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FLOWER AND CLEANING ROTA
Flowers

Cleaning

6th April

Lent—No Flowers

Jane Woodbury-Eggins

13th April

Lent—No Flowers

Jane Woodbury-Eggins

20th April

Mary Willson

Jayne Gibson

27th April

Mary Willson

Jayne Gibson
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From Revd Graham Hedger

The story goes that in 1815 the nation waited anxiously for news of
the outcome of the Battle of Waterloo. Across the south of England
a series of towers had been erected for the new semaphore system.
Eventually the message was relayed. ‘Wellington defeated...’ then the
mist descended. Hearts sank. Eventually the mist cleared and the
full message was seen. ‘Wellington defeated Napoleon’.
Easter must have seemed like that to the early disciples. They had
seen the joyous crowds on Palm Sunday and seen the events of what
we call Holy Week, with encounters in the Temple and a special time
together as they celebrated the Passover. During the meal Jesus had
reminded them of what he had told them on many occasions—that
he would die but that it was not the end.
But the weight of grief affected their ability to recall his words. They
saw the mist and thought it was all over. So, imagine their surprise,
confusion and delight when they encountered Jesus on Easter Day.
At first, they didn’t recognise him, perhaps that was their grief, or
perhaps Jesus’ risen body was different. But they soon became
convinced that he was alive and were wiling to take that message
throughout the world, risking danger and even facing death to tell
people that Jesus had conquered death.
It was three days that changed the world. Through his death and
resurrection, the relationship between God and humankind was
restored. The power of death was broken and those who have
entrusted their lives to God find that even now they are beginning
to enjoy a deep relationship with God, a foretaste of what is to come.
I hope that you will join with others throughout Holy Week as we
remember the journey of Jesus from Palm Sunday to Good Friday and
then on to the day of resurrection.
I wish you all a happy Easter.

Graham
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Church Matters ………..
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
Our annual meeting will take place on Tuesday 2nd April in the
Village Hall at 7.30 pm. Do come and hear the review of the year
and the church's activities.

Benefice Services
There will not be a benefice communion service at the beginning of
this month in order to allow for the Easter week services and Palm
Sunday.
Palm Sunday: This Sunday will see a pilgrimage from all parts of
the benefice ending in Hacheston Village Hall for coffee at 11 am
and then in the church for communion. The pilgrimage starts from
Brandeston at 9.30 am and then Kettleburgh, before getting to
Easton church at around 10.35 am for a hymn and some prayers.
See page 5 for more details.
On the Sunday after Easter (28th) there will be a benefice service
at Parham at 10 am.
The usual first Sunday benefice service on 5th May will be at
Kettleburgh at 10 am.

Easter Services and events
Student Cross: On Monday of Easter week (15th) the Student
Cross will visit Easton Church at about 2.30 pm when we shall give
the pilgrims carrying the full sized cross some refreshments and
have a short time of prayer.
There will be Compline on 15th, 16th, 17th and 20th April at 6 pm
in Kettleburgh, Parham, Marlesford and Hacheston churches
respectively.
Maundy Thursday (18th): There is a service for this special
evening at Campsea Ashe at 7 pm.
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Good Friday (19th): A meditative service will take place at
Easton at 2pm led by Revd Graham Hedger.
Easter Day: The communion service will be at 11 am at Easton
taken by Revd Deirdre Parmenter.

Discussion Group
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 3rd April when we
shall be looking at the topic of friendship and friends in the Bible.
We shall be meeting at Almond Tree Cottage. The meeting will
start with coffee/tea at 10.30 am. New members are always
welcome.

Dates for your Diary

May Fair
Come and join in this very special Easton event on Bank Holiday
Saturday, 4th May, on the village green! It runs from 2 until 4 pm
with music, the May Queen and lots of stalls, as well as delicious
teas. (See page 8 for more details and the flyer, which will be
hand delivered separately, for ways you can help.)
Hidden Gardens
This biennial church fundraising event will be held on Sunday
7th July from 11 am to 5 pm. Please see page 9 for more
information.
Jane Woodbury-Eggins

John Newson
It is with great sadness that we have to report the death of
John Newson after several months’ illness. He was very much
part of village life, known by most people, and will be sorely
missed.
We send our love and sympathies to Joy and the family.

