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From The Reverend Graham Hedger
Light is an important theme for the Christian Church. Jesus is described as ‘the light of
the world’ and throughout the year we make use of the symbolism to enhance our
worship. Throughout Advent (the season of preparation before Christmas) we light a
candle for each Sunday as we step closer to the festival. In the Diocesan Office we
have been reversing the process for Lent, using a service of ‘Diminishing Light’. We
started with seven candles alight and each week we extinguish one as we mark a week
closer to Easter. If we were in the office on Good Friday then the final candle would be
put out to mark the darkness that was experienced as Christ died. ‘It was about twelve
o’clock when the sun stopped shining and darkness covered the whole country until
three o’clock.’ Luke 23:44. On Easter Day the special Paschal or Easter candle is lit as a
sign of the resurrection.
We live in a world where horrendous things happen. Many people frequently feel
cut off from God, questioning his existence or presence in a world where ‘bad things
happen to good people’. Often I hear people say ‘where is God in this situation?’ The
answer at Easter is the demonstration that good triumphs over evil, when Jesus the
Prince of Peace draws us to God by his death and resurrection. God is there in the very
mess of everyday life, it takes the eye of faith to see Him.
On May 16th I will become the priest in charge of the benefice. Over the past year I
have got to meet many people through my current role and know that lots of good
things are happening in the benefice. I am excited about what God has in store for
us. Although we will continue to live in Charsfield, you will find that I will be out and
about in the villages getting to know folks. Sue and I are really looking forward to
getting to know you over the coming months.
Here are a few things about us
 I’m married to Sue who is a Chartered Landscape Architect
 We have two children and three grandchildren
 We both enjoy gardening, cooking and baking
 I was ordained in 1983 in this diocese and have served all my ministry here apart
from three years in Norfolk. During that time I’ve worked in both parish and non
parish settings.
I support two football teams—Mansfield Town (my home team) and Norwich City (my
adopted team) and when I get a chance I still ride a motorbike.
I look forward to being with you in May.
Graham

2

Church Matters ………..
Easter Day
Easter Sunday is 1st April and all the churches in our benefice will
have a service, so ours will be communion at 11 am taken by Revd
Deirdre Parmenter.

Benefice Services
Easton will also host the benefice service for the fifth Sunday in the
month. This will be a sung service on 29th April at 10 am.
The usual benefice service on 6th May will be at Marlesford at
10 am.

APCM (Annual Parochial Church Meeting)
This will be held on Tuesday 17th April at 7.00 pm in the Village
Hall. (See separate notice opposite.) If you are on the church
electoral roll or just interested in how our church is run, do come
and join us. There will be wine and nibbles after the meeting.

May Fair
Don't forget our annual Fair on 5th May on the Bank Holiday
Saturday. Come and have fun! More information on page 7.

Discussion Group
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 11th April at 1 Chapel
Street, Woodbridge. We are continuing to look at the miracles in
the Bible, this time at those in the Old Testament. The meeting
starts with coffee/tea at 10.30 am. New members are always
welcome. If you need a lift, please let me know.
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Dates for your Diary
Licensing of Revd Canon Graham Hedger
Graham's licensing as our Priest-in-Charge for the Orebeck
Benefice will take place in Hacheston church at 7.30 pm on
Wednesday 16th May. This is the time when he officially takes
up his post. Everyone is invited to welcome him and his wife,
Sue, to our parishes. There is a short reception afterwards in
Hacheston Village Hall opposite the church. (The VH has good
parking.)
Archdeacon's Visitation
This service, which officially installs the churchwardens in their
parishes, will be held at Debenham at 7.30 pm on Monday 9th
May. This is a service for the whole of the Deanery and beyond.
Jane Woodbury-Eggins

Annual Church Meeting
Tuesday 17th April
7.00 pm
Village Hall
Come and see what your church has
been doing during the past year.
Wine and nibbles
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH
welcomes you to

Sunday Cafe
Easton Village Hall
15th April
10.00 - 11.30 am

Bacon rolls made to order, croissants, toast.
Homemade sausage rolls, quiches, cakes,
cheese and fruit scones.
All available to eat in or take away.
EVERYONE is welcome so if you haven’t
joined us before, do come and see what we
have to offer, meet some new people or
catch up with old friends.
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It’s ….

