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Dear Friends
We are most fortunate in our Benefice of Orebeck [see page 4] to have so
many gifted, creative people, many of whom use skills to fill out complex
forms to help the Parochial Church Councils get grants to maintain and
repair our church buildings, some who can even master the Excel spreadsheet variety (not me I hasten to add, if I ever could I have forgotten how!).
Then there are others who ring bells, making people aware from a distance
that the Church is open. Whilst yet other groups of people create works of
art from flowers faithfully week by week to enhance the beauty already found
in the building and to say welcome to visitors. There are even people who
sew for pleasure (can you believe it!) and many of our pews are furnished
with kneelers that tell a story, in picture form, or that commemorate important
events or dates, and at the same time improve the comfort of pews. But as
Easter and its wonderful music come to mind, there is our devoted choir who
lead our singing at united services, and always have a musical treat or two
for us to listen to. Then there is the rare breed of people called organists
without whom any congregation would find singing hymns less enjoyable,
and without whom the choir cannot practice.
And if you wonder why we sing hymns, well there is a simple truth - that
those who sing pray twice. It is good for the soul and lifts the spirit, which
may be a reason why Songs of Praise is still on our televisions after more
than fifty years. On Palm Sunday, 9th April, continuing a tradition we started
some years ago, people that want to will be singing hymns as they walk in
procession from the car park in Easton to church for the service. Singing
hymns then allows us to offer words to almighty God that we could never
begin to express for ourselves, hymns can often express in words and music
sentiments that strike at the very heart of our human emotions.
And so to close may I wish you all a happy and blessed Easter, and hope to
see many of you singing your hearts out at one of the many services on offer
at this special time of year.
With love in Christ
Deirdre
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Church Matters ………..
Benefice Services
The benefice service on 2nd April will be at Brandeston at 10 am.
On 7th May the benefice service will be at Campsea Ashe at 10 am.

Lent Lunches
The last of this year’s weekly Lent lunches/courses will be on 3rd April at
12.30 pm at Marlesford Community Centre.

APCM (Annual Parochial Church Meeting)
This will be held on Thursday 6th April at 7.30 pm in the church. (See separate
notice). If you are on the church electoral roll or just interested in how our
church is run, do come and join us.

Palm Sunday
A benefice holy communion service will be held at Easton on 9th April starting
with a procession from the car park at 10.45 am to mark Jesus' triumphant entry
into Jerusalem.

Student Cross
We are expecting the Student Cross again this year (after a break last year) and
they will be with us on Monday 10th April at about 2.30 pm when we shall be
offering them tea/coffee and refreshments as they pause in their walk carrying
a full-sized cross from Harwich to Walsingham. (They will be stopping at
Framlingham for the night.)

Good Friday
A short service of readings, meditation and music will be held in the church on
14th April at 11 am.
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Easter Day
This year our service will be one of Easter Praise (not communion) at
11 am on Easter morning - with some sweet treats. Anyone wishing
to make their communion will find services in other parishes in the
benefice (see the table of services). There will be no Sunday Cafe
this month.

The Almost May Fair
Don't forget our annual Fair on 29th April on the Saturday of the first
May Bank Holiday. More information on page 8.

Discussion Group
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 5th April at Bickley, Harriers
Walk. Our topic this month is the last week of Jesus' life. The meeting
starts with coffee/tea at 10.30 am. New members are always welcome

Dates for your Diary
Archdeacon's Visitation
This service, which officially installs the churchwardens in their
parishes, will be held at Brandeston at 7.30 pm on Monday 15th May.
This is a service for the whole of the Deanery and beyond.