JW-E

As John was our Bell Tower Captain, the local ringers plan to
ring a Quarter Peal on 2nd April at 6.30 pm in his memory.
Christopher McArthur
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Palm Sunday

Palms, donkeys, movement and noise are all things we associate with Palm
Sunday. It is a very special day in the Christian Calendar. Many churches
have processions involving donkeys and the singing of well-known hymns.
This year as a mark of our continuing to grow together as a benefice, and
to remind us that we are a pilgrim people we are going to celebrate Palm
Sunday on the move. We will celebrate Holy Communion as a group of
churches but we will be holding a different part of the service in each
church.
Starting simultaneously at Brandeston and Campsea Ashe, pilgrims will move
to other churches, culminating at Hacheston Village Hall for refreshments
before all processing into Hacheston Church for the final part of the service.
I hope that many people will want to start at the beginning, some might
want to join in at their parish church and then journey on. Please share cars
and offer lifts to people. We can always get you back to where you started.
The provisional timings are:-

9.30

Campsea Ashe

Brandeston

9.30

10.05

Marlesford

Kettleburgh

10.00

10.40

Parham

Easton

Hacheston VH
Refreshments
Hacheston
Church Service

Hacheston VH
refreshments
Hacheston
Church Service

11.00
11.30

10.35
11.00
11.30

A special Benefice Pilgrims’ Prayer has been written by Mary Baker and Jackie Clarke and this will be given to people, along with palm crosses, at the
church where they join the pilgrimage. This promises to be a special occasion in the life of our seven churches as we continue to grow together.
Graham
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH

Sunday Cafe
We regret there will be
no Café in April as it
will clash with Easter.
Why not join us at
church for our Easter
service - we will have
tea/coffee and Easter
goodies!

6

It’s ….

C O S MI C !
Now you see it..............Now you don't ?
COSMIC has lots to think about this April.
How did Jesus manage to come back from the dead? What did his
Disciples think about it all? Think of all the incredible work Jesus
managed to accomplish?
Do you need to see to believe?
We will be plaiting wool, with each strand of wool representing
peace, hope and confidence. We will also be getting sticky making
and decorating Dove cards to send out messages of peace to the
world as we chat about how Jesus helps us to believe in God, the
Holy Spirit and all the incredible things in the world.
We'd love to see some new faces visit us at 11am on Sunday
28th April at All Saint's Church Easton.
There's a guaranteed cup of squash and a biscuit at the end of the
service too!!

Emma Gibbon T: 746866
COSMIC = Children on
Sunday Morning in Church
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FAIR
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Saturday 4th May
2 till 4 pm
Village Green
Crowning of the May Queen 2.30 pm
Ipswich Community Wind Band
Rabble Chorus
Cream Teas from the WI
Ice Creams
Lots of stalls: Plants, Delicious Homebakes, Toys,
Books, Bric-a-Brac, Hook the Duck, Coconut Shy,
Human Fruit Machine, Kids’ Tattoo Parlour,
Splat the Rat, Guess the Weight of the Cake,
Tombola, Grand Draw, Bran Tub

In aid of All Saints Church
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HIDDEN GARDENS OF
EASTON
Advance Notice

SUNDAY 7th JULY 2019
11.00 am — 5.00 pm
Would you be prepared to share
your garden with members of
the public?
If you’ve opened your garden in the past or
would like to join in for the first time, we would
love to hear from you. It’s a fun and relaxed
day and people just love to look at other folks’
gardens.
For further information or to book your garden
please contact Carol Rook on 746162 or email
carolrook2012@gmail.com.
9
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Please note the tight deadline
date for nominations of both
Parish Councillors and
District Councillors of
Wednesday 3 April.
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EASTON & LETHERINGHAM
VILLAGE HALL
Thank you to all those who joined us for the Spring Quiz on Saturday
9th March. It was great to see so many of you there, testing your
knowledge of flags and bridges as well as many other European
challenges set by our Quizmaster Ian, ably assisted by Myles and
Anna. It was a well-fought competition with the winning team ‘Far
Call’ taking the prize.
Special thanks to Lorna who cooked the chilli before heading off
on holiday - such dedication! Many thanks also go to David, Jean,
Christine, Margie, Mary and Guy for everything from ticket sales
through to the washing up. Such events can only run with the
generosity of committee members and residents who give their time.
We raised a total of £575.39 which goes towards our contribution to
the grant for the replacement flat roof, scheduled to be installed in
the next couple of months.
We hope to run another Quiz later in the year. Watch this space for
details.
Jenny McEvoy
VHMC

COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH
We are pleased to announce that Ken Atkinson is now leading
the Speedwatch team and urgently needs more volunteers.
With the increase in traffic through the village, the speed of some vehicles,
and the need for safety before someone is seriously injured or worse, this is
such an important role. Call 01728 747922 if you wish to know more or
think you can help.
Some advice for drivers :
Do not put your home address into your Sat Nav and save it! If your vehicle
is stolen, the thieves can drive to your home, gain entry if they have the
house keys on the same fob as your car keys and steal whatever.
Jackie Atkinson
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PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION
Can you do better than this?

Have you got some photos you are really proud of showing Easton
in the winter, or some special ones of Easton at Christmas? If so,
why not enter our competition.
The competition will be judged by Rev Graham Hedger and
one other person. Two or three will be chosen to be made into
Christmas Cards which will be sold at the Christmas Fayre.
Proceeds from the sales will go to All Saints church.
If you are interested, please deliver a printed copy of your pictures
into the post box of Jane Pollock, Almond Tree Cottage, The
Street. Please write on the back the title of your picture, your
name and telephone number. If you are one of the winners we will
contact you and, if your photos are digital, we will ask for a copy by
email.
Closing date: 31st May - this gives us time to sort them and get
them printed in good time.
Looking forward to seeing your gorgeous pictures.
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Village People
Lesley Churchman
How long have you lived in Easton?
Nineteen years
Why did you move here?
We moved to Suffolk from Dorset because of my husband’s job.
What’s your favourite thing about living here?
The people. They were so supportive of me when I was ill a few
years back, for which I will always be grateful.
What’s your least favourite thing about living here?
Probably the lack of public transport or a village shop.
What’s the most interesting job you’ve ever had and why?
Probably my current job at Hamish Johnston [cheese
purveyors]. I had always worked in pubs or hotels before so this
is a bit different.
Have you ever lived in another country?
No
Your favourite book ever is …
Roald Dahl’s ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’. It was mine
and my boys’ favourite.
Your favourite place in the UK (other than Easton!) is …
Bristol, it was where we first lived after we got married and we
had both our boys there.
The best day of your life was …
Too many to mention.

15

Easton Belles WI
This month we meet on Tuesday 23rd April in Easton Village Hall at
7.30 pm to participate in a workshop demonstrated by Magdelaine
Snowden on how to make felt flowers.
New members are always very welcome with no charge for their
first visit. So why not come along either on your own or bring a
friend to see for yourself what a friendly and fun group we are.

Enquiries to: Sylvia Mothersole - 747458

BOWLS
Would you like to have a go at lawn green
bowls? If so, join us at the bowls green (at
the top of Cemetery Lane) at 2.00 pm on
Sunday 14th April.
This is the first day that the green opens for the season and is an
ideal opportunity to meet people and have a try at the game. It
really is a fun game to play and requires more skill than you think,
but is quite easy to learn. We are a friendly group of people from
Easton and surrounding villages and are always pleased to
welcome newcomers.
If you prefer to watch, then below are the home fixtures for April.
Sun
Tue
Tue
Tue

14
16
23
30

Green Opens
Friendly
Woodbridge League
Woodbridge League

v
v
v

2.00 pm
Bealings 6.30 pm
Leiston 6.45 pm
Laxfield 6.45 pm

Come and join us, we would love to see you!
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Easton Bowls Club