C O S MI C !
If God is the gardener and Jesus is the vine, then we
can all be the branches and stick together, growing and
supporting each other every day.
This month we will be acting out how to be a vine (!),
playing games with water, whilst trying to blow out
each other’s candles and making stick art hearts.
Come and join us for an hour of fun.
Sunday 22nd April at 11am, All Saints Church
Emma Gibbon T: 746866

COSMIC
(Children on Sunday Morning in Church)
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Saturday 5th May
2 till 4 pm
Village Green
Crowning of the May Queen 2.30 pm
Ipswich Community Wind Band
Rabble Chorus
Cream Teas and delicious Home Made Cakes
Lots of stalls: Plants, Homebakes, Toys, Books,
Bric-a-Brac, Hook the Duck,
Human Fruit Machine, Coconut Shy,
Tombola, Grand Draw, Bran Tub,
Guess the Weight of the Cake,
and lots lots more!
Proceeds to All Saints Church
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Can you spare some time
to help us at our May
Fair?
Any time you have to set up, run a stall, or help
dismantle at the end would be much appreciated.
We already have a good number of people helping
us, but we need more!
If you feel you can help, please call me on 746866 or
email emmajgibbon123@gmail.com.
Thank you!
Emma Gibbon

Thank You!
A sincere, if belated, thank you to Colin Haysom for
kindly making new wooden boards for all the posters
which appear from time to time around the village and
beyond advertising fundraising events for the church.
You’re a star!
All Saints PCC
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EASTON BELLES WI
Tuesday 24th, 7.30pm - Village Hall
The month of April is our birthday meeting, when
we welcome our speaker Maureen Midwinter on the
subject of woodcarving from Acanthus leaves to
Ho Ho birds.
New members very welcome.
Enquiries to Janet Prentice 746808
or email prenticejanet@hotmail.com

9

Village View in April
Yoga Flow with Cathie Shuster
Tuesdays
9.30 am—10.45 am
Village Hall

Mobile Library
Wednesday 11th April
12.25—12.45 pm
Easton Farm Park
Sunday Café
15th April
10—11.30 am
Village Hall

Pilates
Every Wednesday
9.15 am (advanced)
10.15 am (mixed ability)
Village Hall

Annual Church Meeting
Tuesday 17th April
7.00 pm
Village Hall

Table Tennis
Every Wednesday
6.30 pm Village Hall
£5 per session

Easton Belles WI
Tuesday 24th April
7.30 pm
Village Hall

Rabble Chorus Community Choir
Thursday evenings
8—9.30 pm
Village Hall
First session free!

Easton Pre-School
The Hamilton Room at
Easton Farm Park
Mon 8am-4pm
Tues Closed
Weds 8am-4pm
Thurs 8am-4pm
Fri 8am-4pm
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Local places of interest
A spare afternoon 2) St Michael’s Church, Boulge
This is a very interesting church, with a worldwide following due
to Edward FitzGerald (1809 – 1883), an English poet and writer,
famously known for the first translation of The Rubaiyatt of Omar
Khyam from Persian into English.

He was born at Bredfield, but subsequently lived at Boulge Hall.
St Michael’s Church was an estate church hidden for years
within the grounds. The Hall was demolished in the 1950s.
Access to St Michael’s is now by the old route across fields on
a concrete track, amongst a copse of trees. Signposted from
Scott’s Lane running from Bredfied to Debach (Grid Ref: TM
256527), accessible by car. Boulge is a parish without a village.
The FitzGeralds rebuilt the church. The small churchyard
surprisingly contains a remarkable ornate sealed mausoleum
(below left) to the FitzGerald family.
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Strangely, Edward FitzGerald is not interred in the family
mausoleum but he lies beside it in the churchyard (see photo
previous page, right) marked by a large shaped marble slab.
At the head of the grave is an old rose bush with its own large
Plaque (see below).
The church itself is open daily and contains a wealth of thick
stained-glass windows. First impressions are that it is very
dark, but let your eyes adjust as there is much to be appreciated, including one of the very few black Tournai marble fonts in
the country.
The visitors’ book is worth looking at as there are signatures
from members of the society from around the world. There is
even an entry in Persian.
The FitzGerald family died out, but this church is a wonderful
capture of their presence in Boulge and a tribute to Edward.
Ronald Blythe, author of Akenfield, and many other Suffolk
books, recounts the day that the original rose bushes arrived
from The Shah of Persia. Edited from memory…. He and a
number of other people had assembled at St Michael’s and
were awaiting the arrival of the Persian Ambassador who had
been instructed by the Shah to plant them at the grave. They
waited and waited until eventually a couple of hours later, most
had left. Ronald remained and eventually decided to plant the
bushes himself to preserve them. The Ambassador finally
turned up, having apparently had an extended lunch en route.
He said “You English are so punctual.”
This Rose tree raised in Kew Gardens from seed brought by
William Simpson, Artist-Traveller, from the grave of Omar
Khayyam at Naishapur, was planted by a few admirers of
Edward FitzGerald in the name of the Omar Khayyam Club
7th October 1893