Jane Woodbury-Eggins

FLOWER AND CLEANING ROTA
Flowers

Cleaning

1st April

No flowers—Lent

Dot Blane

8th April

No flowers—Lent

Dot Blane

15th April

Mary Willson and all flower arrangers

Jayne Gibson

22nd April

Mary Willson

Jayne Gibson

29th April

Jean Kendall

Jean Kendall
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The Benefice of Orebeck
Well, the Benefice of Orebeck is now a reality, having been created by the Church
Commissioners and the Bishop of St Edmundsbury & Ipswich, The Rt Revd Martin
Seeley, on 31st January by the sealing of a legal document. In case you never knew,
or have forgotten, we had a competition last year to find a title for us, won by Nan
Waterfall of Marlesford with ‘Orebeck’, which proved to be the most widely popular of
the suggestions I’d received. Orebeck = ‘Ore’ because geographically the little river
Ore runs through Parham Hacheston and Marlesford, and ‘beck’ for Brandeston,
Easton, Campsea Ashe and Kettleburgh.
And now we have a new identity we simply have to get behind it and make it work,
making it so much more than a name on paper, building on the four years that the
church communities have already been worshipping, sharing and growing together.
Do you care for your village church, value it as a ‘presence’ in the village, whether
as an historical building, a place in which to worship God on Sunday, or maybe as
a mid week sanctuary for a few minutes’ contemplation? Are you someone who
appreciates the community space it provides for big sings, concerts, or as centres of
excellence for the hobby of bell ringing? Or as a place where people come in good
times and bad, to marry, to baptise longed for babies, to say a final goodbye as they
bury much loved family members, or pay their respects to friends departed?
Well, for all this to continue, the seven medieval buildings which the members of the
church community are but stewards of, need your help. The people that ‘go to
church’ are getting fewer in number year on year, and now whilst ‘Orebeck’ is still
fresh and new, your help is needed more than ever. May I ask you to help them, the
people and the buildings? Would you consider giving by standing order (or good old
cheque if you prefer) £20 per month, or whatever amount you can afford, regularly?
Gift Aiding it if you are a UK tax payer will add another 20% from HMRC to your gift.
This is not just as funding for major repairs to which many already give most
generously, but so the church council can pay its ever increasing monthly bills,
including insurance, electricity, heating, and most importantly their portion of the
£65,000 parish share - the amount which is payable in 2017 to the Diocese for clergy
costs. (But just so you understand, I get paid nothing like that amount!)
The small regular congregations, often very few in number in some places, are now
finding it increasingly difficult to balance their income and expenditures, despite fund
raising and the already generous giving by many. So will you help? Will you please
simply start a standing order, for whatever amount it is you can afford monthly, and
do it now as soon as you finish looking at this magazine. A phone call to me will put
you in touch with your church treasurer for bank details and any other help you may
need.
And after Easter, when all the Annual Parochial Church Meetings for the year are
completed, I think we should have an ‘Orebeck’ party and celebrate, with the first
round of drinks on me!! I know there are some people who were totally opposed to
the creation of this Benefice and I hope you will be able to move on from this, go
forward and play your part in growing together, as together in the strength of seven
we GROW IN GOD. Watch out for party date and venue in the next magazine and
as usual ALL are welcome, though if every reader of this magazine arrives we shall
be a bit squashed for space, but never mind, do come.
Deirdre
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EASTER 2017
Spring is here, a time of surprises! The rhythm of life changes with
the lengthening of days and the increasing hours of daylight and
warmth from the sun. For many of us this is a time of year bursting
with surprises, as things long forgotten pop up in odd places of our
gardens. The surprise of a pair of blue tits who laid some eggs,
and now have seven demanding mouths to feed.
Palm Sunday is 9th April, a day which recalls Jesus entering
Jerusalem on a donkey, with the crowds waving palm branches.
Jesus at the height of his popularity, and a day which marks the
start of ‘Holy Week’. But surprise! in only five short days, the
crowds had turned against him bringing us to Good Friday,14th
April. Then Easter Day,16th April, surprise! The resurrection of
Jesus Christ is discovered by two women, who didn’t go to the
Garden of Gethsemane to see if their Lord is risen – they’d gone
to finish the act of burying him, and surprise! surprise! find the stone
rolled away, the tomb empty – the resurrection accomplished.
Easter is definitely a season of surprises, and also one of new
beginnings. The first Easter can only have been a time of surprise,
and of bewildered, incredulous chaos as God turned disaster into
triumph. He created an Easter dawn from Good Friday’s deathly
darkness, and whether you were a 1st Century or are a 21st
Century person, that is good news, and a surprise worth waiting for.
So this is what your churches have on offer to celebrate Easter
and I hope you will find at least one service to suit your personal
preferences. But I have gained a reputation for saying all of the
seven churches are yours, and between them they offer a great
pick and mix selection.

