeding 
with a liquid ericaceous feed will produce more and better flowers, and mulching 
with bark or similar will maintain soil moisture levels and protect the roots from 
damaging high temperatures. 
 
Those of you that explored Easton Hidden Gardens two 
months ago and saw our newly planted (two weeks be-
fore) rather bedraggled stream bed will be delighted to 
see its magnificent transformation, so why not try creating 
a new bed yourself?  Look for plants with a long flowering 
period with two or more seasons of interest with flowers, 
fruit, colourful stems and interesting foliage.  Choose plants with different foliage 
colours and shapes, and remember that while evergreens help bring structure and 
winter interest, they will still need livening up with deciduous plants.  We will now 
be using winter and spring bedding plants to increase the seasons of interest, as 
well as planting bulbs for extra splashes of colour.  Which reminds me, you must all 
have your spring bulb catalogues by now so why not lounge around outside in the 
shade and enjoy this beautiful weather, and whilst you cool off, plan that outstand-
ing spring resurrection. 
  

Now I do know enough about vegetable gardening to understand 
that now is the peak harvest time and that crops should be picked 
as soon as they are ready, otherwise they lose flavour and tender-
ness.  I remember when I was young the kitchen was a hive of  
activity as my mother busied herself with bottling, preserving, jam 
and chutney making etc, whilst today we have freezing to add to 

our armoury.  For example, if you have an excess of mint, grab a few handfuls, put 
in a freezer bag and freeze for a few hours. Remove, crush, then open, remove and 
discard the main stems. Re-seal, re-freeze and you’ll have enough mint to last you 
until the next crop in the spring.  Freezing is so easy-peasy that even Delilah  
couldn’t get it wrong, could she?  Wanna bet?  Last year she froze three kilos of 
strawberries and then wondered why they turned into mush.  They tell me it’s 
been strawberry sauce with everything at her house ever since, so you’ve been 
warned. 
  



A few people have said how much they appreciated my notes on a few worthwhile 
local events so this month, so if sailing is something to “float your boat”, how about 
Sudbury Regatta on 3rd or Ipswich Maritime Festival at the Waterfront,  Quayside 
and Docks during 24th to 26th.  Bury St. Edmunds has a Food and Wine Festival on 
25th/26th, whilst Helmingham Hall gives us Classic and Sports Cars on 4th.  Or why 
not shunt yourself into the sidings at St Felix School, Reydon for East Anglia’s largest 
model railway exhibition on 3rd/4th?  Red Cross Open Gardens at the Beeches, Wal-
sham the Willows, will also appeal to all garden lovers, especially Rosemary Verey 
connoisseurs.  Nearer to home, Woodbridge is staging a Charity Car Boot Sale and a 
separate Tea Pot Exhibition on 10th August.  Not forgetting FolkEast at Glemham 
Hall over the Bank Holiday.  Meanwhile log into Suffolk Tourist Guide for dozens 
more suggestions, many free.  There are also almost daily interesting events at 
Minsmere but I have to say, they have a weird sense of humour – their blurb tells 
me that the August Pond Dipping sessions will be cancelled if the water gets frozen.  
Or do they know something we don’t? 
  
But wherever you go dipping - pond, lake, river or sea - do take care. Countrywide, 
there are far too many accidental drownings around for my liking. 
  
Until next time, yet another reminder to keep that garden, pots, urns and hanging 
baskets well watered, they’re all very thirsty beasts at the moment. 
 
Happy watering! 
 

     Wellie Boots 
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EASTON 100 CLUB 
July Winner 

Michael Coney (No. 45) 
Winning £44 

Organised and run by the Village Hall Management Committee 
 Contact Dave Stagg on 746054 or visit www.elvillagehall.com/members-&-

numbers.html for the last few remaining numbers. 
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True or False? 
 
Apples, not caffeine, are more efficient at waking you up in the morning. 
 

Alfred Hitchcock did not have a belly button. 
 

People do not become sick from cold weather; it's from being indoors a lot 
more. 

 

When you sneeze, all bodily functions stop, even your heart! 
 