Photographs reproduced by kind permission of Simon Knott
suffolkchurches.co.uk
Brian Boon
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
‘Migrant Helpline’ phishing emails lead to Ramnit

malware

Fraudsters are sending out a high number of phishing emails
purporting to be from the charity ‘Migrant Helpline’ that lead to
Ramnit – a type of banking malware.
The email address sending the majority of emails is
noreply@yeshivadonations.com. However multiple email
addresses have been seen. Although Migrant Helpline is a genuine
charity, fraudsters are using it to trick members of the public into
becoming victims of this fraud.
It should be noted that this fraud is in no way related to the real
charity. The subject line currently is ‘Thank you for choosing to
donate to Migrant helpline’.
The message body reads as the following:
Thanks again for donating
We're sending it straight to Migrant Helpline so you'll be making a
difference very soon.
Your donation details:
First name: ****
Last name: ****
Tel. *********
Amount: £196
Donation Reference: 09493495
If you have any questions about your donation, please follow this
link and download Your (Donation Reference 09493495), with the
transaction details listed above.
With your help, YeshivaDonations can continue to work in Syria and
neighbouring countries to deliver clean water and life-saving supplies
to millions of people.
Your generosity is bringing much-needed assistance to families who
have lost everything as a result of the crisis in Syria.
Warm regards,
YeshivaDonation
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Emails use real contact information
The first name, last name and telephone number are targeted
and appear to be correct for those they are sent to.
Once the link is clicked, a well known Trojan (Ramnit) is downloaded onto the victim’s device. This malware is equipped to
target and steal personal and corporate banking details.
Having up-to-date virus protection is essential; however
it will not always prevent your device(s) from becoming
infected.
Please consider the following actions:
 Don’t click on links or open any attachments you receive in
unsolicited emails or SMS messages. Remember that fraudsters can ‘spoof’ an email address to make it look like one
used by someone you trust. If you are unsure, check the
email header to identify the true source of communication.
 Always install software updates as soon as they become
available. Whether you are updating the operating system or
an application, the update will often include fixes for critical
security vulnerabilities.
 Create regular backups of your important files to an external
hard drive, memory stick or online storage provider. It’s important that the device you back up to is not left connected to
your computer as any malware infection could spread to that
as well.
 If you think your bank details have been compromised, you
should contact your bank immediately.
John Owen

CHRISTMAS 2017 SHOEBOX APPEAL
A big thank you to everyone who created such colourful shoeboxes despatched from Easton. The parent organisation, Link
to Hope, in all transported 43,966 shoeboxes for distribution in
Moldova.
Lynne Townsend
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Village People
Brian Boon
How long have you lived in Easton?
Sue and I moved here from Chelmsford, Essex in 2007. I had visited
Easton many times in the years 1945 – 1955 at harvest times as this
was where my father spent many of his younger years working on
the Hamilton Estate. He had brothers and sisters both in Easton and
a number of the surrounding villages.
What made you move here?
We had retired and were looking for a gentler pace of life in idyllic
surroundings with plenty of wildlife. The attraction of the Suffolk
coast nearby was an added advantage.
What are your favourite things about living here?
The sense of community spirit in the village and being part of a
culture of willingness to help others. The abundant wildlife and flora.
What is the most interesting job you have ever had and why?
I only ever worked for one employer - Essex Police. Thirty years in
uniform, the last five of which involved prosecuting and licencing in
the Chelmsford Division. Having gained a financial qualification at
evening classes, I then moved to the Finance Department, in a
civilian capacity as Management Accountant and finally as their
Financial Systems Manager. All were very interesting and satisfying.
Have you ever lived in another country?
No, but we’ve visited many other countries in our camper-van,
including a three-month tour of Norway, Sweden and Denmark.
My greatest strength is / was…
Willingness to help others, but regrettably now approaching the age
when the reverse is beginning to apply.
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My favourite place in the UK (other than Easton) is …
The Peak District which we’ve visited many times. We even got
married there at Chapel-en-le-Frith, with mountains in the background.
My main hobby is …
Preserving the heritage and history of Easton, here in the village,
for the benefit of future generations. I welcome old photographs,
plans, and stories and can scan / copy up to A4 size. My collection
includes photographs of inside the Mansion and of the Hamiltons.