Deirdre
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SERVICES for EASTER
PALM SUNDAY 9th April
11am Service at Easton
With a palm procession from the village car park.
Meet at 10.30 am.

HOLY WEEK
Compline (A Service of Night Prayer) at 6.30pm
Monday 10th April Campsea Ashe
Tuesday 11th April Hacheston
Wednesday 12th April Kettleburgh

Maundy Thursday 13th April at 7.30pm
A Celebration of Holy Communion in Marlesford
with Stripping of the Altar
after which there will be a time of silent vigil.

Good Friday 14th April
9.30am in Brandeston, a short service suitable for families
and children, and at 11am in Easton
a short service of readings and reflections.
2pm - 3pm in Parham we have ‘Friday Afternoon’ a contemplative service of Readings and Hymns
which tell the story of the Crucifixion
through the words of Peter, a Roman Centurion,
Pontius Pilate, Judas, and Mary.

Easter Day 16th April
Seven services starting with an 8am Book of Common Prayer
Eucharist and ending with a 6.30pm Evening Holy Communion.
For details of all the Easter Day services,
the times and locations please see the full monthly rota.
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It’s ….

C O SM IC!
Visible or Invisible?
If you can see something, does that mean it's real?
If you can't see something, does that mean it doesn't exist?
COSMIC has lots to think about this April.
Come along at 11am on Sunday 23rd April.
Find out what happened when Jesus rose again from the dead
and went to find his friends the disciples.
Play some games about things which can be seen and
others that can't.
COSMIC
(Children on Sunday Morning in Church)

See you there .........
Emma Gibbon T: 746866

Annual Parochial Church
Meeting
Thursday 6th April
7.30 pm in
All Saints’ Church
If you are on the Church Electoral Roll, a member of our
church community, or just interested in how our church is
run, please join us at the annual meeting.
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Saturday 29th April
2 till 4 pm
Village Green
Crowning of the May Queen 2.30 pm
Ipswich Community Wind Band
Rabble Chorus
Cream Teas from the Easton Belles WI
Lots of stalls: Plants, Homebakes, Toys, Books,
Bric-a-Brac, Hook the Duck,
Human Fruit Machine, Splat the Rat,
Tombola, Grand Draw, Bran Tub
and lots lots more!

Proceeds to All Saints Church
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH, EASTON

Sunday Cafe

Sorry, Café is closed in
April as it is
Easter Sunday
We’ll be back in May, but meantime
why not join us in church for our
Easter Day service which is designed
for families.
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HIDDEN GARDENS OF
EASTON
Advance Notice

SUNDAY 2nd JULY 2017
11.00 am — 5.00 pm
Would you be prepared to share your
garden with members of the public?
If you’ve opened your garden in the past or
would like to join in for the first time, we would
love to hear from you. It’s a fun and relaxed
day and people just love to look at other folks’
gardens.
For further information or to book your garden
please contact Carol Rook on
746162 or email carolrook2012@gmail.com
In aid of All Saints’ Church
10

Village View in April
Mobile Library
Wednesday 12 April
12.20—12.40 pm
Village Hall
Sunday Café
None in April (Easter Sunday)

Yoga Flow
Tuesdays
9.30 - 10.45 am
Village Hall
Contact Kat Hesse on 638604
for more information.
Table Tennis
Every Wednesday
6.30 pm Village Hall
£5 per session

Easton Belles WI
Tuesday 25th April
7.30 pm
Village Hall

Rabble Chorus Community
Choir
Thursday evenings
8—9.30 pm
Village Hall
First session free!