The average person over 50 will have spent 5 years queuing.  

 

The toothbrush was invented in 1498. 

 

The average housefly lives for one month. 

 

The average computer user blinks 7 times a minute. 

 

Your feet are bigger in the afternoon than any other time of day. 

 

Most of us have eaten a spider in our sleep. 

 

The real reason ostriches stick their head in the sand is to search for water. 

 

The only two animals that can see behind themselves without turning 
their heads are the rabbit and the parrot. 
 
 
Answer:  They’re all true!  Don’t like the one about the spider though.  Ed 
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An exciting new business 

venture in Easton! 

On 11th July, approximately 350 people joined Ali and Sian Kerr to celebrate 
the opening of Easton Grange.   Formerly Low Farm, it has been brilliantly  
renovated (see pictures opposite) to create a wonderful wedding and events 
venue situated in a picturesque location on the banks of the Deben.   
 

The initial restoration commenced in 1993 with the ancient timber framed 
barn that is now the reception barn.  John Kerr purchased the traditional dairy 
farm, farmhouse and adjoining bakehouse around 25 years ago.  The Suffolk 
Long House and bakehouse have now been converted to create luxury en-
suite accommodation for up to 16 guests.   
 

The special opening celebration was catered for by Galloping Gourmet, the  
on-site event management and catering specialists who served a delicious  
selection of canapes and champagne cocktails.  Easton Grange is now licensed 
to hold civil weddings and partnerships as well as corporate and private 
events.   
 

For further information contact Freya Dunthorne, Site Manager, Easton 
Grange 01728 745345 or enquiries@eastongrange.co.uk 

The grand  

opening 

mailto:enquires@eastongrange.co.uk
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From  this ……………. 

To this ……………. 

I am sure the whole village wishes the Easton Grange team every  

success in this new, exciting venture.  Ed. 
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The Suffolk Coastal Community Safety Partnership is putting 
on free activities for ages 8 and over in Woodbridge,  
Felixstowe, Leiston and Rendlesham for six weeks during the 
summer holidays. The sessions are run by Premier Sport, the 
UK's largest children's coaching company of its kind. 
Football, basketball, rounders, dodgeball, cricket and dance 
will be on offer: 
 

 Every Tuesday - 30th July to 3rd September 4.30 to 6.30pm 
 Newham Avenue, Woodbridge Langer Park, Felixstowe 

 Every Wednesday - 31st July to 4th September 4.30 to 
 6.30pm  Victory Road Recreation Ground, Leiston Jubilee 
 Park, Rendlesham 
 
No need to book, just turn up. For more information call 
01473 427010 

Suffolk Coastal 
Street Sport - 
free activities 
for ages 8 and 
over 
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LETHERINGHAM NOTES 

Theft from St Mary's 

 

By now you may have heard that one of our two monumental brasses was 

removed from the east wall of our Church in June. 

 

Thefts of this kind are becoming more common, and we are all very sad 

about it as not only have we lost an irreplaceable historic plaque, but  

keeping the church open has been important to us and much appreciated by 

visitors. 

on a lighter note...................... 

Riverside Party 

 

We wondered how many would have preferred to stay cool and watch 

Andy Murray's finest hour at home on TV, or make the effort (braving the 

hot summer sun and forgoing all other events on the same day) to come 

along to our Riverside Party.   

 

We needn't have worried.  To the gentle strains of Bristol Fashion  

(5* musicians from Monewden), friends and visitors alike strolled through  

six open gardens, rowed up and down the river and enjoyed an enticing  

selection of homemade cakes with their tea. 

 

It was just perfect, and we wish to say a big 'thank you' to ALL who  

contributed to the success of this special occasion,  helping us to raise over 

£900.   A great total to boost our Church Heating Fund. 