16

SUMMER SPORTS IN EASTON
Hopefully the 'beast from the east' has left us for good and we
can now look forward to some lovely weather to enjoy some
summer sports in Easton.
Don't forget that both clubs welcome visitors to watch a game,
enjoy tea and cake or a glass of something more invigorating.
If you are interested in becoming a member of either club, please
contact, in the first instance, John and Carol Rook on 746162.
APRIL FIXTURES
Cricket
Sat

14

Sat

21

Sun
Sat

22
28

Sun

29

1st XI
2nd XI
1st XI
2nd XI
Sunday XI
1st XI
2nd XI
Sunday XI

v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v

Long Melford
Yoxford
Dunmow
Battisford & District
Castle Hedingham
Woolpit
Worlingworth
Tendring Park

Away
Home
Home
Away
Home
Away
Home
Home

Matches start at 1.00pm
Bowls
Sun 22
Tue 24
Thur 26

Green Opens Club
Home
W'brdge Lge v Laxfield
Home
Friendly
v Earl Soham Away

2.00
6.45
6.30

If you would like to give bowls a try, do come and join us on 22nd
April. As long as you have shoes with absolutely flat soles, we will
supply woods, etc and people will be around to give you a helping
hand. Hope to see you there.
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NEWS FROM ST ANDREW’S CHURCH,
KETTLEBURGH
After many, many years, planned work on the
building is about to begin at St Andrew’s Church,
Kettleburgh.
When Graham Vellacott was our priest, a project to make
some alterations to the church building was proposed. The
plans included; a toilet and storage area to be built behind the
church, accessed from the north door; new doors to the porch;
and some alterations to the back of the church, creating a level
floor and making the space flexible, so that it could be used in
different ways. In consultation with the PCC, our architect
drew up plans which had to be submitted to the Church of
England planning authority – the DAC. Months, then years
elapsed whilst the proposal was studied and commented on by
bodies such as Heritage England, the Church Buildings Council,
archaeologists …. all had their say and the plans were subsequently modified. In order for any work to be done, the DAC
had to grant a faculty (or permission), and it was eventually
agreed that our best way forward was to split the project into
phases.
Consequently, the first phase is as follows: to make level the
floor at the back of church so that there is a level access from
the porch, and to reposition the three back pairs of pews, so
that there will be a flexible open welcoming space around the
font. These six pews will be moveable, mounted on castors, so
that they can be used in a variety of ways, including in their
original positions.
This work is due to commence after Easter, on 9th April. It
should take no longer than six weeks. During this period the
church will be closed, although any services scheduled during
this time will take place in the chancel, by arrangement with
the contractors.
If you are walking by the church you may notice extra vehicles
and equipment in the vicinity for the planned period. The
contractors are MS Oakes, from Lowestoft, but there may also
be other specialists - stonemasons, electricians etc working on
site.
As far as providing a toilet – that is likely to be phase three,
with plans for new doors to the porch and repairing and
opening the north door as phase two.
Watch this space!!
Jackie Clark, Churchwarden
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The Ipswich Hospital Charity are excited to announce the “Masquerade
Charity Ball” at The Venue at Kersey Mill on Friday, 22 June 2018 at
7.00 pm in aid of the Blossom Appeal.
This glamorous evening will include a night of live entertainment with a
drinks reception, a three course meal with wine in a beautiful location.
Ticket price is £50 per person.
J S and The Lockerbillies will be our band for the night who have
previously played at Glastonbury! So get your dancing shoes ready to
‘Rock ‘n’ Roll’!
All money raised will go towards The Ipswich Hospital Charity, supporting the Blossom Appeal. Help us build a new £2.5 million Breast Care
Centre at Ipswich Hospital where every breast care patient can have the
best possible experience when they come to hospital. The new centre
will bring all elements of breast care at The Ipswich Hospital under
one roof and provide an environment where patients can be imaged,
biopsied where necessary, and see their clinician in one appointment
without the need to get dressed and undressed several times. There
will also be new dedicated clinics for men and young people.
Your support can help patients like Jo…..
“There is a lot of getting up and down and walking to and from for
imaging and treatment, and it’s a very impersonal space.”
Former breast cancer patient Jo Whitelaw remembers the experience
of visiting the hospital all too well.
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But the now 55-year-old also remembers the “amazing” care she received.
She said: “The hospital was my security blanket. I got all the support and
reassurance I could’ve asked for from the team. They were always there
when I needed them.”
Jo, from Great Blakenham, was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2012 after
discovering a lump in her breast. Initially she thought it was benign as she’d
had others removed in the past. But it did turn out to be cancerous. When
the lump was removed cancer cells were still found so Jo went on to have
her breast removed and gruelling chemotherapy and drug treatment to fight
the disease.
She said: “It’s a very open and impersonal space. I remember when I first
went to hospital I sat there and looked at all the people in the waiting room
and felt very alone. The new centre could be more personal, but then there
could be opportunities and spaces to talk if people wanted to.”
Jo, married with two children and four grandchildren (and another on the
way) has now been clear of cancer for five years.
While the hospital team were Jo’s security blanket, she turned to the
animals in her yard to relax. A keeper of horses, sheep and chickens,
Jo credits them to helping her relax both during and since her cancer.