The Almost May Fair
Saturday 29th April
2—4 pm Village Green

Easton Pre-School
The Hamilton Room at
Easton Farm Park
Mondays, Wednesdays or
Fridays 9.15am—3pm
Thursday mornings
9am-11.30am
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EASTON BELLES

Members are making plans and pleased to be helping
at the Almost May Fair again this year by providing
Cream Teas on the village green, from 2pm.
Enquiries to Janet Prentice – 01728 746808

EASTON PRE-SCHOOL
www.eastonpreschool.org.uk
eastonpreschool@yahoo.co.uk
01728 746935

Easton Pre-School has places for children age 16 months
to 4 years. Newly re-located to Easton Farm Park with highly
experienced, caring staff. Extra activities around the farm
and dance sessions, currently at no extra cost.
Flexible hours (extended hours being introduced shortly)
Government funding available for some 2 year olds and all 3
and 4 year olds.
‘Children make good progress in readiness for school in this
welcoming and stimulating environment'.
OFSTED July 2015
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EASTON PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Electronic Speed Indicators for the Village
The Parish Council approached Hopkins Homes regarding the Speed
Indicator signage that they had led the village to believe would be
installed should permission for their development be granted. It
became apparent that this suggestion would not materialise. SCDC
reported that because this was not within the planning condition
points attached to the application, that it relied on the discretion of the
developer to honour the commitment.
The Parish Council decided that they would apply to be on the Suffolk
County Council Programme for Speed Indicator signage, this will aid
the Community Speed-Watch team with the same aim - to discourage
speeding motorists.
This Suffolk County Council programme has no cost attached and the
signage is placed on the Suffolk County Council installed posts for a
two to three week period in differing directional positions with three to
four weeks between placements. Suffolk County Council fully controls
the installation, placing and timing. The posts have now been put in
position at either end of the village, and the Speed Indicator rota for
Easton should start in April.
Sue Piggott, Chair Easton Parish Council

Want to own your own home?
Please visit the government website for more information
on possible help to purchase your own home.
https://www.ownyourhome.gov.uk/
Bill Dicks, Clerk to Easton Parish Council
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NEWS
WICKHAM MARKET
MEDICAL CENTRE
GP+ Appointments
Now Available at Wickham Market
6.30pm to 9.00pm Weekdays &
9.00am to 1.00pm Saturdays










Suffolk GP+ is for people who require a doctor’s appointment or
can’t see their GP on a weekday, Saturday morning or during
normal GP hours
THERE ARE NO SELF-REFERRALS AND APPOINTMENTS CAN ONLY BE
MADE VIA YOUR OWN LOCAL GP PRACTICE
THIS IS NOT A WALK IN SERVICE
Appointments are available at the following times
Weekdays: 6:30pm – 9.00pm
Saturday: 9:00am – 13.00pm
Bank Holidays: 9:00am – 13:00pm
The service will be manned by local Suffolk GPs and Nurse
Practitioners
GP+ is running for a 6 month pilot at Wickham Market Medical
Centre.
Suffolk GP+ is a NHS service delivered by the Suffolk GP Federation

SURGERY TEL:
747101
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SUMMER SPORTS IN EASTON
Well, the season for summer sports is here again - how time flies!
We hope you have all had a good winter and would be delighted to
welcome you to the cricket and/or bowls clubs to watch a game and
enjoy a cup of tea or a drink. Perhaps you might like to join one of
the clubs as a member (either playing or social), if so just come up
and see us and we'll be happy to talk to you.
APRIL FIXTURES
Cricket
Sat
Sat
Sun
Sat