DR STEPHEN BELL 1932—2019
I was amazed and humbled by the number of friends, relatives and
neighbours who came to Steve’s farewell service at All Saints Church
on 6th March. Thank you so much.
I also wish to thank all of you for the great number of cards, letters and telephone
calls of love, best wishes and support, including your many personal memories of
Steve.
We have both been very fortunate in knowing so many wonderful people.
Thank you again most sincerely.
Barbara Bell

Steve was an only child, born to devoted parents in 1932. They lived in Barrowin-Furness. His early life was rather idyllic. There was a large family of close
relatives, and a holiday home close by on Walney Island where the family would
gather at weekends and for summer holidays.
In 1939 the war started and life in Barrow changed. The shipyard where the warships were being built was a major target for the German bombers. The houses
of this close-knit family were successively destroyed by the bombing so the family
became itinerant, moving in with one aunt, then another, until in Steve’s words
“we ran out of houses to live in”. Extraordinarily, this extended family, now
numbering twelve homeless people, passed round the hat to enable them to buy
a small cottage in the Lake District—a ramshackle house with two bedrooms and
a barn in Broughton.
Although the enforced break from formal education was short-lived, when Steve
started at Grammar School he struggled and quickly recognised he had much
catching up to do. He became bookish, widely read, and over his life picked up
knowledge that included Cicero, the works of Churchill and became so fluent in
French he preferred Maigret in the original, rather than the translation! A true
polymath!
After university in Sheffield studying Chemistry, Steve began a career with the
MOD in Waltham Abbey where he was required to become an inventor, starting
with a recoil-less gun. In 1966 he went to Washington DC at the British Embassy
and was there for three years developing programmes designed to helped the US
win the Vietnamese War. He was dedicated and passionate about the defence of
the West and the threat from communism.
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Steve and Barbara moved to Easton in the early 1980s and helped by their
gardener, Fred Summers, joined in village life. House parties, often held at
the height of the summer, filled the rooms with laughter and chat. These
might occasionally be late affairs with the neighbours using the pool at
midnight!
He became involved in the Bowls Club and was at one time Vice President.
He was also a keen sailor. At one time he edited the village parish magazine.
This was a good period of life for them with a honeymoon in Brazil followed
by luxury holidays to South Africa, New Orleans and to Canada visiting
Barbara’s family, as well as sailing adventures aboard his yacht, Deben Glen.
They enjoyed opera, making frequent visits to Glyndebourne, Sadlers Wells
and Covent Garden.
His son, Simon, characterises Steve’s life as one of periods of happiness and
challenges, one of which was when in June 2010 the thatch on the eastern
section of The Old Kennels caught fire and half of the house was lost. He lost
many treasured belongings, including 3500 books and his prized collection
of 78rpm records. Yet, despite illness and such set backs, he pressed on,
determined to make the best of things. A true stoic.
What emerges from this story is a man of remarkable fortitude; an intelligent
man who read widely, developed himself intellectually through personal
effort; a man who enjoyed life, had good friends, battled through many harsh
challenges and who was, above all, a great conversationalist. A long standing
friend of the family once described him simply as “an all round good bloke”.
(Edited and abridged from the eulogy read by his son Simon Bell at Steve’s
farewell service.)
We send our love and sympathy to Barbara, Simon, Sue as well as the grandchildren and step families of Carolyn and Julia.
Ed
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Easton Scam
A number of people have reported unsolicited phone calls saying
that either their phone line or broadband was to be terminated later
in the day unless they spoke to their technical department by
pressing 1 on the phone pad. This is a scam.
The calls are pre-recorded and usually with a foreign accent,
although one version is in well-spoken English. In some cases
people have received up to four calls on the same day.
It is possible to block unwanted calls depending on your telephone
provider. To discuss this, or if you have any concerns, contact your
provider using the telephone number on a bill.
------------------The TV licensing scam is going round again. Emails are sent
regarding refunds and payments. They use headlines such as
“correct your licensing information”, “billing information updates”
and “renew now” to trick people into following a link within the email.
This is sometimes followed up by a phone call by the fraudster
claiming to be from the bank and persuading people to move money
into a “safe” account. The money is never seen again. In December
alone, 200 people nationally fell for this, losing £230,000.
John Owen
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The Story of a Mission : Part 8
We are indebted to Malcolm MacNicol for this fascinating
insight to a 2nd World War bombing mission from Parham. B17 Flying Fortress