Help us build a new Breast Centre at Ipswich Hospital whilst enjoying a
glamorous night.
To purchase tickets please visit www.ipswichhospitalcharity.co.uk contact
01473 702929 or email at: charity@ipswichhospital.nhs.uk
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Contact Details of
Councillors that
serve Easton
Parish Councillors:
Chair :
Sue Piggott
T: 01728 746622
(Also Highways Officer)
Vice Chair :
Adrian Hollins
T: 01728 746053
(Also Pathways Officer)
Michael Coney
T: 01728 746181
(Also Tree Officer)
Fiona Siddall
T: 07970 450245
(Joint Play Area Officer)
Bob Gibbon
T: 01728 746866
(Joint Play Area Officer)
Clerk :
Vacancy
Suffolk County Councillor
Robin Vickery
T: 07545 423827
E: robin.vickery@suffolk.gov.uk
Suffolk Coastal District
Councillor
Carol Poulter
T: 07833 441349
E: carol.poulter@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk
A copy of the latest draft minutes
of the Parish Council can be read
on the PC noticeboard in the
village car park.

Do you have something to put
in the magazine?
Contributions to the next Parish Magazine
should arrive by the 20th of the month before,
either by email or by handwritten piece,
please.
My email address is :clareeowen@tiscali.co.uk
or handwritten pieces to me at 5 Harriers Walk,

Village Hall Bookings
Contact Lorna Edwards
Email lornaed@hotmail.com
Telephone: 747970

WEBSITE ADDRESS FOR
VILLAGE HALL

www.suffolkvillagehalls.co.uk
… and search Easton
EASTON PARISH COUNCIL
WEBSITE
The Parish Council Website is where you
will find all Parish Council documents and
information. The address is:
http://easton.suffolk.cloud/

For more information on your
local villages, visit the parish
websites:www.easton.onesuffolk.net
www.brandeston.net
www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk
www.campseaashe.onesuffolk.net
www.marlesford.com
www.parham.onesuffolk.net
www.hacheston.suffolk.gov.uk

ADVERTISING

Five award winning,
self-catering cottages on
your doorstep.
Sheer luxury AND dog
friendly!
Call Jacqui on 747186

E:enquiries@letheringhamill.co.uk
www.letheringhammill.co.uk

Do you like to travel?
Would you like your own personal
‘concierge’ to make your holiday
arrangements for you and deliver
your travel documents to your door?

DO-

MESTIC, AGRICULTURAL &
COMMERCIAL INSTALLATION &
MAINTENANCE EVENT LIGHTING &
POWER

Travel With Jules is a fully bonded
Independent Travel Agency,
based in Easton. Shop
local! Contact Julie on
748209 or email
jules@travelwithjules.co.uk
www.travelwithjules.co.uk

T: 01728 684422
M: 07976 638434

E: info@aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk
www.aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk

ACCORD
PRIVATE HIRE TAXI
SERVICE
BASED IN EASTON
CALL STEVE ON
01728 417227
OR 07950 712683

or

ANY DISTANCE
ANY DESTINATION

Semi-Retired Decorator
Seeks Local Work

BRIDGE HOUSE
& JENNIFER BAKER CATERING

Catering for parties in our
16th Century farmhouse or
at a location of your choice.
BRIDGE HOUSE OFFERS BED
AND BREAKFAST.
OPEN ALL YEAR
01728 685473
EARL SOHAM

Professional work, not prices





Over 30 years’ experience
Interior works only
Small jobs welcomed
Assuring you of a good service
For a free estimate contact
Patrick Tobin

T: 01728 745054 M: 07789 964390
www.bridgehouseuk.com