15
22
23
29

1st XI
1st XI
2nd XI
1st XI
2nd XI

v
v
v
v
v

St Margarets
Copford
West Bergholt
Kelvedon
St Osyth

Home
Home
Home
Away
Home

Matches normally start at 1.00 pm.
Bowls

Sun
Mon
Tue

23
24
25

Green Opens
Friendly
v
W'bridge Lge v

Earl Soham
Martlesham

Home 2.00
Away 6.30
Home 6.45

If you are interested in trying bowls, please join us on Sunday 23rd
when we'll be happy to help you try the game. Please wear shoes
with flat bottoms - no heels of any sort please.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Identity Fraud Increases
Identity fraud now represents over half of all fraud recorded by the UK’s
not-for-profit fraud data sharing organisation Cifas.
How fraudsters steal your identity
The vast majority of identity fraud happens when a fraudster pretends
to be an innocent individual to buy a product or take out a loan in their
name. Often victims do not even realise that they have been targeted
until a bill arrives for something they did not buy or they experience
problems with their credit rating.
To carry out this kind of fraud successfully, fraudsters need access to
their victim’s personal information such as name, date of birth, address,
their bank and who they hold accounts with. Fraudsters get hold of this
in a variety of ways, from stealing mail through to hacking; obtaining data
on the ‘dark web’; exploiting personal information on social media, or
through ‘social engineering’ where innocent parties are persuaded to
give up personal information to someone pretending to be from their
bank, the police or a trusted retailer.
Mike Haley, Deputy Chief Executive, Cifas said:
“These new figures show that identity fraud continues to be the number
one fraud threat. With nine out of ten identity frauds committed online
and with all age groups at risk, we are urging everyone to make it more
difficult for fraudsters to abuse their identity. There are three simple
steps that anyone can take to protect themselves: use strong passwords, download software updates when prompted on your devices;
and avoid using public wi-fi for banking and online shopping.
“We all remember to protect our possessions through locking our
house or flat or car but we don’t take the same care to protect our
most important asset – our identities. We all need to take responsibility
to secure our mail boxes, shred our important documents like bank
statements and utility bills, and take sensible precautions online –
otherwise we are making ourselves a target for the identity fraudster.”

John Owen
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Wellie Boots for April

W

ell, after a winter such as ours, especially March, there can be few among us
with any lasting doubts in respect of global warming. But then, as they say,
one swallow doesn’t make a summer. Talking of which, we can shortly
expect an influx of the latter, accompanied by the elusive cuckoo. Haven’t
seen one for years, but there are still a good number around as your ears
will soon tell you, even if they’re half a mile away.
So back to April. When I was a lad we kids all had a whale of a time playing as
many tricks on each other as we could before midday—any later than that and you
had to pay a forfeit. Alas, another victim of the modern age—TV, video games
and Twitter have destroyed yet another innocent past time.
But I digress. Over to the lawn. After a winter of neglect, your lawn will benefit
from a bit of instant TLC. Start mowing once a week, beginning with the blades at
the highest setting and gradually lowering them over the weeks. First of all, give it
a thorough raking all over which will remove any dead grass, moss etc lurking, then
dump in a forgotten corner of the garden for the next month. This will make
excellent bird nesting material. Then the lawn needs as many of those nasty old
deep rooted weeds such as daisies, buttercups, docks and dandelions
removed with a daisy-grubber and then aerated by stabbing the ground
fairly deeply and the old Easton Wiggle. Remember, just take an
ordinary garden fork and stab, wiggle, stab, wiggle, stab, wobble? Oh
dear Delilah, too many hot cross buns. Pity you landed in that nettle
patch as well. Never mind, perseverance dear, perseverance. They tell me it’s a
wonderful support to those exhausting exercise classes you go to, so we expect to
see you gambolling on the village green at midnight once again, as usual. But back
to the lawn. Finally, if your lawn still contains weeds or moss, treat these at the
same time with a weed, feed and moss killer. Any bare patches can be tackled by
re-turfing or, more cheaply, by re-seeding which can hopefully be speeded up by
pre-germination. Take a container of moist compost and mix in the grass seed
generously and thoroughly. Turn daily until most of the seeds are showing signs of
life, place on the prepared patches and cover with a thin coating of earth and fleece
or polythene to keep off any scavenging birds. Many will soon have their early
clutches to feed about this time (don’t tell me you still haven’t cleaned out last
year’s nests?) and newly planted seedling make easy pickings.
Anyway, with everything now growing apace, this is the prime
time to literally support your garden before it’s too late. Most of
us rely substantially on twigs, stakes, netting or plastic-covered wire
supports, which should be put in place this month. A little unsightly
I know, but you just try threading a fiercely growing perennial through those metal
supports a few weeks along the line (see the thistle growing along our bit of the
crinkle-crankle wall to see what I mean).
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We’ve already profited from several tips my mother taught me, so why not try
another, if I can remember it correctly from her ‘owt for nowt’ listing. Nowadays
they’re called basal cuttings and normally they were left until about 5 inches high
before being severed as close as possible to the main plant with a very sharp knife.
She then removed any leaves from the bottom 2 inches of the cutting and pinched
out the growing shoot to encourage root growth. I can’t remember clearly what
happened next, but I plunge the base of the cuttings well into rooting powder or gel
and plant them into a mix of two parts cutting compost to one part grit or perlite,
preferably porous pots but plastic also produces good results. Firm, water and place
a clear plastic bag over, securing with an elastic band around the base of the post,
thus retaining moisture. When well established, remove the plastic bag and continue
as normal. Best candidates I find are campanula, nepeta, geraniums,
phlox, lupins, dahlias and even delphiniums, but the best and easiest of all
has to be sedum. Also, after a few years you will find many perennials
tend to die off in the centre which is an excellent time to dig up the whole
plant and create up to a dozen or more cuttings that you can be sure will
perform true to type.
There appear to be a plethora of plug plants [good bit of alliteration Michael!], both
flower and vegetable, which I am finding have several advantages. I don’t have to
heat an overcrowded greenhouse through the early months of the year. Nor do I
have to find space (always at a premium) for seedlings as they mature, usually several
dozen more than I will ever need. Now all I have to do is order what I can use
which is more expensive but saves me a lot of TLC and hard work during the cold
winter months. One word of warning though—only the more common plants seem
to be available at present. If you need anything else, always check well in advance
or it’s back to the seed catalogue or the far more expensive potted versions.
However, two suggestions that I have come across recently, one of which I agree
with heartily, the other I have strong reservations about. Both concern making your
garden appear bigger and more interesting. The first was to insert mirrors at random
places, which may sound quite attractive. However, a friend of mind did just that
last year and some time later became quite puzzled when several dead or injured
birds began to appear, so naturally the local roaming moggies were blamed. Until
one day, strolling through the shrubbery, SMACK—another of her feathered friends
lay dying on the ground, with not a cat in sight, only a mirror above swaying gently
in the breeze. Mystery solved. Unless placed on a fixed structure, mirrors are a
death trap to many birds as they will only be able to see behind them, not the
obstacles in front. The mirror blends in with everything around it.
The second is a magnificent idea to make your garden appear much larger and is so
obvious. You can always use paving to create interesting patterns and optical type
illusions in the garden. In general the eyes follow a straight line, so turn your paving
stones diagonally or slanted. This will make the eyes look to the side of the garden
and really absorb everything, rather than just directing them to the end. Don’t have
a straight path, wind it around your garden in a snake-like pattern and the eye
will perceive the garden is larger than it is! Brilliant! Happy gardening.
Wellie Boots