 

Marion Brown 
 

THERE WILL BE NO MARDLE IN 

AUGUST.  A PROGRAMME FOR THE  

REMAINDER OF THE YEAR IS  

UNDER CONSIDERATION. 
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COME TO A DRAWING/PAINTING DAY ! 

 
at Letheringham Church  

on Saturday 7th September 
with artist Lucinda Rogers  

(who illustrated the cover of The Undelivered 
Mardle) 

 
 
Lucinda specialises in drawing on location and will give advice and ideas about your 
painting and drawing.   The church and surrounding buildings will provide the  
subject matter.    
 
The cost will be £25 for the day – from 10 to 4 o’clock – and will include a picnic 
lunch. 
 
Lucinda is giving her services free and your fee will go to Letheringham Church.   See 
her website:  www.lucindarogers.co.uk. 

Kettleburgh Flower and  
Produce Show – 7

th
 September  

 

Each year in September Kettleburgh holds a 
show which is open to all regardless of  
where they live.  We are keen to attract new 
competitors (it’s all very friendly and great fun) 

so if you’d like to take part please contact me and I’ll supply a 
schedule and advice if you need it.   
 
There are classes for fruit, flowers, vegetables, cookery and 
more.  If you grow the best roses or largest marrow or bake 
the best cakes or chutney, now’s your chance to earn yourself 
a red card or two.  If we can’t persuade you to compete then 
please come along at 2.30 pm on the day to view the exhibits. 
 
Claire Norman 01728 724372 or auntclaire@btinternet.com 

http://www.lucindarogers.co.uk/
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For more information on your  
local villages, visit the parish  

websites:- 
 

www.easton.onesuffolk.net 
www.brandeston.net 

www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk 

Contact Details of 

Councillors that 

serve Easton 
 

Parish Councillors: 
 

Chair : John Owen 
Tel: 01728 746644 
(Also SCDC Representative) 
 

Vice Chair : Bob Gibbon 
Tel: 01728 746866 
(Also Playground Officer) 
 

Tony Smith 
Tel:  01728 746658 
(Also Emergency Officer) 
 

Brian Boon 
Tel:  01728 745057 
(Also Public Footpath Officer) 
 

Michael Coney 
Tel:  01728 746181  
(Also Tree Officer) 
 

John Kerr 
Tel: 01728 746517 
 

Jenny McEvoy 
Tel:  01728 747366 
 

Clerk : 
Esther Brown 
07789 538430 
(Also Responsible Finance Officer) 
 

Suffolk County Councillor 
Peter Bellfield 
Tel: 01473 735259 
Fax: 01473 735859 
 

Suffolk Coastal District  
Councillor 
Bob Snell 
Tel: 01728 685877 
 

A copy of the latest signed 
minutes of the Parish Council can 
be read on the back of the village 
noticeboard. 

Do you have something to put 

in the magazine? 

 

Contributions to the next Parish Magazine 
should arrive by the 20th of the month before, 
either by email or by handwritten piece, 
please.   

My email address is :- 

clareeowen@aol.com  

Village Hall Bookings  
 

Contact Jenny McEvoy by email 
jenny.unicus@btinternet.com 

http://www.brandeston.net
http://www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk


Jeff Redgrave 
Fencing, garden and woodland 

management 
 

Deer & rabbit proof fencing   
Livestock & horse fencing   

Picket, closeboard  
All types of gates   

Tree and hedge planting  
Garden and estate maintenance   
Weed control - Pond clearance 

Fully insured & NPTC certificated 
References available - 25 years’ experience 

01728 748067 or 07880 733689 

Bespoke Travel Agency 
 

long haul - safaris - honeymoons - luxury -

city breaks -  family holidays - villas -

groups  & more 
 

Contact Julie 01728 748209 

jules@travelwithjules.co.uk 

www.travelwithjules.co.uk 
 

ABTA & ATOL protection 

or 

NEAL’S GARDENING SERVICE 
 

Grass cutting 
Weed clearance 
Patio cleaning 

Planting 
Strimming 
Plant care 

 
For all garden maintenance 

call Neal on 

07856 399576 

Reuben’s 
LANDSCAPE DESIGNS 

of Little Glemham 

 

Complete Garden  

Makeovers! 
 

Tel:  01728 745035 
Mob:  07957 657967 