“At last the European coast appeared below and the long eye-aching hours of
watchfulness were nearly over. We started letting down over the English Channel
and as the English coast came in sight we were below oxygen altitude. Off came the
oxygen masks and out came a long awaited cigarette. In another half-hour we were
circling the airfield over Parham and peeling off to set down again on good solid
ground. Our ground crews were waiting for us as we pulled into our hard standing,
eager to hear our stories. There was much laughing, cigarettes and loud talk, then off
to interrogation, where a shot of hot whisky, coffee and doughnuts awaited us, served
by pretty Red Cross girls. How the Interrogation Officers ever got anything intelligible
out of the excited babble of all the boys talking at once, coffee cups in hand, mouths
full of doughnuts, I’ll never know. Then dead weary but relaxed, off to a hot meal, a
hotter shower, maybe a letter home, still living in the present and immediate future,
came blessed sleep. The sun was low in the afternoon sky as the thirty odd B-17s
which had carried us over the target and back seemed already to be sleeping,
oblivious to the ground crews swarming over them. Once again, they had performed
the task for which they were built, and now, as long shadows crept along the ground,
they rested quietly, as though storing up new energy for a repetition of the task
tomorrow.”
Epitaph
The empty hard standings at Parham that evening, vainly waiting for their aircraft to
come home, bore silent witness to the five planes and their crews the 390th Bombardment Group lost on the Magdeburg raid. The following day (29 May) they attacked
aircraft factories at Leipzig, losing another two Fortresses. Staff Sergeant Robert
Mygatt, the author of this story, survived the war.
From records kept by Staff Sergeant Robert Mygatt, a mid-upper gunner in a
B17F Flying Fortess, flying daylight bombing missions from Parham deep into
Germany between 1943 and 1945. If you have missed the previous chapters
and want to know what went before, please contact me and I will send them on
to you. Ed
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Easton Ramblers Cricket Club
With grateful thanks to the assistance of Ben Reiss, The National
Trust for Scotland, I am able to publish in our Parish Magazine some
wonderful historical photographs of our Cricket Club.
These photographs have not been on public display before. They
are reproduced under specific Copyright permission and were all
taken by the Marchioness of Graham, Lady Mary Douglas-Hamilton
in 1912/1913.
The Cricket Club was started by her husband, The Marquess of
Graham, who provided the ground, the amazing clubhouse and
other facilities. It was located in Kettleburgh Road near the corner
with Framlingham Road One photograph shows the round house
lying between it and Framlingham Road. To do the photographs
justice, I will produce them over a series.

Photograph by Lady Mary Douglas-Hamilton
©National Trust for Scotland, Brodick Castle
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Brian Boon

The 1882 Auction of the 10th Duke of Hamilton’s
Art Collection—The Final 8 Days
The final eight days raised a total of £150,490 (£17,783,435 today).
The combined total of the whole 1882 Art Auction amounted to
£397,562 (a staggering £46,979,986 today, based on the Bank of
England Historical Inflation calculator).
Thirteen years later, on the death of the 12th Duke, despite owning
properties and estates in various parts of the country, he left debts of
£1million.to Alfred Douglas-Hamilton, the 13th Duke, a Lieutenant in the
Navy. Alfred also inherited Hamilton Palace and its estates.
It was not therefore surprising that the Sale of the Easton Estate under
the 12th Duke’s will was used to help defray that burden. The Duke’s
luxury 186ft iron steam yacht, Thistle, was also sold to help defray the
debts. His yacht was bought by H.I.M. Ex-Empress Eugénie of France,
Napoleon III’s wife.
Brian Boon
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Village View in April
Annual Church Meeting
Tuesday 2nd April
7.30 pm Village Hall

Strength and Balance Class
Mondays (not 8th or 22nd)
2—3 pm
Village Hall

Mobile Library
Wednesday 10th April
12.25—12.45 pm
Easton Farm Park

Yoga Flow with Kat Hesse
Tuesdays
9.30—10.45 am
Village Hall

No Sunday Café
(Easter Sunday)

Pilates
Every Wednesday
9.15 am (advanced)
10.15 am (mixed ability)
Village Hall

Easton Belles WI
Tuesday 23rd April
7.30 pm Village Hall

Table Tennis
Every Wednesday
6.30 pm Village Hall
£5 per session

Easton Pre-School
The Hamilton Room at
Easton Farm Park
Mon 8am-4pm
Tues Closed
Weds 8am-4pm
Thurs 8am-4pm
Fri 8am-4pm
Call 746935 for info.