EASTON & LETHERINGHAM
VILLAGE HALL

The Hall was bursting at the seams on March 11th for our annual
quiz. Another great night of head scratching, socialising and quiz
master abusing! Eleven teams battled it out for village bragging
rights, with new champions crowned.
Many thanks as always go to the committee for organising the
event. A lot of hard work goes on before, during and after such an
occasion.
The committee thank you for your continuing support for the events
we organise. The quiz night raised £695 for village hall funds. It is
our intention, now we have more storage space at the hall, to
purchase more indoor padded chairs. This will mean that for large
functions a few people don’t have to sit on the metal outdoor ones.
So, thank you again.
The VHMC AGM this year will be held on Tuesday 9th May, as
always, your attendance and support is most welcome.

Easton and Letheringham
Village Hall Management Committee

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 9th May
7.15pm
Ian Palfreyman
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More on the History of the Hamilton Family
by
Brian Boon
(Easton was under their tenure for 92 years)
The Four Iron Steamships
Of
William Alexander Lewis Stephen Douglas-Hamilton, KT
12th Duke of Hamilton, 9th Duke of Brandon,
2nd Duke of Châtellerault
Continuing the account of the lives of the two passenger paddle steamers
and the two personal luxury yachts that he had built by Blackwood & Gordon
of Port Glasgow.
Part 3 – The first luxury steam yacht Thistle

(Thistle when renamed Pandora and owned by W H Smith (1880-1892)*
Thistle was a single screw, iron built three-mast yacht, 165ft long, with a
beam of 25ft. At 100HP she was capable of a speed of 12 knots. She was
launched on 16th April 1870 and sold by the 12th Duke in 1874, at a time
when Easton Park mansion was undergoing considerable improvements,
including new stables, gas lighting and gasworks behind the current stables.
She was purchased by a John Penn Sr. when she was renamed Pandora
and subsequently sold to Wm H Smith in 1880, believed to be First Lord of
the Admiralty and son of the W H Smith chain founder.
On his death, she was purchased by the ‘Compania Navigacion Sollerense,
who renamed her the Leon de Oro, in 1893. She was converted to a new
merchant function on the Soller – Cette – Barcelona – Ciutadella route.
Competition was hard and the company went bankrupt in 1895.
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A new company was formed registered in Las Palmas, Gran Canaria
servicing mainly Barcelona, Palma and Marseille.

.

El Leon de Oro at Cette, circa 1900 **

In 1904/1905 she was sold to a firm in Fernando Poo, a small island 32km
off Cameroon on the west coast of Africa. She was renamed Eloby.

Copy of postcard showing Eloby at Fernando Poo, circa 1905-1910 **
In a newspaper dated 26 April 1892 she was described as luxurious, with a
special, very elegant lounge for ladies.
A newspaper dated 18 December 1905 described how she suffered damage
to bow tanks in heavy seas, and that there were constant problems due to
inadequate maintenance.
The once pristine yacht had become a dirty merchant ship. She was finally
wrecked at Cotonou on 7th October 1917 when en-route from Lagos to
Cotonou.
Note: * Reproduced courtesy of Caledonian Maritime Research Trust
Note:** Photograph provided by Michael Waller, Marine Historian, Soller.
Brian Boon
Next Month: Part 4a—The second luxury steam yacht Thistle.
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Village People
A new feature which I hope will interest many of you – looking at some
of the people in the village and what makes them tick! Charles Pollock
was my first ‘guinea pig’. Thank you Charles! Ed.
How long have you lived in Easton?
Just about twenty years. We moved in during May 1997.
What made you move here?
Downsizing from six acres, four bedrooms, barn, tennis court and too
much grass to mow. Jane, when returning from a post graduate course
at the British Dyslexia Association in Ipswich, toured the bye lanes on
her way home to Redisham [near Beccles] and stumbled across Easton.
Almond Tree Cottage appeared on the for sale bandanna and our bid
was finally accepted.
What’s your favourite thing about living here?
The integrated atmosphere. We all talk to each other. A feeling that if
help is needed, someone will be there. Whilst there is good banter
there is not negative gossip. The village pulls together.
What’s your least favourite thing about living here?
Getting up in the morning! Nothing significant, but the amount of litter
on the road kerbs seems to be getting worse.
What’s the most interesting job you’ve ever had and why?
Running a small airline in Botswana, southern Africa, which required
complete use of 29 years climbing the ladder in BOAC/British Airways,
preceded by four years as an apprentice aircraft mechanic and licenced
engine mechanic.
If I could pass any law I would …
We have enough laws; in fact too many. A change I would like to see is
meaningful fines for motoring offences.
My greatest strength is …
An ability to see the main trees from the wood shavings. Not always the
right tree; but at least action is taken.
My greatest weakness is …
Being rather intolerant when obvious mistakes are made. Also, rather
naturally at my age, being a grumpy old man; it can be rather a lot of fun
though.
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My favourite TV programme is …
Dads Army. Light hearted, stupid, yet so relevant in the know-all of
to-day. I just giggle and enjoy the debunking of pomposity.
My favourite book ever is …
Neville Shute’s ‘Round The Bend’. A marvellous flavour of early
post war civil aviation in the outback with the advantage of being
based in areas of the world I am familiar with.
My favourite place in the UK (other than Easton!) is …
Dunsfold/Chiddingfold, Surrey. Had a grand time in the Surrey
countryside during the late 1940s. Cycling with little care on open
country lanes. Pints with friends especially in the summer after
cricket and generally being rather irresponsible.
Have you ever lived in another country and if so, where and
why?
Yes and on a rather nomadic scale. Brought up from two to eight
years of age in Palestine. Evacuated (refugee today) to Canada
and USA during World War II. Kuwait in 1950-52 with Skyways as
a ground mechanic. Then the really nomadic side; Sudan, Nigeria,
Iraq, Egypt, Bermuda, India, Ghana, Fiji, Singapore and Turkey with
BOAC/British Airways, and finally Botswana as General Manager of
Air Botswana.
The best day of my life was …
Seeing my parents for the first time in five and a half years in July
1945 after the end of World War II in Europe. They had both been
in Palestine for the duration whilst I had been an evacuee.
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Do you know anything about this photograph?