Rabble Chorus Community Choir
Thursday evenings
8—9.30 pm
Village Hall
First session free!
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Contact details of
Councillors that serve
Easton

Do you have something to put
in the magazine?
Contributions to the next Parish Magazine
should arrive by the 20th of the month before,
either by email or by handwritten piece,
please.
My email address is :clareeowen@tiscali.co.uk
or handwritten pieces to me at 5 Harriers Walk,

Parish Councillors:
Chair :
Sue Piggott
T: 01728 746622
(Also Highways Officer)
Vice Chair :
Adrian Hollins
T: 01728 746053
(Also Pathways Officer)

Village Hall Bookings
Contact Lorna Edwards
Email lornaed@hotmail.com
Telephone: 747970

Fiona Siddall
T: 07970 450245
(Joint Play Area Officer)

WEBSITE ADDRESS FOR
VILLAGE HALL

Bob Gibbon
T: 01728 746866
(Joint Play Area Officer)
Carolyn Godfrey-Hollins
01728 746053

T:

Jenny Armfield
E: jennifer.armfield@gmail.com
One vacancy on PC.
Clerk :
Vacant
Suffolk County Councillor
Robin Vickery
T: 07545 423827
E: robin.vickery@suffolk.gov.uk
Suffolk Coastal District
Councillor
Carol Poulter
T: 07833 441349

www.suffolkvillagehalls.co.uk
… and search Easton
EASTON PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE
The Parish Council Website is where you
will find all Parish Council documents and
information. The address is:
http://easton.suffolk.cloud/

For more information on your
local villages, visit the parish
websites:www.easton.onesuffolk.net
www.brandeston.net
www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk
www.campseaashe.onesuffolk.net
www.marlesford.com
www.parham.onesuffolk.net
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ADVERTISING

Five award winning,
self-catering cottages on
your doorstep.
Sheer luxury AND dog
friendly!
Call Jacqui on 747186

E:enquiries@letheringhamill.co.uk

927927

Do you like to travel?
Would you like your own personal
‘concierge’ to make your holiday
arrangements for you and deliver
your travel documents to your door?

DOMESTIC, AGRICULTURAL &
COMMERCIAL INSTALLATION &
MAINTENANCE EVENT LIGHTING &
POWER

Travel With Jules is a fully bonded
Independent Travel Agency,
based in Easton. Shop
local! Contact Julie on
748209 or email
jules@travelwithjules.co.uk
www.travelwithjules.co.uk

T: 01728 684422
M: 07976 638434

E: info@aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk
www.aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk

Semi-Retired Decorator
Seeks Local Work
Professional work, not prices




or

Over 30 years’ experience
Interior works only
Small jobs welcomed
Assuring you of a good service
For a free estimate contact
Patrick Tobin

T: 01728 745054 M: 07789 964390

BRIDGE HOUSE
& JENNIFER BAKER CATERING

Catering for parties in our
16th Century farmhouse or
at a location of your choice.
BRIDGE HOUSE OFFERS BED
AND BREAKFAST.
OPEN ALL YEAR
01728 685473
EARL SOHAM
www.bridgehouseuk.com

GARDEN MACHINERY
SALES • SERVICE • REPAIR
INC CHAINSAWS, STRIMMERS, BRUSHCUTTERS,
HEDGETRIMMERS, BLOWERS ETC
FREE COLLECTION/DELIVERY SERVICE
FOR EASTON, KETTLEBURGH & BRANDESTON.
6A MEADOW WORKS BUSINESS PARK. DEBENHAM
T: 01728 860330 E: karen@bootsnblades.co.uk
www.bootsnblades.co.uk FB bootsnblades