The slate reads : Easton School, 16th April 1907 “Group II”
I would very much welcome any information on the identity of any of
these children, or any other old photographs of the village.
Brian Boon

Have you seen Easton's
phantom bantam? This
little cockerel is always to
be seen on his favourite
branch. But where is it?
Thanks to Jane Woodbury-Eggins
for this teaser!
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Do you have something to put
in the magazine?

Contact Details of
Councillors that
serve Easton
Parish Councillors:
Chair :
Sue Piggott
T: 01728 746622
(Also Highways Officer)

Contributions to the next Parish Magazine
should arrive by the 20th of the month before,
either by email or by handwritten piece,
please.
My email address is :clareeowen@tiscali.co.uk
or handwritten pieces to me at 5 Harriers Walk,

Vice Chair :
Alun Thomas
T: 01728 747267
(Also Cemetery Officer)

Village Hall Bookings

Michael Coney
T: 01728 746181
(Also Tree Officer)

Contact Jean Blackwood-Pugh
Email: jeanmbp@gmail.com
Tel: 748378

Adrian Hollins
T: 01728 746053
(Also Pathways Officer)

NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS FOR
VILLAGE HALL

Fiona Siddall
T: 07970 450245
(Also Play Area Officer)

www.suffolkvillagehalls.co.uk
… and search Easton

Bob Gibbon
T: 01728 746866
Clerk :
Bill Dicks
T: 01728 638453
E: clerk.eastonsuffolk@virginmedia.com

For more information on your
local villages, visit the parish
websites:-

Suffolk County Councillor
Robin Vickery
T: 07545 423827
E: robin.vickery@suffolk.gov.uk

www.easton.onesuffolk.net
www.brandeston.net
www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk
www.campseaashe.onesuffolk.net
www.marlesford.com
www.parham.onesuffolk.net

Suffolk Coastal District
Councillor
Carol Poulter
T: 07833 441349
E: carol.poulter@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk
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Quality second hand and new books
Great range of new children’s books at
below publishers’ prices
Pod D
Stonham Barns
Retail Village
Pettaugh Road
Stonham Aspal
IP14 6AT
T: 07825 618735

Over 1000 titles in stock
Browsers welcome
Open 10—5 Daily
Closed Mondays

Do you like to travel?
Would you like your own personal
‘concierge’ to make your holiday
arrangements for you and deliver
your travel documents to your door?

Travel With Jules is a fully bonded
Independent Travel Agency,
based in Easton. Shop
local! Contact Julie on
748209 or email
jules@travelwithjules.co.uk
www.travelwithjules.co.uk

DO-

MESTIC, AGRICULTURAL &
COMMERCIAL INSTALLATION &
MAINTENANCE EVENT LIGHTING &
POWER

T: 01728 684422
M: 07976 638434

E: info@aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk
www.aaronnobbselectrical.co.uk

Holiday Home Management
Leave your property in our
hands to give you complete
peace of mind.
 Cleaning, maintenance, garden and
shopping services.

 Key holding service.
 Regular property
checks

or

 Pet feeding/care.
Please contact Lucy on 07811 217072
www.leapropertysolutions.co.uk

BRIDGE HOUSE

For all your
best friend’s
needs!

& JENNIFER BAKER CATERING

Catering for parties in our
16th Century farmhouse or
at a location of your choice.
BRIDGE HOUSE OFFERS BED
AND BREAKFAST.
OPEN ALL YEAR
01728 685473
EARL SOHAM
www.bridgehouseuk.com

 Day crèche at Rendlesham or
Martlesham
 Boarding in our purpose-built lodges in
woodland in Eyke
 Socialising for puppies and your less
confident pooches ...
… and much much more.
Call 01394 420468
or 01473 623661

